
Further Light and Knowledge 

Contents 

0.1 Introduction 
1 Keys Of Mysteries 
2 Attempts to Teach 
3 Leave the Mysteries Alone 

3.1 Advice to Missionaries 
3.2 Advice to the Faint Hearted 
3.3 Stewards of the Mysteries 

4 Seek For Knowledge 
5 Keep Secret Or Share With Others? 

5.1 Share Knowledge With Others 
5.2 Our Duty 
5.3 Areas Of Truth -- Continuum Of All Truth & Knowledge 
5.4 Revelation Given To The Church 
5.5 Revelation Given To Individuals 
5.6 Unrevealed Truths 

6 Knowledge Lost 
6.1 Knowledge Lost Through Apathy 
6.2 Knowledge Lost Through Reluctance 
6.3 Knowledge Lost Through Rejection 

7 Consequences Of Rejection 
7.1 Pre-Mortal Existence 
7.2 Mortal Probation 
7.3 Post-Mortal State 

8 Must Know God--Personal Revelation 
8.1 Must Know God 
8.2 Celestial Kingdom 
8.3 Terrestrial Kingdom D&C 76:71 thru 80 
8.4 Telestial Kingdom D&C 76:81 thru 86 

9 Tested By The Priesthood 
9.1 Examples Of Revoked Commandments 

10 The True Order Of Gaining Knowledge 
10.1 The True Order Of Prayer Restored 
10.2 The Meaning & Use Of The Signs 
10.3 Implementing T.O.P. Today 
10.4 Ask - Seek - Knock 

10.4.1 Prayer Alone 
10.4.2 Prayer As Husband And Wife 
10.4.3 Prayer In The Family 

10.5 Important Concepts Regarding Prayer 
11 Testing The Angels & Trying The Spirits 
12 Administering To The Sick 

12.1 Levels Of Administration 
13 Receiving The Oracles Of God 



0.1 Introduction 

We have all been commanded to consider ourselves as if we were respectively 
"Adam" or "Eve". As we therefore study the lives of Adam and Eve in 
order to vicariously learn what is required of us in our probationary states, 
we discover that from the very moment that Adam and Eve were placed 
into the "Lone and Dreary World" they began to seek for further light 
and knowledge; instructions to guide them back into the presence of their 
Father. They specifically sought for messengers to teach them. Inasmuch 
as Adam and Eve were the only mortals upon the earth at that time, they 
were seeking for messengers from on High, angels. At first they received 
angelic messengers from the adversary that tried to deceive them. However, 
Adam and Eve had received certain keys while still in the garden that 
they could exercise to discern the validity of any messengers they should 
entertain. Through utilization of those keys they verified the authenticity 
of messengers claiming to be sent forth from the throne of the Father. 

Adam and Eve received instructions from time to time and were then 
tried or tested to see if they would remain true and faithful in all the 
things they had received. As they continued to receive line upon line and 
precept upon precept their knowledge increased. Years passed, and their 
instructor messengers taught them laws necessary for admittance back into 
the Celestial Kingdom. Finally they received all that was lawful for them to 
learn without personally receiving from the very fountain of all knowledge. 
Thus their quest ultimately brought them to the limits of the veil, standing, 
knocking, waiting as they had been commanded, to receive further light and 
knowledge by conversing directly with their Lord. He heard their request 
and spoke to them from within the veil. Their hearts were gladdened. They 
obeyed all that He told them to do and thus they prepared themselves for 
that glorious day when the veil was finally parted and they were admitted 
back into the presence of their Lord. 

Adam and Eve are our prototypes. We should emulate their every 
action if we desire the same blessings that they received. As was previously 
stated, Adam and Eve immediately began their search for further light 
and knowledge when they were found in the Lone and Dreary World. We 
are presently in that world and it is our responsibility to do as they did, 
to immediately begin the process of gaining further light and knowledge 
for ourselves. The purpose of gaining this knowledge is to prepare us to 
eventually part the veil, as they did, and return to the presence of our 
Father. Simply living a good life will not qualify one to eternally live in 
the society of the Gods. It is requisite that all of the laws governing that 
society be learned prior to being initiated into the same. Not only must one 
learn those laws but also a testing process must be passed in order to prove 
faithfulness in keeping the celestial laws received. The process of gaining 
this "further light and knowledge" is the purpose of this paper. To truly 
understand this concept it is necessary that an individual be familiar with 



the following subjects: 

