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Question Eight: A follow-up to the last question about the need for leadership in this movement can be
illustrated by a recent post from Keith on the Recorder’s blog. In there he noted some people are
submitting names of children baptized as young as five years old. The scriptures specifically teach the age
of accountability is eight years old. He also noted the fact that some baptisms are being submitted for
recording as having been performed by a woman. He quoted, again from the Phoenix lecture, your
statement about priesthood being confined to men because of the Fall. You elaborated much on the idea
there are so many opportunities for believers to go off the rails. I see it all the time when we discuss
doctrinal questions on my blog.
For example, the worship of Mother in Heaven is a subject about which some people feel very strongly.
They advocate a practice – a sacred dance – in which the objective is for a manifestation of divine favor.
Specifically, they look for, expect, and report they have experienced the presence of Heavenly Mother in
their ritual. This is similar to what happened with the children of Israel when Moses was up on the
mountain for forty days communing with the Lord. In the end, Moses wore himself out because he had to
judge every little thing that came before the people. What is the right way? How will the Lord provide
leadership for His people who are awaiting His return? I’m looking for a practical answer here, not
idealism.
ANSWER (Denver): For those who think they can please and appease a Heavenly Mother by that sort of
innovation, I think they will be very surprised when they finally have an opportunity to meet Her. She
may not be at all the soft, kindly, genteel little old lady some people imagine. She may be tougher by far
than our Father.
Do you imagine for a moment that Lucifer would have been cast out of heaven without the Mother
consenting, approving, and advocating? Do you think for a moment that could be the case? Do you think
that those who were cast out with him had some weak-willed woman weeping at their departure? Do you
think She wasn't protecting Her Family, and approving the compulsory exile? I don't talk about Her, but I
think there is a lot of imagination about Her that needs to be reined in. When Her fearful presence is
revealed the fools will then shut their mouths. Stop rushing forward because what you find in your
impatience may condemn you and your foolishness.
Gifts are an open conduit. What flows through the gifts will include opposition. Just because you have a
gift doesn't mean that this gift is not equally accessible by the opposition as it is accessible by God. "It
must needs be that there is an opposition in all things." (2 Ne. 2:11.) You can't bring about righteousness
without there being an opposition in all things. So how do you avoid mistakes when you allow something
to influence you through your gift, that actually comes from the adversary pretending to be the source of
light? The pretentions of the Bringer of light, the Light Bearer, which is what Lucifer's name means, do
mislead.
Well, to avoid mistakes, first of all, I would look to the scriptures as a standard against which to measure
any new revelation given to you. If you look at Christ on the Road to Emmaus, and you look at Moroni's
lectures to Joseph, everything communicated was scripture-based.
I've given a more comprehensive restatement of the Restoration that anyone since Joseph, but have almost
entirely confined it to the scriptures and statements attributed to Joseph. That measuring standard is where

you first find the anchor needed to keep the truth. People who don't read their scriptures are subject to all
kinds of foolish presumptions about things that aren't there. If you go back and look at the exact wording,
sometimes the foolish presumption is not justified by the actual language and content of the scripture you
think justifies what you are doing. Study and compare everything to the scriptural standard. The more
familiar you are with their language the better equipped you will be to recognize truth.
Second, personal worthiness. We have to live our lives in conformity with the light that we have. We
cannot ignore commandments, or excuse ourselves from departing, and expect that we can avoid
deception. If we are willing to disobey and excuse ourselves, then we become unable to distinguish the
light from the shadows. It's just the way it is. If we lie to ourselves, we love a lie. And if we love a lie
we're going to be deceived by lies. We make ourselves open to lies, we make ourselves willing to accept
them.
We have to rely on light and truth and the Holy Ghost. D&C 45:56:
And at that day, when I shall come in my glory, shall the parable be fulfilled which I spake
concerning the ten virgins. For they that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the
Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been deceived—verily I say unto you, they shall not be
hewn down and cast into the fire, but shall abide the day.
The way you do that is by knowing what is in the scriptures with some considerable care, living according
to the truth that you have, and allowing the Holy Ghost to become your guide, even if what you hear from
the Holy Ghost challenges, disappoints, or even frustrates you.
(Tim): Do you want to address the part about leadership? I know it was kind of an add-on. It didn't quite
fit.
(Denver): Yes, the narrowness of the question at the end was delightful, because it allowed me to avoid
that. But I do think the work that I have been doing, the lectures that were given as part of a single talk,
and the stuff that I am trying to remind people of, it's all in the scriptures. It is all in the foundation of the
Restoration. I don't think that "leader as micromanager" is an answer to anything and failed in Joseph’s
day. "Teacher" as someone who brings material to your attention, allowing you the freedom then to
choose, is good and worked for Enoch and Melchizedek.
If people engage in the sort of inordinate wickedness Moses found when he came down from the
mountain—if that is practiced anywhere among those that are responsive to my message, they simply
won't be gathered. They will be left behind. Those that are patient and humble will inspire the confidence
of angels who will do the gathering, and they will be gathered. Gathering won't be because some boss
manages to whip people into line. They need to be given the freedom to get out of line. And then once out
of line, they must be permitted to go their way.

