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Question Seven: I have heard your say, and read in many places in your books and on your blog, you 

dislike the public attention received as a result of performing the assignments given you by the Lord. 

You’ve been emphatic we should not replace one idol with another. Yet the people look to you for 

leadership. For example, in the Phoenix lecture you provided some direction on tithing, the sacrament, 

ordinations, worship or fellowship groups, and in particular, the requirement that the approval of seven 

women is needed to sustain a man in performing ordinances in public. You also said a man was unworthy 

– the Lord’s word – if his wife will not sustain him. 

 

In the Jewish tradition, when questions arise, everyone turns to the Rabbi. In the LDS Church, local 

leaders consult the handbook or turn to a General Authority for help with difficult procedural questions. 

You have stated you don’t like the term used by some – Snufferites – to describe those who read your 

writings. You have made it clear every man should have a sufficiently strong relationship with the Lord to 

get answers to procedural and doctrinal questions. Yet, you are the one the Lord sent as a servant, 

witness or messenger to declare the orderly dismantling of the established hierarchy. Does that not make 

you a prophet and de-facto leader? 

 

ANSWER (Denver): Let me clarify. I view my role only to be a teacher at this point. I hope to remain in 

that role alone. But I would hasten to add, that if you search the scriptures to look at what role was 

occupied by Enoch and the success that he had in his day, the only thing he claimed to be was a teacher 

and a preacher of repentance. That's it. The success he had was not because he was some great dictator, it 

was because he was a teacher that provoked people to repent.  

 

Melchizedek, Joseph Smith clarified, was not a king of a city, or king of a country, he just preached. He 

was a teacher and a preacher. He preached and the people, according to the Book of Mormon who heard 

him, Alma clarifies that they were wicked people, but they repented. (Alma 13:17-18.) And because they 

repented they were able to gather and live the principles that brought them together.  

 

I think the idea of a strong central leader is no more likely to succeed in our day than it was in Joseph's. 

At the end, when Joseph lamented that the people were depending too much on the prophet, and they 

were neglecting the duties that were devolving upon themselves, therefore they were darkened in their 

minds. (TPJS, p. 237-238.) It was too late. In 1842 when he made that comment in the meeting of the 

Relief Society, it was too late. The moment had passed. They were dependent upon him. I try to learn 

from earlier examples and not repeat the same errors. If there are errors to be made, I want them to be 

new ones, not a repetition of the same old ones that caused the failure before. 

 

The responsibility of preaching the Gospel is to take the burden and put it upon the individual; to have the 

individual connect to God. One man being saved and saying, "I've got a pipeline to God, and so now I get 

to be your boss," won't save him nor those who listen to him. But someone who says, "God is willing to 

speak, and does speak to every one of you," and who teaches to encourage you to use the gifts that God 

gives every one of us, that teacher may help others. All individuals have gifts, and curious though some of 

them may be, all of us have some kind of gift. Use it to reconnect to God. And then build upon that to 

have your life filled with light and truth.  

 

I really think it is unnecessary to build a new canon of scripture when we haven't paid enough attention to 

the canon of scripture we have already. We need to plumb the depths of the volumes that we have been 



given and figure out what they are saying, because they say whole lot more than we have drawn out of 

them as yet. What I've talked about in the 10 lectures and in the 14 volumes I've written is the scriptures. 

Hopefully it serves to remind people of what the scriptures actually do contain, because they are plentiful. 

And I think the only role I would carve out for myself is a teacher. 

 


