
Chapter 6 

Knowledge Lost 

When Adam and Eve were upon the earth they walked and talked with 
their Father and God. They, with the exception of Jesus Christ, held a 
closer relationship with God than any other mortal to grace this earth. 
They communed with Him personally, face to face. There was nothing 
withheld from them by God that was expedient for them to understand. 
They understood the plan of salvation and prophesied the history of the 
world down through the ages until it should be no more in this fallen state. 
Nor did they bottle their knowledge up inside of themselves but caused a 
Book of Remembrance to be kept wherein all of this was recorded for the 
benefit of their posterity. They actively taught the gospel message to their 
children and shared all of their divinely given knowledge with them. It is 
not the fault of Adam and Eve that today the world lacks knowledge of 
God. 

Beginning with Cain and continuing down through the ages, mankind 
has lost the divinely given knowledge, understanding, and hence, blessings 
that could have been his. This, of course, is the direct result of sin having 
been introduced into the world, both sins of commission and sins of omission 
as well as the love and obedience that men have heaped upon Satan rather 
than upon their Father and true God. 

Some individuals, such as Cain, had full knowledge of what they were 
doing, the choices they were making, the being they chose to serve, and 
the ultimate consequences of their choices. Yet they still chose to serve the 
"Destroyer of Knowledge," the "Father of Lies." 

Through ignorance, others lost the knowledge they had, and thus pre-
vented their posterity from obtaining it, because of apathy, reluctance, or 
rejection. It is for this reason that mankind today is struggling so des-
perately with life. This is why we have wars, contentions, and even dif-
ferent religious beliefs; because somewhere along the line, from Adam to 
the present generation, someone failed to pass along correct or complete 
knowledge to their children. Thus apathy, reluctance, and rejection are the 
cause for knowledge having been lost to the present generation. Inasmuchas 
complete knowledge is no longer upon the earth those desiring it must go 
back to the original source, to God, and gain it from Him through personal 
revelation. 



6.1 Knowledge Lost Through Apathy 

Apathy is a failure to seek for knowledge. When Adam and Eve taught the 
principles of the Gospel (there was no corporate Church) to their children 
some received it with outstretched arms while others closed their ears. They 
were more interested in the things of this world; boredom, lack of interest, 
and certainly lack of application and diligence to gospel principles resulted. 
Thus knowledge was lost to them and to their posterity. 

Others of Adam and Eve's children accepted the gospel message in pre-
tense but failed to put forth the extra effort to learn for themselves, relying 
on others (arm of flesh), not seeking the Spirit, those sacred things that can 
only be learned by personal study and revelation. They did not internalize 
the gospel message by developing personal testimonies. 

Those who succumb to the bonds of apathy are those who are satisfied 
with the status quo, they are bound by tradition and are too ignorant to 
know that they are missing something because of a lack of spiritual sensi-
tivity. They are accurately described by Joseph Smith when he compared 
them to ignorant beasts: 

"There are but a very few beings in the world who un-
derstand rightly the character of God. The great majority of 
mankind do not comprehend anything, either that which is past, 
or that which is to come, as it respects their relationship to God. 
They do not know, neither do they understand the nature of 
that relationship and consequently they know but little above 
the brute beast, or more than to eat, drink and sleep. This is 
all man knows about God or his existence, unless it is given by 
the inspiration of the Almighty. 

"If a man learns nothing more than to eat, drink and sleep, 
and does not comprehend any of the designs of God, the Beast 
comprehend any of the designs of God, the comprehends the 
same things. It eats, drinks, sleeps, and knows nothing more 
about God; yet it knows as much as we, unless we are able to 
comprehend by the inspiration of Almighty God. If men do 
not comprehend the character of God, they do not comprehend 
themselves. I want to go back to the beginning, and so lift your 
minds into a more lofty sphere and a more exalted understand-
ing than what the human mind generally aspires to." (Joseph 
Smith, TPJS, p.  343.) 

