
Chapter 8 

Must Know God--Personal Revelation 

Inasmuch as complete and correct knowledge about God and His plan of 
exaltation for His children has been lost through the ages, mankind today 
is left to grope and struggle in darkness. Only within the Church is found 
a ray of light shining upon this spiritually darkened orb. Even within the 
Church however there still exists more darkness than necessary. 

In Chapter four it was pointed out that the Church is built upon a 
foundation of revelation and the family is the basic unit of the Church. 
Therefore, the family should also be built upon a foundation of continuing 
personal revelation. The purpose for such revelation is two fold; 1) the 
family requires continuous revelation in order to guide and direct it through 
the difficult times in which we live, and 2) there are certain eternal truths 
which will never be discussed openly even among devote members of the 
Church. The only way for an individual to learn these truths is to humble 
himself before his Father in Heaven and gain this knowledge personally 
from Him. As Joseph Smith explained: 

"..Verily brethren there are things in the bosom of the Father, 
that have been hid from the foundation of the world, that are 
not known neither can be except by direct revelation.., add 
faith, virtue, etc. to godliness, brotherly kindness,... (and) ye 
shall neither be barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ... knowledge is revelation hear all ye brethren, this 
grand key." (Sunday, 21 May 1843; Words of Joseph Smith, p. 
206-207.) 

"But," says one, "I have no right to receive personal revelation, espe-
cially regarding things kept hid since before the foundation of the world." 
Others may say in their hearts, "I have never been commanded to seek for 
personal revelation, that's what we have prophets for. I'll wait until he gets 
a revelation that he cares to share with the Church since I have never been 
commanded to gain any new revelation on my own." Obviously individu-
als who harbor these feelings do not understand the command which they 
received when they were confirmed a member of the Church. 

During confirmation, those who are authorized and empowered to do so, 
place their hands on our head and confirm us a member of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Then they add this command: "Receive 
the Holy Ghost." This command is not directed to the Holy Ghost ordering 
him to come to us - the command is directed to us, requiring us to receive 
him when he comes. 



What is the purpose for the Holy Ghost coming to us, and the command 
to us to receive him when he comes? Joseph Smith explained the mission 
of the Holy Ghost in the following manner: 

"No man can receive the Holy Ghost without receiving revela-
tions. The Holy Ghost is a revelator." (Sunday, 15 Oct. 1843; 
Words of Joseph Smith, p.256.) 

To determine whether or not the command to "Receive the Holy Ghost" 
has been complied with, an individual need only ask himself when was the 
last time he received a personal revelation, and how frequently does he 
receive them. In addition to confirmation and the reception of the Holy 
Ghost it appears that there are also specific priesthood keys which aid in 
obtaining personal revelation. More detail will be given to this subject 
in subsequent chapters. Once again we turn to the Prophet Joseph for 
enlightenment: 

"... the spirit, power and calling of Elijah is that ye have power 
to hold the keys of the revelations, ordinances, oracles, powers 
and endowments of the fulness of the Melchizedek Priesthood 
and of the Kingdom of God on the earth and to receive, obtain 
and perform all the ordinances belonging to the Kingdom of 
God... Now what I am after is the knowledge of God and I take 
my own course to obtain it... we must have revelations then 
and we can see that the doctrine of revelation far transcends 
the doctrine of no revelation." (Sunday, 10 March 1844; Words 
of Joseph Smith, p.329-330.) 

If a person receives revelation would that not qualify him to be called a 
prophet, at least within the jurisdiction of his stewardship? Joseph refers to 
the writings of John the Revelator and then makes the following comments: 

"John the Revelator says that the testimony of Jesus is the 
Spirit of Prophecy. Now if any man has the testimony of Jesus 
has he not the spirit of prophecy and if he has the spirit of 
prophecy, I ask is he not a prophet and if a prophet well he can 
receive revelation. And any man that does not receive revelation 
for himself must be damned for the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy, for Christ says, ask and you shall receive. 
And if he happens to receive anything. I ask, will it not be 
a revelation? And if any man has not the testimony of Jesus 
or the spirit of God he is none of his Christs' namely. And if 
not his, he must be damned. What are we to understand by a 
Prophet? It is his character to predict things that are in the 
future." (Sunday, 9 July 1843; Words of Joseph Smith, p.230.) 



