
Chapter 5 

Keep Secret Or Share With Others? 

In the previous section we learned about the responsibility we all have of 
actively seeking for further light and knowledge. As we continue to humble 
ourselves, repent of our sins, and call upon the Lord he will answer our 
desires by opening the windows of heaven and pouring down upon our 
heads knowledge and instruction. When a person receives instruction from 
on high he is filled with intense joy and happiness that can be obtained 
in no other manner. His natural desire is to share his new found joy with 
others. However, the only way for others to understand this joy is for them 
to also understand the newly acquired knowledge. Thus an individual is 
tempted to talk of sacred knowledge and experiences in an attempt to instill 
the same joy in others that he himself has experienced. Unfortunately, it 
is impossible for others to obtain this inner peace and joy by the sheer 
acquisition of knowledge alone. Accompanying the knowledge MUST BE 
A WITNESS OF THE HOLY GHOST that it is true. For this reason 
individuals must take great care when sharing knowledge to be sure that 
they are being prompted to do so by the Holy Ghost rather than merely a 
desire to share their joy (or for praise of man) for: 

"..That which comes from above is sacred and must be spoken 
with care, by constraint of the spirit and as received by prayer." 
(D&C 63:64.) 

If knowledge is shared prematurely it would serve no useful purpose and 
could be treated lightly by the recipients or even trampled under foot as 
the pearls cast before swine. Knowing the lack of spiritual preparedness 
among men generally, and sadly even among those who profess membership 
in His Church, the Lord has wisely counseled his servants to refrain from 
speaking of sacred matters to those who would not understand. Why? The 
Lord explains: 

"For they cannot bear meat now, but milk they must receive; 
wherefore, they must not know these things, lest they perish." 
(D&C 19:22.) 

In an attempt to further clarify his point the Lord stated during His 
mortal ministry: 

"And the mysteries of the Kingdom ye shall keep within 
yourselves; for it is not meet to give that which is holy unto the 
dogs; neither cast ye your pearls unto swine, lest they trample 
them under their feet. 
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"For the world cannot receive that which ye, yourselves, are 
not able to bear; wherefore ye shall not give your pearls unto 
them, lest they turn again and rend you." (JST Matt. 7:10-11.) 

Though Jesus warned his Jewish disciples not to reveal the mysteries 
of the kingdom unto the world, He did instruct them as follows concerning 
what they should say to those who had not embraced the gospel: 

"Say unto them, Ask of God; ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

"For every one that asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh, 
findeth; and unto him that knocketh, it shall be opened. 

"And then said his disciples unto him, they will say unto us, 
We ourselves are righteous, and need not that any man should 
teach us. God, we know, heard Moses and some of the Prophets; 
but us he will not hear. 

"And they will say, We have the law for our salvation, and 
that is sufficient for us. 

"Then Jesus answered, and said unto his disciples, thus shall 
ye say unto them, 

"What man among you, having a son, and he shall be stand-
ing out, and shall say, Father, open thy house that I may come 
in and sup with thee, will not say, Come in, my son; for mine is 
thine, and thine is mine? 

"Or what man is there among you, who, if his son ask bread, 
will give him a stone? 

"Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 
"If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him?" (JST Matt. 7:12-20.) 

In other words, Jesus told his disciples to instruct the non-believers in 
the principles of personal prayer, according to their level of order of under- 
standing. Armed with this understanding, non-believers whether members 
of the Church or not, who sincerely search for the truth might learn how 
to approach God in humble prayer, be heard and recognized by Him, re-
ceive answers to their petitions and thereby learn for themselves of that 
for which they seek. Naturally, the answers they receive will be tempered 
by the Holy Ghost to the level of spiritual preparedness of the individual. 
Thus any sincere seeker of truth who earnestly searches for understanding 
will learn line upon line and precept upon precept until that glorious day 
when he may have access to all the knowledge possessed by the Father. 
Inasmuch as this process can be followed by anyone who is willing to pay 
the price of self discipline it is not our duty to teach anything new to an 
individual unless we are prompted by the Holy Ghost to do so 

For example: Joseph Smith was a man who possessed tremendous 



knowledge about God, man's relationship to him and the eternal perspec-
tive from which all things must ultimately be viewed. Yet he seldom spoke 
of these things unless prompted to do so. Once, while speaking from the 
pulpit he exclaimed: 

"I could explain a hundredfold more than I ever have of the 
glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in vision, were I per-
mitted, and were the people prepared to receive it." (Joseph 
Smith, TPJS, p. 305.) 

