
Chapter 9 

Tested By The Priesthood 

It is one of the basic tenants of the Church that man was sent to the 
earth to be, among other things, tried and tested to see if he would remain 
faithful in all things. When Adam and Eve were placed in the garden they 
were immediately tested by having two conflicting commandments (at least 
from their point of view). They were tested to see if they would be selfish 
and remain in the garden or if they would take the harder route (sacrifice) 
and keep the higher commandment. After being cast out of the garden they 
were further tested, even by angelic ministrants, to see if they would divulge 
certain information they had previously received. They would not and thus 
they passed the test and were given even further light and knowledge. 

In a previous chapter we read of the experience of one of the minor Old 
Testament prophets who failed his test by obeying the instructions of his 
file leader, the "Old Prophet, rather than obeying the word of the Lord 
to him personally (see I Kings chapter 13). Because he obeyed his file 
leader and failed to follow the Lord he forfeited his life. Though most of 
us will never (hopefully) face such a dramatic test we will nevertheless be 
tested. One purpose for our being sent here to the earth was to be tested. 
Therefore, tested we will be. 

The Lord has designed a testing procedure, or series of tests, to test each 
person according to the level of understanding and spiritual sensitivity he 
has acquired. The basic test that each of us face whether we are righteous 
or wicked, whether a member of the Church or not and regardless of our 
station in life or the dispensation in which we live is the family. God could 
have placed each of us upon the earth in a fully grown and mature state 
as he did Adam and Eve, however, He chose to have us born as infants, 
be reared with siblings, being subject to parents and being married to an 
"opposite sex". Then to make matters even more interesting, He gave us a 
language to speak. 

Language, by its very nature, makes it nearly impossible for us to com-
municate completely, or fully and accurately, with anyone else upon the face 
of the earth. Words are only symbols of emotions and experiences which 
we try to use in an attempt to exchange "feelings" with others. Because of 
our individualized backgrounds, words mean different things to each of us. 
Though the dictionary is an attempt to standardize, true meanings often 
get lost in the effort to communicate. Understanding each other is much 
more difficult then talking. One person expressed this problem as follows: 
"What you think you heard is not what I said, and what I said is not what 
I meant." 



Marriage and family life are a real challenge for all of us. Bringing 
individuals together from different backgrounds, who have different values 
(belief systems) and goals in life; people who don't even mean the same 
thing when they speak and then expect them to live together in perfect 
harmony so that they can qualify for eternal life and marriage forever. It 
is one of the greatest tests we will all face. This universal (to most) test, 
as great and difficult as it is, is only the basic test. It is the fundamental 
test that we all experience even if we are only Telestial Kingdom bound. If 
we expect any higher reward in the next life we need to do more than just 
have a happy family life. Although this is where success must start. 

If you intend to get into the Celestial Kingdom you must learn to do 
whatever God wants you to do. We must become like Abraham of old who 
was obedient unto the Lord in all things, even to the offering of his own 
son as a sacrifice unto God. He would not withhold anything from God nor 
shrink from obeying any commandment. 

The Lord intends to exalt us all and will therefore send the proper 
trials to us that will teach us lessons we will need to know. An interesting 
rhetorical question is asked in the Gospel Doctrine Sunday School manual: 
"May it be that some trials come to you because God has in his design 
to refine you and make you pure? Do you pray that God will take from 
you the very experiences and trials which he has designed to improve you? 
Do you submit to them (Mosiah 3:19) and learn from them, and trust 
them as having come from an all wise and loving Father?" (The Life and 
Teachings of Jesus and his Apostles, p.305, Gospel Doctrine S. S. Class 
Student Manual, New Testament). 

God hath said that He would have a tried people, that He would 
purge them as gold... " (TPJS, p. 135). "It is for God to declare the 
furnace, and the day and the time; and it is for man to submit and endure, 
for gold becomes gold by passing through the fire and men may become 
what God has designed they become only by passing through trial." (The 
Life and Teachings of Jesus and his Apostles; p.  304. Student Manual for 
Religion 211-212. BYU Religion Dept. New Testament See entire page for 
process of how gold is refined.) 

Brigham Young said: 

"Joseph could not have been perfected, though he had lived a 
thousand years, if he had received no persecution. If he had lived 
a thousand years, and led this people, and preached the Gospel 
without persecution, he would not have been perfected as well 
as he was at the age of thirty-nine years. you may calculate, 
when this people are called to go through scenes of ao iction and 
suffering and are driven from their homes, and cast down, and 
scattered, and smitten, and peeled, the Almighty is rolling on 



his work with greater rapidity." (Discourses of Brigham Young 
p. 351.) 

Also President John Taylor said: 

"You will have all kinds of trials to pass through. And it is 
quite as necessary for you to be tried as it was for Abraham 
and other men of God, and (said he) God will feel after you, 
and he will take hold of you and wrench your very heart strings, 
and if you cannot stand it you will not be fit for an inheritance 
in the Celestial Kingdom of God." (ID 24:197.) 

In the story of Abraham & Isaac, Melchizedek was his file leader; but 
Abraham did not go to his file leader and seek advise or counsel. How would 
Melchizedek have reacted if Abraham told him he was going to offer up his 
son as a human sacrifice? He would have told Abraham he was deceived 
and that if he did that he would be excommunicated from the Church and 
civil charges would have been brought against him. Can you relate now to 
the experience and probable emotions of Abraham during the test? 