As we read the scriptures and learn of the experiences of others in 
ages past, of such men as Moses, Abraham, Nephi, Enoch, we learn of the 
great revelations they received. We may even read of the content of their 
revelations in the brief synoptical writings they have left. But what real 
value do they serve? Certainly their contribution is invaluable but it could 
be that the most important reason they have been preserved is to help us 
become curious of the designs of God and thereby seek to obtain the same 
or greater revelations for ourselves, Joseph Smith taught: 

"Reading the experiences of others, or the revelations given to 
them, can never give us a comprehensive view of our condition 
and true relation to God. Knowledge of these things, can only 
be obtained by experience in those things, through the ordi-
nances of God set forth for that purpose... truth in reference to 
these matters, can, and may be known, through the revelations 
of God in the way of his ordinances, and in answer to prayer." 
(Monday, 9 Oct. 1843; Words of Joseph Smith, p.  253.) 

This is the same principle that Nephi understood when his father Lehi 
related visions he had received. Nephi listened attentively then retired to 
the wilderness, bowed before the Lord and in humble, sincere prayer, re-
quested the Lord to grant him the same revelations his father had received. 
We too are entitled to the same blessings; in fact, it is our privilege to 
receive the same. Joseph said: 

"It is the privilege of the children of God to come to God and 
get revelation." (Words ofjoseph Smith, p.13.) 

As was pointed out in chapter two Joseph continually labored to teach 
the saints of his day this principle, to educate them that there is much more 
to the gospel than is generally understood, and which is essential to their 
salvation and exaltation in the eternal worlds. Joseph taught that the saints 
need only ask God to reveal it to them. Unfortunately, the saints then were 
much like the saints now, they simply would not put forth the effort to learn 
on their own. For this reason they had to experience many of the hardships 
of persecution which they otherwise would have avoided had they been more 
in harmony with the Spirit of the Lord and with each other. Joseph was so 
bold as to say that without revelation there could be no salvation, meaning 
both spiritual and temporal. He also stated that men preach and teach, 
seemingly with much knowledge and authority, about subjects upon which 
they are totally ignorant because they lack personal revelation concerning 
the matter. Said he: 

".. salvation cannot come without revelation, it is in vain for 
anyone to minister without it. No man is a minister of Jesus 
Christ without being a prophet. No man can be the minister 
of Jesus Christ, except he has the testimony of Jesus and this 



is the Spirit of Prophecy. .Men at the present time testify of 
Heaven and of hell and have never seen either. I will say that 
no man knows these things without this (revelation)." (Words 
of Joseph Smith, p.10.) 

8.1 Must Know God 

The scriptures boldly state "... this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent." (John 
17:3.) Many of us would say we know God when in reality we mean to 
say that we KNOW OF GOD. We have been taught of him by our leaders 
and the scriptures record his dealings with his children throughout history. 
Through promptings and impressions made by the quiet whisperings of the 
Holy Ghost many of us have deep faith in God yet this does not mean that 
we KNOW GOD. Joseph Smith taught: 

"He (Peter [2 Peter 1:3]) says that all things that pertain to 
life and godliness were given unto them through the knowledge 
of God and our Savior Jesus Christ. And if the question is 
asked, how were they to obtain the knowledge of God? (for 
there is a great difference between believing in God and knowing 
him: knowledge implies more than faith. And notice, that all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, were given through 
knowledge of God) the answer is given, through faith they were 
to obtain this knowledge; and having power by faith to obtain 
the knowledge of God, they would with it obtain all other things 
which pertain to life and godliness. 

"By these sayings of the Apostle we learn, that it was by 
obtaining a knowledge of God, that men got all things which 
pertain to life and godliness; and this knowledge was the effect 
of faith." (Seventh Lecture of Faith, Paragraphs 16-17.) 

Thus we learn from the Prophet that by virtue of our belief in God 
and through application of the power derived from our faith in God we 
are brought to the point where we, like the ancients, may know God - 
personally rather than merely knowing of God. This is the grand object in 
our quest for receiving further light and knowledge. Having been cast out 
of the presence of God at birth, due to the effects of the fall of Adam and 
Eve, we struggle to obey the commands of our Father in an effort to part 
the veil to return to his presence. Such an effort is made possible through 
the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Because of the atonement of Christ all mankind may be saved. Cer-
tainly His expiating sacrifice is the focal point of the entire plan of salva-
tion. Everything in all eternity hinges upon that one transcendent event. 