Joseph's successor to the Presidency, Brigham Young, was another man 
who understood much more than he felt free to teach the people. After 
addressing one particular point of doctrine at length he concluded by saying: 

"I could tell you much more about this, but were Ito tell you 
the whole truth, blasphemy would be nothing to it, in the esti-
mation of the superstitious and over righteousness of mankind. 
However, I have told you the truth as far as I have gone." (ID 
1:51 

Wilford Woodruff recorded a talk in his journal given by Joseph Smith 
in which the Prophet emphasized the importance of keeping secrets. Said 
he: 

"The reason we do not have the secrets of the Lord revealed 
unto us is because we do not keep them but reveal them, we 
do not keep our own secrets but reveal our difficulties to the 
world, even to our enemies, then how would we keep the secrets 
of the Lord. Joseph says I can keep a secret till dooms day." 
(Joseph Smith; 19 Dec. 1841: Wilford Woodruff Journal; Words 
ofjoseph, p.  80-81; TPJS, p.  195: HC 4:479.) 

Brigham Young gave a powerful discourse upon the subject of keeping 
the secrets of the Lord as they are revealed to us: 

"The man who cannot know millions of things that he would 
not tell his wife, will never be crowned in the celestial kingdom, 
never, never, NEVER. It cannot be: it is impossible. And that 
man who cannot know things without telling any other living 
being upon the earth, who cannot keep his secrets and those 
that God reveals to him, never can receive the voice of his Lord 
to dictate him and the people on this earth... 

I know that many can keep secrets, but that is no reason 
why I should tell them my secrets. When I find a person that 
is good at keeping a secret, so am I: you keep yours and I mine. 

"Now I want to tell you that which, perhaps, many of you 



do not know. Should you receive a vision or revelation from the 
Almighty, one that the Lord gave you concerning yourselves, 
or this people, but which you are not to reveal on account of 
your not being the proper person, or because it ought not to be 
known by the people at present, you should shut it up and seal 
it as close and lock it as tight as heaven is to you, and make 
it as secret as the grave. The Lord has no confidence in those 
who reveal secrets, for he cannot safely reveal Himself to such 
persons. It is as much as He can do to get a particle of sense 
into some of the best and most influential men in the church, 
in regard to real confidence in themselves. They cannot keep 
things within their own bosoms. 

If a person understands God and godliness, the princi-
ples of heaven, the principles of integrity, and the Lord reveals 
anything to that individual, no matter what, unless He gives 
permission to disclose it, it is locked up in eternal silence. And 
when persons have proven to their messengers that their bosoms 
are like the lock-ups of eternity, then the Lord says, I can reveal 
anything to them, because they never will disclose it until I tell 
them to. Take persons of any other character, and they sap the 
foundations of the confidence they ought to have in themselves 
and in their God. 

"... If we are His friends, we will keep the secrets of the 
Almighty. We will lock them up, when He reveals them to us, 
so that no man on earth can have them, and no being from 
heaven, unless HE BRINGS THE KEYS WHEREWITH TO 
GET THEM LEGALLY. No person can get the things the Lord 
has given to me, unless by legal authority; then I have a right 
to reveal them, but not without. When we can keep our own 
secrets, when we can keep the secrets of the Almighty strictly, 
honestly, truly in our own bosoms, the Lord will have confidence 
in us. Will He before? No! Are we going to become secret keep-
ers in any other way than by applying our lives to the religion 
we profess to believe? No!!!" (JD 4:287-289.) 

On another occasion he explained more upon this important subject. 

"You often hear people desiring more of the knowledge of 
God, more of the wisdom of God, more of the power of God. 
They want more revelation, to know more about the kingdom 
of heaven, in heaven and on the earth, and they wish to learn 
and increase. 

"There is one principle that I wish the people would under-
stand and lay to heart. Just as fast as you will prove before 



your God that you are worthy to receive the mysteries, if you 
please to call them so, of the kingdom of heaven - that you are 
full of confidence in God - that you will never betray a thing 
that God tells you - that you will never reveal to your neighbor 
that which ought not to be revealed, as quick as you prepare 
to be entrusted with the things of God, there is an eternity of 
them to bestow upon you. Instead of pleading with the Lord 
to bestow more upon you, plead with yourselves to have confi-
dence in yourselves, to have integrity in yourselves, and know 
when to speak and what to speak, what to reveal, and how to 
carry yourselves and walk before the Lord. And just as fast as 
you prove to Him that you will preserve everything secret that 
ought to be - that you will deal out to your neighbors all which 
you ought, and no more, and learn how to dispense your knowl-
edge to your families, friends, neighbors, and brethren, the Lord 
will bestow upon you and give to you, and bestow upon you, 
until finally he will say to you, You shall never fall; your salva-
tion is sealed unto you; you are sealed up unto eternal life and 
salvation, through your integrity.' 