This class of individuals does not want to be instructed in the things 
of righteousness. They intentionally close their ears and eyes to under- 
standing. Because they intentionally shut out understanding the Lord also 
intentionally shields them from gaining further understanding. This is why 



he teaches them in parables. He explained his reasoning as follows: 

"Therefore speak Ito them in parables: because they seeing 
see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, 
By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing 
ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's heart is 
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 
they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. But 
blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear." 
(Jesus Christ, JST Matt. 13:13-18.) 

Thus the knowledge presented in parables is available for all if they 
will put forth the effort to see beyond the symbolism. But if they of their 
own accord close their minds to further understanding they are left with 
the superficial story of the parable. Joseph Smith referred to this class of 
individuals when he said: 

"There are a great many wise men and women, too, in our midst 
who are too wise to be taught; therefore they must die in their 
ignorance, and in the resurrection they will find their mistake." 
(TPJS, p.  309.) 

People who are "too wise to be taught" certainly do not "believe" the 
higher teachings which could be theirs. "I believe all that God ever re-
vealed," remarked Joseph Smith, "and I never heard of a man being damned 
for believing too much: but they are damned for unbelief" (TPJS, p.  374.) 
Thus those who through apathy never learn the higher laws and principles 
which are gained by personal revelation must suffer damnation. On another 
occasion the Prophet taught "... any man that does not receive revelation 
for himself must be damned... "(Words of Joseph Smith, p.  230). Just 
what this damnation consists of and how the willfully ignorant will suffer 
it will be covered in greater detail in the next chapter. 

6.2 Knowledge Lost Through Reluctance 

Members of the Church who receive instructions or counsel from God, either 
directly or through His anointed servants, may exercise their agency in 
following the counsel given. Failure to apply or implement the revealed 
instructions may be due to one of three causes: 1) Fear of God or man; 2) 
Unwillingness to pay the price of hard work, or 3) A desire to continue in 
the old ways of sin. 

The Lord has told us "..(I am) bound when ye do what I say; but when 



ye do not what I say, ye have no promise." (D&C 82:10.) The converse of 
this is also true. When we do not keep His commandments nor put forth 
the effort to honestly try to bring our lives into harmony with Him He is 
prevented -His hands are tied - He is bound against revealing further light 
and knowledge to us. He must obey the eternal law irrevocably decreed 
before the foundations of this world which states that He must reveal unto 
the faithful until they posses all knowledge, but He must also take away 
from the unfaithful until they know nothing at all: 

It is given unto many to know the mysteries of God..and 
he that will not harden his heart, to him is given the greater 
portion of the word, until it is given unto him to know the 
mysteries of God until he know them in full. And they that will 
harden their hearts, to them is given the lesser portion of the 
word until they know nothing, concerning his mysteries; and 
then they are taken captive by the devil, and led by his will 
down to destruction. Now this is what is meant by the chains 
of hell." (Alma 12:9-11.) 

Our generation can be compared with the Israelites at the time of Moses. 
The Lord knew their capabilities and limitations. He knew that it was 
within their power to live the higher laws of the Kingdom. Therefore, He 
gave Moses the laws which would bring Israel back into His presence in a 
Zion type society. Israel, however, was reluctant to grasp the higher law. 
Thus the Lord was bound to remove the higher law from among the people 
and in its place reveal the law of Carnal Commandments which burdened 
Israel like a school master for 2,000 years. 

In our dispensation the Lord has given us an intermediate law, a step 
higher than the Law of Carnal Commandments which govern a people who 
are allowed personal access to the presence of God. Membership in the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is but a stepping stone - the 
"Outward Church Below" (Hymn no. 102). This is but a preparatory 
church for membership into the higher and more holy "Church of the First-
born," (not to be confused with an apostate group by the same name) the 
"Inner Circle of Faithful Saints." Membership into this higher organization 
is granted to those who make their calling and election sure. Elder Bruce 
R. McConkie explained membership into this organization as follows: 

"Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
who so devote themselves to righteousness that they receive 
the higher ordinances of exaltation become members of the 
CHURCH OF THE FIRSTBORN. Baptism is the gate to mem-
bership in the Church of Jesus Christ but celestial marriage is 
the gate to membership in the Church of the Firstborn, the in-
ner circle of faithful saints who are heirs of exaltation and the 
fulness of the Father's kingdom. 