Nevertheless, His sacrifice will have been in vain if man fails to do his part. 
Those who refrain from obeying the commandments of God or from learn-
ing to know their God will awaken to the awful realization on the day of 
judgment that neither the spilt blood of Christ nor His boundless love for 
them will save them from the eternal doom that is theirs. 

The thrust of this paper is to point out what man must do to know 
his God in order to return to His presence. Obviously man can do nothing 
for himself of an eternal nature without the atonement of Christ. Yet 
the atonement alone will not save a man either. In this paper we will be 
addressing only one side of this dual process. The atonement, certainly the 
more important element in this process, will be left for another paper to 
expound upon. This paper will deal only with man's responsibilities for 
returning to the presence of God. 

Joseph taught that "It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for 
a certainty the character of God." (TPJS, p.345.) On another occasion 
Joseph explained that the first principle contained one more step. Said he: 

"I ask this congregation what kind of a being is God? Turn 
your thoughts in your hearts, and say have any of you seen or 
heard Him or communed with Him? This is a question that may 
occupy your attention... It is the first principle to know that we 
may converse with him... "(Sunday, 7 April 1844; Words of 
Joseph Smith, p.344.) 

According to the Prophet, not only must we know the character of God 
but we must realize that we can communicate with him - and not only can 
we communicate with Him but He will communicate with us in return. This 
principle is so important that the Prophet emphasized it so that the saints 
would have no chance of misunderstanding. He asked the saints, "Have any 
of you seen or heard him?" He then drove his point home by stating: "It 
is the first principle to know we may converse with him (God) same as a 
man." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.350.) 

If conversation with God, which as Joseph explained, comprises both 
seeing and hearing the audible voice of God same as a man, is the first 
principle of the gospel, we might do well to ask ourselves if we have mastered 
this principle. If not then we are truly as babes, struggling to understand 
and master the basic of basics, the fundamental and first principle. Until 
we have mastered the first principle there will be no revelation of a second 
or third principle. How can we, then, become competent in the ways of 
God without conversing with Him? 

Obviously very few mortals have ever achieved this first principle, nev-
ertheless we should be working with this grand objective in mind. Joseph 
explained that to begin this process we must have faith. Said he: 



"But without faith it is impossible to please God, for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a revealer 
to those who diligently seek him." Monday, 5 Oct. 1840; Words 
of Joseph Smith, p.41.) 

Faith that God will reveal Himself to those who diligently seek Him 
then, is the spring board from which we must begin our quest. Yet faith 
and diligence alone are insufficient. The Prophet Joseph gave a discourse 
on the Keys of the Priesthood in which he referred to several of the Biblical 
Prophets. In reference to Noah he said: 

"Thus we behold the keys of this priesthood consisted in ob-
taining the voice of Jehovah, that He talked with him (Noah) 
in a familiar and a friendly manner." (Monday, 5 Oct. 1840; 
Words of Joseph Smith, p.42.) 

From this we learn that there are certain keys of the Priesthood which 
one must possess which enable him to converse with God. That these 
Priesthood keys are not reserved for just the prophets but are freely avail-
able to anyone who will learn to exercise them is pointed out by the Prophet 
when he said: 

"I want you all to know God, to be familiar with Him." (Sun., 
Apr. 7, 1844; Words of Joseph Smith, p.349.) 

Joseph's desire for all to know God and to be familiar with Him was 
so literal that in reference to the number of individuals comprising the 
Godhead he very matter of factly stated, as if this were a common event 
which all his listeners had experienced: 

"Any person that has seen the heavens opened knows that there 
(are) three personages in the heavens holding the keys of power." 
(Sun., 11 June 1843; Words of Joseph Smith, p.213.) 