"Let every person be the friend of God, that whatever He re-
veals to you, you can wisely handle without asking Him whether 
you shall tell your wife of it or not. You can recollect the back-
handed blow I gave to some of the brethren last winter. They 
were in pain, because they knew something which they could 
not tell to their wives. I would not trust such men out of sight 
with my dinner. God will not trust the least thing to such per-
sons. Sister if you are in pain, because you cannot tell your 
husbands everything, you had better take a little catnip tea, 
and get over it, if you can. What will God reveal to such per -
sons? Just enough to keep them from the gulf of despair, and 
lead them along until they get a little sense. I say this that you 
may learn to reveal that which you ought, and to keep the rest 
to yourselves. By so doing you prove to God that you are His 
friends, and will keep His secrets. 

"The world may howl around you and plead for the secrets 
of the Lord which He has given you, but they will not get them. 
When the Lord has proved His children true to what He has 
given into their charge, and that they will do His bidding, He 
will tell such persons anything that they should know. A great 
many desire just enough of knowledge to damn them and it does 
damn a great many." (JD 4:371-372; June 28, 1857.) 

Lorenzo Snow provides us with a good example of the proper procedure 
to follow when we gain new information from the Lord: 



"Early in his life, Lorenzo Snow developed a remarkable 
understanding about the nature of God and man. In Kirt-
land, Ohio, he met Joseph Smith, Sr., the first patriarch to 
the Church, who promised him that he would soon be baptized 
into the Church and then said, 'You will become as great as 
you can possibly wish - EVEN AS GREAT AS GOD, and you 
cannot wish to be greater.' 

"Four years later, in 1840, Lorenzo received a personal rev-
elation that clarified Father Smith's mysterious saying: "The 
Spirit of the Lord rested mightily upon me - the eyes of my 
understanding were opened, and I saw as clear as the sun at 
noonday, with wonder and astonishment, the pathway of God 
and man. I formed the following couplet which expressed the 
revelation, as it was shown to me, and explains Father Smith's 
dark saying to me at a blessing meeting in the Kirtland Tem-
ple prior to my baptism... "As man now is, God once was: As 
God now is, man may be." At first he shared this revelation 
with no one except his sister Eliza. Then he privately related 
it to Brigham Young, who wisely told him: "Brother Snow, 
that is a new doctrine: if true, it has been revealed to you for 
your own private information, and will be taught in due time 
by the Prophet of the Church; till then I advise you to lay it 
upon the shelf and say no more about it. This Lorenzo did un-
til the Prophet Joseph delivered the King Follett discourse and 
taught the same doctrine publicly for the first time. Thereafter, 
Lorenzo Snow felt free to teach it." (My Kingdom Shall Roll 
Forth, Readings in Church History, p. 68.) 

In contrast to the example of Lorenzo Snow, President Young informs 
us of the probable source of knowledge and expected course of action of 
individuals who are not divinely inspired. 

"If the Lord Almighty should reveal to a High Priest, or to any 
other than the head, things that are true, or that have been 
and will be, and show to him, the destiny of this people twenty-
five years from now, or a new doctrine that will in five, ten, 
or twenty years hence become the doctrine of this Church and 
Kingdom, but which has not yet been revealed to this people, 
and reveal it to him by the same Spirit, the same messenger, 
the same voice, the same power that gave revelations to Joseph 
when he was living, it would be a blessing to that High Priest, 
or individual; but he must rarely divulge it to a second person 
on the face of the earth, until God reveals it through the proper 
source to become the property of the people at large. Therefore 
when you hear Elders say that God does not reveal things, you 



There is a very important reason why revelations of this type should 
be shared with all. By so doing others are strengthened and lives are 
blessed; but if kept bottled up inside, the new found knowledge is soon 
lost. Referring to this President Young explained: 

"If God has given me light, if I possess the light of the Spirit 
of revelation, and bestow that knowledge upon my brethren, 
that same fountain increases in me; whereas, if I were to shut 
it up - to close up the vision - and keep it from the people, it 
would be like the candle lighted and put under the bushel, where 
of course the want of free air would extinguish it." (Brigham 
Young, March 8, 1857; JD 4:265-266.) 

