
Chapter 7 

Consequences Of Rejection 

We previously learned that an individual can reject the knowledge of God 
through apathy, reluctance, or out right rebellion. Naturally the penalty 
for rejecting the word of God will vary according to the nature of the indi- 
vidual. Those who oppose God in open rebellion must suffer a more severe 
penalty than those who in affect reject His word because they are to ap-
athetic to learn His word. Nevertheless, there are natural consequences 
for rejecting the knowledge of God regardless of the reasons for or circum-
stances surrounding the rejection. 

Wilford Woodruff recorded in his journal the following remarks made 
by Joseph Smith during the general conference in April of 1844. 

"But if ye are not led by revelation how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell? (Joseph Smith; April 7, 1844; Words of 
Joseph Smith, p. 345.) 

On other occasions the Prophet stated: 

"The principle of knowledge is the principle of salvation. This 
principle can be comprehended by the faithful and diligent; and 
anyone that does not obtain knowledge sufficient to be saved 
will be condemned." (TPJS, P.297.) 

"Knowledge saves a man and in the world of spirits no man can 
be exalted but by knowledge." (TPJS, P.3 57.) 

It becomes apparent that when individuals reject the knowledge of God 
which He tries to bestow upon them, whether their rejection be caused 
by apathy, reluctance, or rebellion the natural consequences are the same. 
They forfeit the exaltation they could have received and in its place receive 
condemnation or the "damnation of hell." 

God is a kind and loving Father. He gets no pleasure at condemning 
His children. Our condemnation causes Him pain and suffering just as 
earthly parents suffer pain when they watch their children suffer the natural 
consequences of their mistakes and follies. He knows the end from the 
beginning and, therefore, tries to guide us in order to protect and shield 
us from the consequences we experience from mistakes. He warns us, calls 
us to repentance, tries to teach us of the grave danger we are in unless we 
heed His voice of warning. But He cannot live our lives for us and wisely 
allows us to choose our own destiny. 
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In order to more clearly understand why the acquisition of knowledge is 
so important, let us place our lives in their historical setting from an eternal 
perspective. Examining our pre-mortal existence, our present probationary 
state, and our post-mortal spiritual state we can understand how knowledge 
or the lack thereof can affect us. 

7.1 Pre-Mortal Existence 

The traditional understanding of most Latter-day Saints is to think of our 
premortal existence as a place of extreme happiness and joy. We lived in 
the very presence of our Father in Heaven. There was no contention or 
difficulty whatsoever, except for the rebellion of Lucifer. The nature of 
that rebellion is quite nebulous in our minds and is generally thought of 
being fairly short in duration. 

With that one exception our past lives for countless thousands of earth 
years, perhaps even billions of earth years, have been lives filled with peace 
and contentment, in which we prepared for coming to this probationary 
state. Though that picture serves a purpose, it is not entirely accurate. 
Joseph Smith made some statements which would indicate that perhaps life 
there was not all that different from life here. There were great difficulties 
associated with our pre-mortal existence; difficulties which were so severe 
that only knowledge and the obtaining of corporeal bodies could enable 
us to overcome them. While speaking upon the subject of our pre-mortal 
existence the Prophet said: 

"It is natural... with those spirits that (have) the most power 
to bare down on those of lesser power.' 1  (Joseph Smith; Words 
of Joseph Smith,p.68.) 

In our pre-mortal life some beings had more power than others and that 
they used that power unrighteously to bear down on beings of lesser power. 
That sounds much like this mortal life of strife and power struggles. That 
God did organize his spirit children along ecclesiastical lines of some sort 
cannot be denied, but as soon as any of His leaders begin to exercise any 
degree of unrighteous dominion they would be immediately removed from 
their office, "Amen to their Priesthood," as it were, and thus eliminated the 
oppression they were causing. We see this same thing in wicked men upon 
this earth who unrighteously wield power and authority over individuals 
and nations due to their knowledge of science or technology, or their ability 
to manipulate circumstances both spiritualy and physicaly. 

Joseph Smith made another blanket statement regarding power when 
he explained: 



"All beings who have bodies have power over those who have 
not." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.60.) 

This is a concept readily accepted by most Latter-day Saints. It is 
for this reason that evil spirits have no power over us unless we permit 
them, because we have bodies and they do not. However, coupling this 
statement with the previous statement by Joseph can we deduce that there 
were tabernacled beings who dwelt in our pre-mortal state who exercised 
unrighteous dominion over our spirits sence they had bodies and we did 
not? Be not too hasty in rejecting this line of reasoning even though it flies 
against everything we have traditionally been taught. Addressing this very 
idea the Prophet Joseph taught the following: 

"God is good and all his acts (are) for the benefit of inferior 
intelligences - God saw that those intelligences had NOT power 
to defend themselves against those that had a tabernacle, there-
fore the Lord calls them together in counsel and agrees to form 
them tabernacles." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.68.) 