Joseph taught that it is so essential to know God and to become familiar 
with Him that without this experience it is impossible for an individual to 
obtain salvation. Said he: 

"If men do not comprehend the character of God, they do not 
comprehend themselves. What kind of being is God? Eternal 
life (is) to know God - if man does not know God, (he) has not 
eternal life... Every man has a right to be a true prophet... Soon 
as we begin to understand the character of God He begins to 
unfold the heavens to us." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.340-341. 



Following this same line of reasoning he maintained that: 

"Eternal life is to know the only true God and his son Jesus 
without which there is no salvation." (Sun. 13 Aug. 1843; 
Words of Joseph Smith, p.241.) 

Amplifying upon this theme the Prophet further taught: 

"I ask this congregation what kind of a being is God? Turn 
your thoughts in your hearts, and say, have any of you seen or 
heard Him or communed with Him? This is a question that 
may occupy your attention. The scriptures inform us that this 
is eternal life to know the only wise God and Jesus Christ whom 
He has sent. If any inquire what kind of a being God is, I would 
say if you don't know God you have not eternal life." 

Then to give us instructions as to how to know God and thus have 
eternal life, the Prophet continued: 

". go back and find out what kind of a being god is... It is the 
first principle to know that we may converse with Him (as one 
man to another)... having a knowledge of God we know how to 
approach him and ask and he will answer." (Words of Joseph 
Smith, p.344-345.) 

Joseph did not mean that we would be able to commune with God 
through the medium of prayer only, but to converse with Him face to face, 
as one man does with another. Regarding this process he gave further 
clarifying instructions: 

"Let us here observe, that after any portion of the human family 
are made acquainted with the important fact that there is a 
God who has created and does uphold all things, the extent of 
their knowledge, respecting his character and glory, will depend 
upon their diligence and faithfulness in seeking after him, until 
like Enoch, the brother of Jared, and Moses, they shall obtain 
faith in God, and power with him to behold him face to face." 
(Second Lecture on Faith, Par. 55.) 

Coupling this quote with the previous one it appears that Joseph is 
saying that unless we behold the Savior face to face as did Moses and the 
other prophets that we will not have eternal life. The prophet was adamant 
about the fact that not only can an individual behold and converse with 
the Son but also with the Father. 



"Also the appearing of the Father and the Son in John 14:23 
is a personal appearing and the idea that they will dwell in a 
man's heart is a sectarian doctrine and is false... A white stone 
is given to each of those who come into the celestial kingdom, 
whereon is a new name written which no man knoweth save he 
that receiveth it. The new name is the key word." (Sunday 2 
April 1843; Words of Joseph Smith p.  169.) 

If an individual follows the instructions he receives from the Lord and 
diligently seeks him the Lord is bound to appear unto him. If he does not 
appear it can only be because of one of two reasons. Said Joseph: 

"It is a privilege to view the Son of Man himself... "I will not 
leave you comfortless, I will come to you, abide with you forever, 
seal you up to eternal life... I will manifest myself to (you)". If 
He does not He has not told you the truth." (Words of Joseph 
Smith, p.14.) 

Obviously the Lord cannot tell an untruth. Therefore if he does not 
appear to an individual the reason must lie with that individual. As Joseph 
explained: 

"When any person receives a vision of heaven, he sees things 
that he never thought of before... the Father could not be glo-
rified in the Son on any other principle than we coming to God, 
asking, receiving, heavens open, visions, etc. - they are done 
away because of unbelief" (Words of Joseph Smith, p.  14.) 

Thus the Lord does not appear to us because we do not believe that he 
will and our disbelief is manifest in disobedience to God's commandments. 
But if we are faithful in keeping the commandments of God and if we 
diligently seek God's presence we will obtain it. This Joseph clearly taught: 

"We may come to the general assembly and Church of the First 
Born, Spirits of Just Men made perfect, unto Christ... It is our 
privilege to pray for and obtain these things." (Words of Joseph 
Smith, p.14.) 

Joseph indicated, at least vaguely, that there is one specific event which 
could be used as a guide, as a measuring stick, to determine whether or not 
a person really knows the Lord and without this knowledge there can be 
no salvation. Said he: 

"No one can truly say he knows God until he has handled some-
thing and this can only be in the Holiest of Hollies." (Sunday 
1 May 1842; Words of Joseph Smith, p.119-120.) 