"The Church of the Firstborn is made up of the Sons of God, 
those who are destined to be joint-heirs with Christ in receiv-
ing all that the Father hath." (Bruce R. McConkie; Mormon 
Doctrine, p.  139-140.) 

There are two church organizations. The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints is an agent to the higher and more holy Christ of the 
Firstborn. This is pointed out in modern revelation: 

this is the testimony of the gospel of Christ concerning 
them who shall ("shall" was added after 1880) come forth in 
the resurrection of the just- 

"They are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and 
believed on his name and were baptized after the manner of his 
burial, being buried in the water in his name, and this according 
to the commandment which he has given- 

"That by keeping the commandments they might be washed 
and cleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit by 
the laying on of hands of him who is ordained and sealed unto 
this power; 

"And who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy 
Spirit of Promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those 
who are just and true. 

"They are they who are the Church of the Firstborn. 
"They are they into whose hands the Father has given 

all things. 
"They are they who are priests and kings, who have 

received of his fulness, and of his glory; 
"And are priests of the Most High, after the order of Mel-

chizedek, which was after the order of Enoch, which was after 
the order of the Only Begotten Son. 

"Wherefore, as it is written, they are gods, even the 
sons of God. 

"Wherefore, all things are theirs, whether life or death, or 
things present, or things to come, all are theirs and they are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's. 

"And they shall overcome all things. 
"Wherefore, let no man glory in man, but rather let him 

glory in God, who shall subdue all enemies under his feet. 
"These shall dwell in the presence of God and his Christ 

forever and ever. 
"These are they whom he shall bring with him, when he 

shall come in the clouds of heaven to reign on the earth over his 
people. 

"These are they who shall have part in the first resurrection. 
"These are they who shall come forth in the resurrection of 

the just. 



"These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly place, the holiest of all. 

"These are they who have come to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and church of Enoch, and of 
the Firstborn. 

"These are they whose names are written in heaven, where 
God and Christ are the judge of all. 

"These are they who are just men made perfect through 
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, who wrought out this 
perfect atonement through the shedding of his own blood. 

"These are they whose bodies are celestial, whose glory is 
that of the sun, even the glory of God, the highest of all, whose 
glory the sun of the firmament is written of as being typical." 
(D&C 76:50-70.) 

As individuals humble themselves before the Lord He will reveal His will 
unto them line upon line and precept upon precept, here a little and there 
a little. The Lord has stated that as an individual begins this process of 
receiving personal revelation he must receive and apply what he receives or 
suffer the consequences. 

"... for whosoever receiveth, to him shall be given and he shall 
have more abundance but whosoever continueth not to receive 
from him shall be taken away even that he hath." (JST Matt. 
13:12.) 

When a person receives revelation from God he will be taught things 
which never before entered his mind. This can be very frightening - like 
recorded in the parable of the man who put new wine into old bottles (see 
Luke 5:36-39). At the conclusion of the parable he describes the feelings of 
a person who may have just received personal revelation that was extremely 
frightening to him. Said he: 

"No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new; 
for he saith The old is better." (Luke 5:39.) 

Luke's statement that "The old (wine) is better" could mean that when 
a person receives personal revelation he will learn things that never before 
entered into his heart or mind. This could be frightening and he may be 
prone to say in his heart "The old wine is better" or in other words "My 
old ways or old understanding were better because it is less frightening, 
therefore I will reject the new and remain with the old." In an attempt to 
justify his reluctant attitude or to even justify his complete rejection of what 
the Lord had just revealed to his mind he may run to a supposed authority 
figure to learn their feelings upon the subject. Since the authority figure 
has not received the same revelation, and since the "revelation" contains 
instructions or information foreign to the understanding traditionally had 



among church members he will of certainty counsel the individual to forget 
the "revelation" he has received. He may even tell the individual that he 
is off the beaten path, on the high road to apostasy, and clearly deceived 
in the matter. The highest form of obedience (as in the first covenant 
made in the endowment) is to personal revelation from God. There is no 
higher authority than instruction from God through personal revelation. 
UNFORTUNATELY, individuals who are reluctant to do the will of the 
Father will almost always accept the uninspired counsel of an authority 
figure at the expense of the revelation just received from God. Blessings 
are lost, opportunity is passed by, and the individual is truly set on a path 
which, if not repented of, will surely lead them down the road to ignorance. 