We, therefore, learn that in our pre-mortal estate, God called the counsel 
together to present a plan whereby those who did not have tabernacles 
could be provided with corporeal bodies. Joseph explained that the express 
purpose for granting tangible bodies to the children of God was so that they 
could defend themselves against the oppressions of an unrighteous group 
that already had tabernacles. 

It is generally understood that at the time of the grand counsel in heaven 
the only being to possess a corporeal body was God himself, all others 
being spirit entities only. This, however, is not entirely correct according 
to Joseph Smith. There were other beings - unrighteous, wicked individuals, 
who also possessed physical bodies. Inasmuch as they were not righteous 
let's call them children of the devil rather than children of God. These 
physical bodied children of the devil lived among us in our pre-mortal state 
and caused such terrible oppression upon us that God called a counsel to 
put into action the eternal plan to protect His children from the onslaught 
of these wicked personages by arming His children with physical bodies. 
Thus re-enacting the eternal drama and setting in motion that which has 
been done on other worlds. Joseph amplified upon this theme explaining: 

"Before (the) foundation of the earth in the Grand counsel 
the Spirits of all men were subject to oppression and the 

express purpose of God in giving it a tabernacle was to arm it 
against the power of darkness." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.62.) 

Clearly the oppressive tabernacled beings mentioned in the earlier quo-
tes and the tabernacled powers of darkness Joseph mentioned in this pas-
sage are one and the same. They are the ones who oppressed us in our 



pre-mortal state and it is because of their oppression that God desired to 
extend to us the privilege of mortality. In other words, there were some 
wicked, evil tabernacled beings who resided in our pre-mortal existence who 
bore down upon and oppressed those who did not have bodies. God saw 
that this was not fair and so said in effect, "I will organize an earth and 
allow men to take upon them tabernacles of flesh for the express purpose 
of placing them on equal footing with these wicked tabernacled beings who 
are oppressing my spirit children. Since all beings with tabernacles have 
power over those without tabernacles it is impossible for my spirit children 
to defend themselves against the more advanced wicked ones who emanate 
powers of darkness." Thus clothed with a tabernacle, and gaining sufficient 
knowledge of how to use the tabernacle, we will be able to overcome the 
powers of darkness and go on to receive our exaltation. At present we are 
as infants and do not even begin to understand the powers within us by 
virtue of having a physical tabernacle. It is to this end that our search for 
knowledge must take us. 

7.2 Mortal Probation 

It is very evident to all here upon the earth that knowledge is power. Be-
cause of knowledge our economic differences abound, one knows how to 
acquire material goods and another does not. Knowledge in the scientific 
field makes technological advances possible, thereby granting one society 
power over another that lacks those advances. 

Knowledge, in and of itself, brings with it certain associated powers re-
gardless of the righteousness or wickedness to which the powers are applied. 
For example: mechanical forces can accomplish an amazing amount of labor 
but is quickly outworked by electrical power. Electrical power, however, is 
easily dwarfed by nuclear power. Knowledge of these forms of power grant 
to the user certain powers regardless of how righteous or wicked the user 
may be. A war fought between two countries, one armed with swords and 
spears and another with nuclear weapons would be no contest at all. 

In like manner we are engaged in an eternal war over our souls. Dur-
ing our pre-mortal existence the battle was very one sided. The powers 
of darkness possessed physical bodies (at least some did). This gave them 
a tremendous advantage. Here on earth we have been given a temporary 
reprieve against direct confrontation with these powers so that we might 
learn how to govern and control our bodies. When we gain sufficient knowl-
edge of self mastery as well as other knowledge which God will grant us as 
we become prepared to receive it, we will be able to continue on with the 
fight until we eventually are able to triumph over the enemy completely. 
Ultimately the war must be won or lost on an individual by individual basis. 
No one can fight our battle for us. No one, no matter how much they love 
us, can win the war for us. We alone, each of us individually, must gain 



sufficient knowledge and strength of self to totally overcome the powers of 
darkness in the eternal battle for our souls. 

It is important that we take advantage of our time here in mortality, 
for when we leave this earth we will also leave the protective shield which 
momentarily prevents direct confrontation with the powers of darkness and 
affords us the opportunity to develop self mastery and to acquire the needed 
knowledge to overcome the adversary. Satan knows this so he tries to 
prevent us from gaining sufficient self mastery and the knowledge we need 
to triumph over him by side tracking us with the cares of the world or by 
interesting us in gaining knowledge about things which, though interesting, 
have no real consequence upon our eternal standing. 

The Lord has told us that: 

"Whatever principle of intelligence we attain unto in this life, it 
will rise with us in the resurrection. And if a person gains more 
knowledge and intelligence in this life through his diligence and 
obedience than another, he will have so much the advantage in 
the world to come." (D&C 130:18-19.) 