When can this event be expected? Again Joseph was very specific in 
giving a time table: 

"The other Comforter spoken of is a subject of great inter -
est and perhaps understood by few of this generation. After a 
person hath faith in Christ, repents of his sins and is baptized 
for the remission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost (by the 
laying on of hands) which is the First Comforter, then let him 
continue to humble himself before God, hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness, and living by every word of God and the 
Lord will soon say unto him "son thou shalt be exalted." When 
the Lord has thoroughly proved him and finds that the man is 
determined to serve him at all hazard, then the man will find 
his calling and election made sure. Then it will be his privilege 
to receive the other Comforter which the Lord hath promised 
the saints as is recorded in the testimony of St. John in the 
14th chapter from the 12th to the 27th verses... 

"Now what is this other Comforter? It is no more or less 
than the Lord Jesus Christ himself and this is the sum and 
substance of the whole matter, that when any man obtains this 
last Comforter he will have the personage of Jesus Christ to 
attend him or appear unto him from time to time, and even he 
will manifest the Father unto him and they will take up their 
abode with him, and the visions of the heavens will be opened 
unto him and the Lord will teach him face to face and he may 
have a perfect knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.5.) 

This same doctrine of beholding the Savior face to face is taught in 
the Book of Mormon. Nephi expounded upon the principle of receiving 
the Holy Ghost and living by the promptings received from him and then 
stated: 

"Wherefore, now after I have spoken these words, if ye cannot 
understand them it will be because ye ask not, neither do ye 
knock; wherefore, ye are not brought into the light, but must 
perish in the dark. For behold, again I say unto you that if 
ye will enter in by the way and receive the Holy Ghost, it will 
show unto you all things what ye should do. Behold, this is 
the doctrine of Christ, and there will be no more doctrine given 
until after he shall manifest himself unto you in the flesh. And 
when he shall manifest himself unto you in the flesh, the things 
which he shall say unto you shall ye observe to do." (2 Nephi 
32:4-6.) 



Nephi is referring to a personal appearance of the Lord to each individual 
who listens to and obeys the promptings of the Holy Ghost, for it is the 
responsibility of the Holy Ghost to bring us to the point where we can 
endure the presence of the Savior. He is the preparer of the way, and, as 
Nephi explains, we should do as he prompts us until the Lord appears to us 
personally. When this happens the Lord will reveal to us other things which 
will go beyond that which the Holy Ghost could reveal. These blessings are 
freely available to all as quickly as they qualify themselves to receive them. 
Joseph Smith was very open about the glorious blessings that await us if 
we would only prepare ourselves to receive them. 

"God is not a respecter, we all have the same privilege, come to 
God, weary him until he blesses you. We are entitled to the same 
blessings, Jesus, revelations, Just Men, angels, etc... Obtain 
that Holy Spirit of Promise - then you can be sealed to Eternal 
Life." (Joseph Smith; Words of Joseph Smith, p.15.) 

One's calling and election is made sure when the Keys of the Priesthood 
are exercised to perform the ordinances requisite for that blessing and when 
the voice of the Lord informs a person that he will be exalted. Seldom 
does anyone else ever find out about such experiences but a few have been 
preserved in the scriptures. One such record we have is that of Alma. 

"And it came to pass that after he (Alma) had poured out his 
whole soul to God, the voice of the Lord came to him, saying: 
Blessed art thou, Alma,.. thou art my servant; and I covenant 
with thee that thou shalt have eternal life... And he that will 
hear my voice shall be my sheep... therefore I say unto you, that 
he that will not hear my voice, the same shall ye not receive into 
my church, for him I will not receive at the last day." (Mosiah 
26:14-28.) 

As the Lord tells Alma in these verses it is necessary for all to "hear my 
voice" or they cannot be received into his church (the Church of the First 
Born), nor can they be received by him at the last day. Oliver Cowdery 
taught this same principle when he addressed the saints in 1834, saying 
that the Saints... 

make their calling and election sure when they obtain the 
promise form the Lord of Glory ("hear his voice.., and receive a 
promise from His mouth") that their salvation was sealed that 
their election was sure." (The Evening and The Morning Star 
vol.2, p.167, June 1834.) 