o Calling and Election 
o Sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise 
o Church of the First Born 
o Second Comforter or "Other Comforter" 
o Holy Order 
o Second Anointings 
o Council of 50 and the Government of God 
o Kings and Priests unto God (Queens & Priestesses) 
o The Inner Circle of the Faithful 
o The "Quorum" 
o How to "Approach the Throne of Grace and be Recognized" 
o Knowing how to ask and receive 
o True Order of Prayer 
o Signs, Tokens, and Keys of Access to God 
o Spirits of Just Men made Perfect (Mission of) 
o Keys of Personal Revelation 
o Seer Stones 
o Keys of Detection of the Spirits 
o Fullness of the Priesthood 
o Communion with the General Assembly and Innumerable Company 

of Angels 
o Keys of the Sealing Powers 

All of these subjects are interrelated and interdependent. To speak 
of or to study about one will naturally lead to the others. Indeed it is 
almost impossible to totally isolate any of these subjects from the others, 
particularly if the subject to isolate is the "order of prayer" or the use 
of the signs and tokens of the Priesthood in gaining personal revelation. 
The scope of this paper is to gain insight into how one exercises the keys 
of the Priesthood to receive further light and knowledge through personal 
revelation. Consequently many of the subjects will be touched upon but 
will not be elaborated upon. 

Obviously, scripture study is the place to begin this process. However, 
"scriptures" entail much more than the four standard works of the Church, 
though they of course form the foundation. "Scriptures" in a broader mean-
ing encompasses the writings and public addresses of the Prophets and 
Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They also 
include the prompting of the Spirit to individuals who have sought for per-
sonal revelation from the Lord. This broader definition of "Scriptures" 
and their study is what President Spencer W. Kimball referred to when he 
made the following statement. Please note that he was not speaking of the 
individual who was not familiar with the gospel, rather, he was speaking 
about the process of gaining further light and knowledge once a person has 
joined the Church and gained a testimony of it. He was speaking to those 



of us who are trying to follow the pattern established by Adam and Eve in 
their eternal quest. 

"Scripture study is commanded. The Lord is not trifling with us when 
he gave us these things, for "unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be 
much required." (Luke 12:48.) Access to these things means responsibility 
for them. We must study the scriptures according to the Lord's command-
ment (see 3 Nephi 23:1-5). One cannot receive eternal life without becoming 
a "doer of the word" (see James 1:22) and being valiant in obedience to 
the Lord's commandments. And one cannot become a "doer of the word" 
without first becoming a "hearer." And to become a "hearer" is not simply 
to stand idly by and wait for chance bits of information: it is to seek out 
and study and pray and comprehend... ..The Lord's teachings have always 
been to those who have "eyes to see" and "ears to hear." The voice is clear 
and unmistakable, and against those who neglect so great an opportunity 
the witness is sure. Understanding requires desire and patience. One's faith 
can be strengthened by a program involving several elements -- by reading 
the scriptures with a happy frame of mind and desire to absorb additional 
truth. This reading needs to be done with a constructive attitude -- a reach-
ing for truth and a ready acceptance of it. As one reads something which 
does not for the moment seem to have meaning he can put that item on 
the shelf and move forward with the reading (or study). In most instances 
the additional information gained and faith developed seem to provide the 
background so that the un-understandable item falls naturally into place. 
If anything seems to counter previous concepts, one can read and study and 
ponder and pray and wait and usually a clarification comes. To increase 
testimony (and knowledge) one must want very much to do so." (Spencer 
W. Kimball; Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball P. 127-136.) 

President Kimball explained that we can not stand by and wait for 
"chance bits" of information to come to us. Unfortunately that is exactly 
what most of us do at Church each Sunday. We never study the gospel 
during the week and then attend Church meetings almost in an attitude 
of "I dare you to teach me something." We have all been spoon fed the 
same doctrine and history for years until we think we know it all, without 
even realizing that the mission of the Church is to take new converts from 
kindergarten through elementary school. If we want a high school educa-
tion, college education or graduate school education in the gospel we must 
do it on our own for the Church will not give it to us. It is apparent from 
the Church's course that it's mission is to convert the non-member. 

Further, President Kimball teaches that as we begin the process of gain-
ing further light and knowledge (above and beyond that which is taught in 
Church), it will not be easy or apparent for, as he states, the Lords truths 
are always for those who have "eyes to see" and "ears to hear." Then once 
understood we must have "ready acceptance of it." 



Often we will learn things that seem to contradict or counter what 
we have previously learned in our "church approved curriculum". Presi-
dent Kimball teaches that when this happens we should place that non-
understandable bit of information on a shelf in our mind and continue to 
"read and study and ponder and pray and wait and usually a clarification 
comes." It is this process of gaining further light and knowledge, above and 
beyond that which is publicly taught in the Church system, the obtaining 
of collegiate and graduate school levels of personal revelation, knowledge, 
and testimony to which this paper is dedicated. 