The Lord is not referring to scholastic learning or the acquiring of secular 
knowledge. A profound knowledge of hydro dynamics, electrical engineering 
or foreign languages will not give us any advantage in the next world. The 
kind of knowledge and intelligence the Lord refers to in this verse can, as He 
stated, only be obtained by "diligence" and "obedience". Thus "diligence" 
in keeping the commandments of the lord and "obedience" to the mind 
and will of the Lord are the schoolmasters we need to follow. The question 
then is, over what will we have advantage in the next world by gaining 
knowledge here in mortality? Let's consider the next world and see. 

7.3 Post-Mortal State 

It is evident that one of the purposes for coming to this earth is to obtain 
a body and knowledge of how to overcome the powers of darkness we will 
encounter in the next world. Those who neglect their responsibility or reject 
the knowledge God desires to pour out upon them must suffer the natural 
consequences by being brought into captivity and oppressed by the powers 
of darkness in the next life. Joseph Smith taught that: 

"A man is saved no faster than he gets knowledge, for if he 
does not get knowledge, he will be brought into captivity by 
some evil power in the other world, as evil spirits (and perhaps 
tabernacled beings too) have more knowledge, and consequently 
more power than many men who are on the earth. Hence it 
needs revelation to assist us, and give us knowledge of the things 



of God." (TPJS, p.217.) 

Knowledge gained by personal revelation is the key that will unlock 
the door to freedom in the next world. Those who reject the key to their 
freedom must pay the price. As with every other principle of the gospel, 
disobedience to this one will bring about a wide variety of punishment, 
or subjection to the powers of darkness, depending upon the degree of 
rejection. 

Heber C. Kimball was shown the powers of darkness in vision and 
learned how they are organized in the spirit world, or the world into which 
we will pass when we leave this state. He saw that they there continue the 
war on the souls of men, particularly upon the righteous. He cautioned us 
lest we be overcome by them even in that estate. Said he: 

"As for the departure from this state of existence (mortality), it 
is but for a moment; and though I have not tasted death, yet I 
have seen in vision the invisible enemies of God, and they were 
organized and arranged in battle against one or two men, simply 
because those men were going to proclaim the Gospel... and the 
devil did not like it... they will have great power in the last days 
(evil spirits), and if you do not overcome them, you will fall into 
the same spirit and you will be as liable to be deceived in that 
state of existence as you are in this... "(Heber C. Kimbal; JD 
4:5.) 

In referring to the future life of individuals who would not subject them-
selves to the powers of the Priesthood of God, but would rather subject 
themselves to the powers and influences of darkness in this life Orson Pratt 
said: 

"The whole spirit world in the lower orders is full of decep-
tion, and unless you have something to detect and understand 
the truth from the false you are liable to be led astray and 
destroyed. 

"I do not know that I need to say anything further about 
these two powers, only that all evil powers will go to their own 
place; and, unless these men repent, the same being that has 
power over them here in the flesh will hold them in captivity in 
the next world; unless they repent, the same being who gives 
them revelation here will hold the mastery over them there, and 
will control them; and if they do not find a dictating and con-
trolling power in the Priesthood, they will find it among those 
beings to whom they have yielded themselves subject to obey; 
and so will every other person that yields to false influences; 
they will be overcome and Satan will destroy them, unless they 



repent." (JD 13:74-75.) 

Partial rejection of the knowledge of God will exclude one from the 
presence of God and exaltation. These individuals will be assigned to some 
other kingdom of glory in which they will be held captive by the powers of 
darkness to a greater or lesser degree as determined by their knowledge. 

One comforting thought is that complete rejection of the word of God 
and open rebellion to his plan is simply not possible for most of us. To 
completely reject the plan one must first have had the heavens opened to 
him, know God, and receive the order of blessings and ordinances attend-
ing the visitation of the Second Comforter. (See Words of Joseph Smith, 
p. 347 & 396) To have enjoyed this blessing and then reject the higher 
knowledge would cause one to become a son of perdition. Those suffering 
this punishment will be cast into outer darkness where they will be turned 
over completely to the powers of darkness and made captive to them. 

It seems very clear that the punishment we will receive in the next world 
will be very closely linked to the amount of knowledge we gain in this world. 
Obviously the knowledge needed to overcome the powers of darkness is not 
the type of secular knowledge learned in the public school system but rather 
knowledge of righteousness, knowledge of faith, and knowledge of repen-
tance which can only be gained by experience, obedience, faithfulness and 
diligence to the revealed word of God. Our Father knows the tremendous 
powers of subjugation possessed by the evil one, and is therefore eager to 
teach His children through the Light of Christ, the Gift of the Holy Ghost, 
living oracles, scriptures, and most importantly through personal revelation 
so that we can overcome those powers and win the battle for our soul. 