Furthermore, in 1835 Joseph Smith wrote to his uncle Silas to convince 
him that revelation was still necessary, reasoning that the modern Saints 
had to hear an audible voice from the Lord by revelation to know that their 
salvation was secure, just as their ancient counterparts had received such 
assurances by revelation. (see Andrew Ehat; Words of Joseph Smith, p.18.) 

As an overview of this important section it would do well to quote a 
rather lengthy portion of a discourse that the Prophet Joseph gave upon 
this subject. Several sentences of this discourse have already been quoted 
but it might do well to now quote the entire section of his discourse so as to 
put the subject into context for the reader. In reference to the 14th chapter 
of the Gospel of John the Prophet Joseph stated: 

"It is the privilege of the children of God to come to God 
and get revelation... When any person receives a vision from 
Heaven, he sees things that he never thought of before. The 
Father could not be glorified in the Son on any other principle 
than we coming to God, asking, receiving, heavens open, visions, 
etc., they are done away because of unbelief. 

"I will pray the Father and he shall send you another Com-
forter. There is one Comforter (i.e., the Holy Ghost) and an-
other Comforter to abide with you forever, reach to things 
within the veil, know that you are Sealed. If you get it, it 
will stand by you forever. How is it obtained? Keep my com-
mandments and I will pray etc,. 

"It is a privilege to view the Son of Man himself, he dwelleth 
with you and shall be in you, his spirit shall be in you. 

"I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you, abide 
with you forever, Seal you up to eternal life. 

"Yet a little while and you shall see me not more, but ye see 
me. 

"He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me. I will manifest myself to him. If he does 
not he has not told you the truth. I will put promises in your 
hearts, that will not leave you, that will seal you up. 

"We may come to the General Assembly and Church of the 
First Born, Spirits of Just Men made perfect, unto Christ. The 
innumerable company of Angels are those that have been resur-
rected form the dead. The Spirits of Just Men made perfect are 
those without bodies. It is our privilege to pray for and obtain 
these things.. 

"If a man love me he will keep my words, and my Father will 
love him and we both, me and my Father will take our abode 
with him. There are certain characters that walked with God, 
saw him, conversed about heaven etc. 

"But the comforter that I will send, (not the other com- 
forter) shall teach you all things. Who? He that loveth me etc. 



This shall bring all things to remembrance whatsoever things I 
have said unto you, he shall teach you until you come to me and 
my father. God is not a respecter of persons, we all have the 
same privilege. Come to God, weary Him until he blesses you 
- we are entitled to the same blessings, Jesus, Revelations, Just 
Men, and Angels, etc., not laying against the doctrine of Christ 
go on unto perfection. Obtain that Holy Spirit of Promise - 
Then you can be sealed to Eternal Life." (Words of Joseph 
Smith, p.13-15.) 

One of the reasons that it is so important to make one's calling and 
election sure and thereby qualify to "Know the Lord" is that during the 
second coming of the Lord in power and glory he will cleanse the earth 
of all unrighteousness. Only those who are worthy will remain upon the 
earth during the millennium. ONE OF THE QUALIFICATIONS THAT 
MUST BE MET IS THAT AN INDIVIDUAL'S CALLING AND ELEC-
TION MUST HAVE BEEN MADE SURE TO BE A "KING" IN ZION, 
PRIOR TO HIS SECOND ADVENT. Joseph taught this in the following 
manner: 

"God hath not revealed anything to Joseph, but what he will 
make known unto the Twelve and even the least Saint may 
know all things as fast as he is able to bear them. For the day 
must come when no man need say to his neighbor "Know ye 
the Lord?" for all shall know him (who remain) from the least 
to the greatest. How is this to be done? It is to be done by this 
sealing power and the other comforter spoken of which will be 
manifest by REVELATION." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.4.) 

On another occasion Joseph asked rhetorically how the Lord's restate-
ment (D&C 84:98) of Jeremiah's great prophecy (that every man could 
know the Lord) (see Jer. 31:31-34), was to be fulfilled. He answered that 
"it would be fulfilled when the Saint's callings and elections are made sure 
and when they receive the Second Comforter." (Andrew Ehat; Words of 
Joseph Smith, p.19.) 