On the other hand, if a person is faithful and receives the instructions 
given him from God he will be tested to see if he remains true and faithful 
to that new knowledge. As Brigham Young explained: 

"I ask, Is there a reason for men and women being exposed 
more constantly and more powerfully, to the power of the en-
emy, by having visions than by not having them? There is and 
it is simply this - God never bestows upon his people, or upon 
an individual, superior blessings without a severe trial to prove 
them, to prove that individual, or that people, to see whether 
they will keep their covenants with him, and keep in remem-
brance what He has shown them. Then the greater the vision, 
the greater the display of the power of the enemy. 

"So when individuals are blessed with visions, revelations, 
and great manifestations, look out, then the devil is nigh 
you, and you will be tempted in proportion to the vi- 
sions, revelation, or manifestation you have received." 
(JD 3:205-206.) 

This testing process which the Lord will put an individual through may 
come in many different ways, not necessarily in the form of direct tempta-
tions of the Devil. A person could conceivably be enticed by his church file 
leader or even by the President of the Church to do something contrary to 
what the individual has just been instructed by the Lord to do. A classic 
example of this type of testing by the Priesthood can be found in the Old 
Testament. In the thirteenth chapter of I Kings is found a beautiful yet 
tragic story of a minor prophet who had been commanded by the Lord to 
call king Jeroboam and his people to repentance. This prophet was further 
instructed by the Lord to "... eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again 
by the same way that thou camest." (I Kings 13:9) King Jeroboam and 
his people did repent of the evil they had done and as a token of his deep 
gratitude to the prophet he invited him to come and eat with him. To this 
invitation the prophet replied, "If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will 
not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this place 



for so was it charged me by the word of the Lord.." (I Kings 13:8-9.) 

This minor prophet was faithful to the word of the Lord when the king 
invited him to dine. However, as the prophet was in route to his home he 
was entreated by another prophet, a prophet of higher authority (the "Old 
Prophet"), to come and visit with him. The minor prophet did so and 
during the course of conversation the "Old Prophet" said: "Come home 
with me, and eat bread." The minor prophet was true to the instructions 
he had personally received from the Lord and responded saying: 

"I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee; neither will 
I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: for it was 
said to me by the word of the Lord, Thou shalt eat no bread nor 
drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou 
camest." (I Kings 13:16-17.) 

We are informed in the Joseph Smith Translation of this story that the 
Lord instructed the Old Prophet to TEST the younger prophet to see if he 
would remain true to the instruction he had received. To further test him 
the Old Prophet stated: 

.1 am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me 
by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him back with thee into 
thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water, that I may 
prove him; and he lied not unto him." (JST I Kings 13:18.) 

This placed the younger prophet in a very difficult position. The Lord 
had personally told him to not eat or drink until he returned to his own 
home, yet here was his file leader, the Old Prophet, telling him that the Lord 
had changed his mind and that an angel of the Lord had told him to feed and 
refresh the younger prophet. The challenge was designed to test the young 
prophet according to his level of understanding. The tragic outcome of this 
story is that the younger prophet accepted his file leader's invitation and 
he did eat and drink contrary to what the Lord had specifically instructed 
him. At the conclusion of the meal the Old Prophet rebuked his young 
companion saying: 

"Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the 
mouth of the Lord, and hast not kept the commandment which 
the Lord thy God commanded thee, But camest back, and hast 
eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the 
Lord did say to thee, Eat not bread, and drink no water, thy 
carcass shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers." (I 
Kings 13:21-22.) 



The younger man was undoubtedly shocked and mortified at his disobe-
dience at trusting in the word of the Old Prophet (arm of flesh) rather than 
that of the Lord. He immediately resumed his journey to his own home and 
enroute was killed by a lion. (I Kings 13:24) The Old Prophet mourned his 
death bitterly but understood the justice of the Lords judgment and the 
price that must be paid for disobedience. 