Jedediah M. Grant expressed the thought that it is quite selfish of indi-
viduals to continually absorb the knowledge that others are willing to share 
without putting forth the effort to gain personal revelation to add to the 
knowledge pool. Said he: 

"We want you to impart what you know, if you have light of 
God, or any information about heaven, earth or hell. We want 
you to furnish your share to the fund of information, and not cry 
out the day long, give, give, give, without imparting anything 
to the giver." (Jedediah M. Grant, JD 4:126.) 

Now, what is the purpose for obtaining this knowledge and of sharing 
it with others? Ultimately of course it is that we may all be exalted and 
return back to the presence of our Father. That is too big of a step for 
most of us to take in one fell swoop, so there must needs be some smaller, 
preparatory steps along the way. One of these preparatory steps is for every 
individual to become a prophet unto himself that he may bless the lives of 
his family and others as George Q. Cannon explained: 

"The genius of the kingdom with which we are associated is to 
disseminate knowledge through all the ranks of the people, and 
to make every man a prophet and every woman a prophetess, 
that they may understand the plans and purposes of God." (JD 
12:46.) 

Even this step is too great for most of us and so the Lord has provided 
temporary teachers for us - Prophets - to teach us until we can arrive at the 
point of becoming prophets ourselves, able to receive our own instructions 
from the same eternal source from which they receive theirs. In order to 
accomplish this it is necessary that knowledge and doctrines publicly taught 
be "... adapted to the capacity of the weak and the weakest of all saints, 
who are or can be called saints." (D&C 89:3.) 



5.2 Our Duty 

What then is our precise duty? Do we actively seek to obtain divine reve-
lation and then share it with others? Do we remain silent when knowledge 
from on High is poured out upon us? Do we sit back like bumps on a log 
daring God to reveal something to us? Do we just wait for someone else 
to tell us what we should know? Should we even be concerned about the 
matter? 

It appears that there are three areas in which we may classify truth as it 
applies to mortal man. The continuum below indicates these areas and the 
degree of freedom we posses to discuss the truths contained in each area. 

5.3 Areas Of Truth -- Continuum Of All Truth & Knowledge 

Truth revealed to 	Truth revealed to 	Truth not revealed 
individuals and to 	individuals but not 	to anyone. 
the Church. 	to the Church. 

1)Freedom to discuss 1) Not free to 	1) Free to speculate 
all insights with 	discuss with any- 	with anyone interested. 
anyone. Intended for one. Intended for 
general distribution, 	personal knowledge 

only. 

2) Commanded to share 2) Commanded to not 	2) Speculations will 
and discuss with 
others that all may 
benefit. 

3) Can include some 
revelations concern-
ing personal 
stewardship. 

share or discuss 
with anyone. 

3) Can include some 
revelations concern- 
ing personal 
stewardship.  

probably not be true 
since these truths 
"have not entered into 
the heart of man." 

3) Can be a waste of 
time, but often prompts 
individuals to ask of 
God, He then often 
reveals truth previously 
unknown. 

Our freedom to discuss revelations we may have received will vary 
greatly depending upon which area of truth it falls into, as indicated by 
the continuum graph above. Let's examine each of these areas to deter- 



mine just exactly what our responsibilities are and how free we may be in 
sharing our knowledge with others in these areas. 

5.4 Revelation Given To The Church 

Revelation given to the Church at large becomes public domain. Such rev-
elations can be freely shared with all who will put forth the effort to listen, 
read, or receive them through personal experience. Public domain revela-
tions can be further subdivided into two subject types: Spiritual (doctrinal-
like Adam-God) and temporal (like food storage). 

In chapter three of this work we learned that the Brethren have given 
the specific charge being "Stewards of the Mysteries" of Godliness, and that 
as such they are the ones designated to determine the doctrine, policy, and 
procedures of the Church. Only the Lord's anointed servants, as a body, or 
His Prophet, the President of the Church, as an individual, can determine 
which doctrines will be taught and which doctrines will not be taught, in 
the Church, regardless of their truthfulness. Upon their shoulders rests 
the responsibility for the eternal welfare of millions of God's children. It 
would be foolish of them to cause the Church to run after righteousness or 
knowledge faster than the weakest of the saints can run. Therefore, they 
must retard the public progress of the more capable in order to prevent 
them from achieving at the expense, perhaps the eternal expense of the 
less capable. For example: The law of consecration and stewardship is a 
Celestial law. Before an individual can become exalted he must live this 
law for it is the law practiced in the Celestial Kingdom among the Gods. 
Today there are many members of the Church who could live this law and 
rejoice in it's application. Yet we do not live it or even preach of it. Why? 
Because the Brethren rightly know that to implement that doctrine and 
practice right now would exalt some but would also become the ruin of 
countless thousands of members of the Church. 