Joseph Smith's entire philosophy on this subject is adequately summa-
rized by the following statement he made just tree months prior to his 
death: 

"Now what I am after is the knowledge of God and I take my 
own course to obtain it." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.329.) 

The blessing of knowing God by personal appearance is not only essen-
tial in order to avoid being consumed with the wicked at the time of the 
second advent but is also necessary in order for us to become exalted in the 
Celestial Kingdom. A close examination of the 76th section of the Doctrine 



and Covenants, in light of the quotation of Joseph Smith already cited, 
reveals a doctrine that is not publicly taught by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, and which certainly is not orthodox in its acceptance. 
Nevertheless it appears to be eternally true that only those who receive 
the personal ministry of christ and of the father in their behalf 
while yet in this mortal life will receive exaltation in the celestial 
kingdom, without having to do work or payment under the law of 
retribution. Or having work done for them while needing to wait. Verses 
50 thru 119, describe the inhabitants of the three degrees of glory as follows: 

8.2 Celestial Kingdom 

"And again we bear record - for we saw and heard, and this 
is the testimony of the gospel of Christ concerning them who 
shall come forth in the resurrection of the just-- 

"They are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and 
believed on his name and were baptized after the manner of his 
burial, being buried in the water in his name, and this according 
to the commandment which he has given-- 

"That by keeping the commandments they might be washed 
and cleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit by 
the laying on of the hands of him who is ordained and sealed 
unto this power; 

"And who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy 
spirit of promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those 
who are just and true. 

"They are they who are the church of the firstborn. 
"They are they into whose hands the Father has given all 

things" 
"They are they who are priests and kings, who have received 

of his fullness, and of his glory; 
"And are priests of the most high, after the order of 

Melchizedek, which was after the order of Enoch, which was 
after the order of the Only Begotten Son. 

"Wherefore, as it is written, they are gods, even the sons 
of God-- 

"Wherefore, all things are theirs, whether life or death, 
or things present, or things to come, all are theirs and they are 
Christ's and Christ is God's. 

"Wherefore, let no man glory in man, but rather let him 
glory in God, who shall subdue all enemies under his feet. 

"These shall dwell in the presence of God and his Christ 
forever and ever. 

"These are they who shall have part in the first resurrection. 
"These are they who shall come forth in the resurrection of 

the just. 



"These are they who have come to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and church of Enoch, and of 
the Firstborn. 

"These are they whose bodies are celestial,... 
"Behold, these are they who died without law; 
"Who received not the testimony of Jesus in the flesh, but 

afterwards received it. 
"These are they who are honorable men of the earth, who 

were blinded by the craftiness of men. (church members too) 
"These are they who receive of his glory, but not of his full- 

ness. 
"These are they who receive of the presence of the Son, but 

not of the fullness of the father. 
"These are they who are not valiant in the testimony of 

Jesus; wherefore, they obtain not the crown over the kingdom 
of our God. 

8.4 Telestial Kingdom D&C 76:81 thru 86 

"These are they who received not the gospel of Christ, nei-
ther the testimony of Jesus. 

"These are they who deny not the Holy Spirit. 
"These are they who shall NOT be redeemed from the devil 

until the last resurrection, until the Lord, even Christ their 
lamb, shall have finished His work. 

"These are they who receive not of his fullness in the eternal 
world, but of the Holy Spirit through the ministration of the 
terrestrial;" 

A careful study of these verses reveals that those individuals inheriting 
the Telestial Kingdom are those who never accepted of the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ regardless of the kind of life they lived; those who inherit the 
Terrestrial Kingdom must have accepted of the Gospel of Jesus Christ but 
did not receive the testimony of Christ-which as Joseph Smith explained 
is to "know Christ" through personal experience; and those who inherit 
the Celestial Kingdom have not only accepted the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
but have also been valiant in keeping the commandments, received personal 
manifestation, become members of the general assembly and the Church of 
the Firstborn, making their calling and election sure by receiving the Holy 
Spirit of Promise and being ordained Kings and Priests and being sealed 
up unto Eternal Life. This is why it is so important that we understand 
our position in relation to God and strive with all our might to overcome 
ourselves and seeking earnestly to be brought back into the presence of the 
Father. NOW!! While yet in this life. The process whereby this can be 
accomplished will be the specific topic of chapter ten. 