The question before all of us then is, will we be valient in the testing 
process when the Lord reveals personal knowledge to us or will we be re-
luctant to obey? Will we press forward until we receive sufficient revelation 
and testing to qualify for membership in the Church of the Firstborn, or 
will we dwindle in unbelief, being reluctant to accept the Lord's mind and 
will? Brigham Young stated it well when he said: 

"According as a people are willing to receive the things of God, 
so the heavens send forth their blessings. if the people are stiff-
necked, the Lord can tell them but little." (JD 9:311.) 

Let us, therefore, not lose knowledge due to reluctancy in following the 
instructions of the Lord to us whether received through the Lords anointed 
servants or through personal revelation. Let us be faithful in obeying the 
Lord when He subjects us to the testing process, however that test may 
come. Let us remove the question marks from His instructions and replace 
them with exclamation marks in the spirit of Nephi when he said: 

"I Will go and do the things which the Lord hath commanded, 
for I know that the Lord giveth no commandments unto the 
children of men, save he shall prepare a way for them that they 
may accomplish the thing which he commandeth them." (I 
Nephi 3:7.) 

6.3 Knowledge Lost Through Rejection 

As we have just observed, people react differently when eternal truths are 
revealed to them. Some are too complacent in their lives to accept the glo-
rious principles that could be their's. Through apathy, the most common 
form of rejection, they seal the door to divine knowledge not only against 
themselves but also against their posterity. Others are quick to discuss and 
study theological points but are reluctant to implement principles which are 
designed for their exaltation. The greatest destroyer of their faith is unbe-
lief. Lack of belief destroys not only faith in what has just been learned but 
also undermines faith in what was previously believed and, if not repented 
of, will eventual rob a person of that which was formerly cherished. Be-
cause of fear, misunderstanding, or unwillingness to do what is required by 
God, these individuals seal the door of divine revelation and forfeit blessings 
which would otherwise be within their grasp. 



Yet there is another class of individuals who are even more destructive 
to the work of God, and the knowledge He reveals from heaven. Those who 
"flat-out" reject the revealed word often take one more step. Not able to 
live and let live, these individuals openly attempt to squelch, stamp out, 
rebel against, and destroy the things of God. This is the principle that 
crucified Christ and took the life of Joseph Smith. Referring to this class 
of individuals Joseph stated: 

"They are crying out against Prophets, Apostles, Angels, Reve-
lation, Prophesying, and Visions etc. Why, they are just ripen-
ing for the damnation of hell, they will be damned for they 
reject the more glorious principle of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and treat with disdain and trample under foot the main key 
that unlocks the heavens and puts in our possession the glo-
ries of the Celestial world. Yes I say such will be damned with 
all their professed godliness." (Sunday 14 May 1843; Words of 
Joseph Smith, p.  202.) 

Throughout history peoples and nations have rejected the truths of the 
gospel. As Joseph stated, they have rejected the idea of Angels, Revelation, 
Prophesying, and Visions. Because of their rejection of these things they 
have suffered the consequences of their actions. Individuals are no excep-
tion, for "..When God offers a blessing or knowledge to a man (or woman), 
and he refuses to receive it he will be damned." (Joseph Smith, Words of 
Joseph Smith, p.  247) 

Nephi explained this principle in the following manner. 

"Yea, wo be unto him that saith: We have received, and we 
need no more! 

"And in fine, wo unto all those who tremble, and are angry 
because of the truth of God! For behold, he that is built upon 
the rock receiveth it with gladness; and he that is built upon a 
sandy foundation trembleth lest he shall fall. 

"Wo be unto him who shall say: We have received the word 
of God, and we need no more of the word of God, for we have 
enough! 

"For behold, thus saith the Lord God: I will give unto the 
children of men line upon line, precept upon precept, here a 
little and there a little; and blessed are those who harken unto 
my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall 
learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give more; and 
from them that shall say, we have enough, from them shall be 
taken away even that which they have." (2 Nephi 28:27-3 0.) 

And thus through their rebellion their knowledge becomes lost, not only 
to themselves, but also to their posterity and they risk eternal damnation. 