If you are serious about gaining personal revelation be prepared to do 
anything the Lord would require, even if it means going against your file 
leader - but be SURE OF YOUR SOURCE for you are dealing with your 
eternal salvation as well as that of others. As Joseph stated: "Whatever 
God commands is right!" There is virtually no commandment God has ever 
given, except the commandment to love and obey Him, where he has not 
at some point in history commanded to the contrary. Therefore to place 
our testimonies upon commandments given to others and thereby refuse 
to obey new commandments, given to us, will result in disobedience and 
forfeiture of the exaltation we seek. 

9.1 Examples Of Revoked Commandments 

1. Thou shall not commit murder. 

(a) Nephi commanded to kill Laban. 
(b) Moses and Joshaua commanded to kill all inhabitants of the 

land of Cannan, even the women, children, infants, and animals, 
showing no mercy whatsoever, all were to be killed. 

(c) Saul commanded to kill all inhabitants in the land of Amalek, 
including all their animals. 

2. Thou shalt not lie. 



(a) Abraham was commanded to tell Pharoah that Sarah, his wife, 
was not his wife at all but his sister. 

(b) Nephi, pretending to be Laban, commanded Zoram, the servant 
of Laban, to follow him, stating that he was Laban and that he 
needed Zoram's help. 

3. Thou shalt not steal. 

(a) Nephi took the brass plates of Laban when Laban refused to sell 
them to Nephi and after Nephi had killed. 

(b) Moses told the Israelites to take their masters belongings, their 
jewels, silks, food, etc. 

(c) Moses and Joshua had the Israelites kill the inhabitants of the 
land of Cannan and take their possessions as their own. 

4. Thou shall not commit adultery. 

(a) The daughters of Lot begat children by their father yet there is 
no scriptural mention that this was wrong. In fact a great nation 
sprang from this seemingly illicit union. 

(b) Prophet commanded to go in unto the widow to beget her chil-
dren. Another old testament Prophet lays with his son's widow, 
yet still remained the prophet. 

Study the terms, Trials, Tribulation, Ao iction, etc. in the bible dictio-
nary. The above are but a few examples. 

President John Taylor said: 

"Men do not know how to approach God, and none are willing 
to listen to His teachings but the Latter-day Saints, and it is 
sometimes hard work for them to do it. We have been gathered 
together form among the nations of the earth in order that God 
might have a people who would obey his law... and who had, 
as I said before, learned to approach the Lord in the proper way; 

for there is a medium opened out whereby men can approach 
God and learn His mind and will... And I want to say; that 
God having gathered us together, and we having entered into 
a covenant with Him, He expects us to obey his law, and be 
governed by the principles He has revealed.., and to be on hand 
to do whatever God requires." (JD 24:200-201.) 

Everyone who seeks after knowledge, should know and be willing to 
except sorrow. Christ was "A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief." 
Joseph yearned to teach others but could not and was therefore troubled. 
Enoch wept, even the Lord wept. Why? Paul & Brigham said "If any be 



ignorant let them be ignorant." 

Knowledge brings responsibilities. Responsibility brings about sorrow, 
for self (because others impede your progress), for others (because you can't 
elevate them to higher planes. 

It seems the gospel is designed as a trial or test: 

"And it came to pass after he (Alma) made an end of speak-
ing unto the people many of them did believe on his words, and 
began to repent, and to search the scriptures. 

"But the more part of them were desirous that they might 
destroy Alma and Amulek; for they were angry with Alma, be-
cause of the plainness of his words unto Zeezrom; and they also 
said that Amulek had lied unto them, and had reviled against 
their law and also against their lawyers and judges." (Alma 
14:1-2.) 

Notice how the word of God tends to divide people. Why? Could this 
be part of what Jesus meant when he said that he came to bring not peace 
but a sword and that because of the gospel a man's foes might be those of 
his own household? (Matt. 10:34-36) 

"The Gospel of Salvation is perfectly calculated to cause divi-
sion. It strikes at the root of the very existence of mankind in 
their wickedness, evil designs, passions, and wicked calculations. 
There is no evil among the human family, but at the foundation 
of which it strikes effectually, and comes in contact with every 
evil passion that rises in the heart of man. It is opposed to every 
evil practice of men, and consequently it disturbs them in the 
wicked course they are pursuing." (Brigham Young; JD 1:235.) 

Also: 

"To my mind, (God's rest) means entering into the knowledge 
and love of God, having faith in his purpose and his plan, to 
such an extent that we know we are right, and that we are not 
hunting for something else, we are not disturbed by every wind 
of doctrine, or by the cunning and craftiness of men who lie 
in wait to deceive. We know of the doctrine that it is of God, 
and we do not have to ask any questions of anybody about it; 
they are welcome to their opinions, to their ideas and to their 
vagaries. The man who has reached that degree of faith in God 
that all doubt and fear have been cast from him, he has entered 
into "God's rest". I pray that we may all enter in God's rest 
- rest from doubt, from fear, from apprehension of danger, rest 



from the religious turmoil of the world." (Joseph F. Smith; 
Gospel Doctrine, p.58.) 

President Joseph F. Smith then made a few remarks on the subject of 
the Second Anointing. He said: 

that it was the crowning blessing of and the highest gift to 
be conferred by the Melchizedek Priesthood. Elders should do 
something to be worthy to receive this great blessing and there 
are many ways out of the ordinary routine duties by which a 
man could earn the good will of God to the obtaining of his 
blessing. Every man should be determined to place every thing 
on the altar even to the laying down of life itself for the gospel 
sake in order to be truly worthy of this blessing." (Journal of 
Thomas A. Clawson; 1895-1904 Book, p.226-229, April 8, 1901 

There are many tests that can be studied in the scriptures. However 
the most important ones are our own tests. 