The Prophet and President of the Church is thus the only individual 
upon the face of the earth who has the authority and responsibility to 
reveal what will be taught to the general Church membership. Anyone who 
publicly teaches doctrines contrary to the express desires of the President 
of the Church does so without authority or divine sanction. Regardless 
of the truthfulness of doctrines taught by such individuals they may be 
subject to harsh disciplinary action by the Church. Such action will be 
approved and endorsed by the Lord for those individuals were in essence 
usurping authority and stewardship to which they were not entitled and 
were endeavoring to thwart the work of God. Thus it can be safely assumed 
that anyone who is publicly teaching doctrines contrary to those taught 
by the President of the Church is an apostate and should be dealt with 
accordingly. 



Individuals who receive revelation from the Lord regarding doctrinal 
subjects will therefore be instructed by the Lord to not discuss their rev-
elations or insights with others (or perhaps the Lord may indicate specific 
individuals with whom they may share the revelation), or else the Lord will 
restrict their revelations to information that can be freely shared with oth-
ers as a support or augmentation to what the Prophet has already taught. 

In the area of temporal knowledge, however, there is a much wider 
freedom for sharing knowledge with others. The same rules of not teaching 
anything contrary to the teachings of the Prophet still apply; but due to 
the vastness of the field of temporal knowledge there has been relatively 
little spoken by the Prophet in areas of specific application. 

"Our religion incorporates every act and word of man. No man 
should go to merchandising unless he does it in God; no man 
should go to farming or any other business unless he does it in 
the Lord. .No nation ever did live that counsel, and transacted 
its national affair's without the Lord, but what sooner or later 
went to pieces and came to naught. The same is true of all 
nations that now live or ever will live." (Brigham Young, JD 
13:60.) 

There is so much to learn in the areas of farming, manufacturing and 
business that the Prophet simply cannot dictate it all to the people. Fur-
thermore there are so many variables involved in each of these areas that 
general instructions are often not completely applicable. Thus each individ-
ual should labor diligently to gain personal revelation to solve his personal 
temporal problems. This knowledge is then free to be shared with others 
who may be facing similar problems or difficulties in their temporal af-
fairs. President Young has indicated that the application of the principle 
of revelation is much more important to solve present problems than it is 
for gaining knowledge of events which happened thousands of years ago or 
which are still in the future. Said he: 

"My mission to the people is to teach them with regard to their 
every-day lives. I presume that there are many here who have 
heard me say, years and years ago, that I cared very little about 
what will take place after the Millennium. Elders may preach 
long discourses concerning what took place in the days of Adam, 
what occurred before the creation, and what will take place 
thousands of years from now, talking of things which have oc-
curred or that will occur yet, of which they are ignorant, feeding 
the people on wind; but that is not my method of teaching. My 
desire is to teach the people what they should do now, and let 
the Millennium take care of itself To teach them to serve God 
and to build up his kingdom is my mission. I have taught faith, 
repentance, baptism for the remission of sins, and the laying 



on of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost. We are to be 
taught with regard to our every-day life in a temporal point of 
view." JD 12:228.) 

This temporal view of the purpose for receiving revelation should not 
only be extended to our vocations but to ecology and every other aspect of 
mortal life. Again President Young has counseled us saying: 

"These are the mysteries of the kingdom of God upon the earth, 
to know how to purify and sanctify our affections, the earth 
upon which we stand, the air we breath, the water we drink, 
the houses in which we dwell and the cities which we build, that 
when strangers come into our country they may feel a hallowed 
influence and acknowledge a power to which they are strangers." 
(JD 10:176.) 

Yet with all of this the most important area in which we should be seek-
ing personal revelation is to learn how to govern ourselves. Knowledge 
alone cannot save us. We must bring our actions, words, thoughts and 
feelings into subjection to the principles of righteousness. This Brigham 
clearly taught. 

"The greatest mystery a man ever learned is how to control the 
human mind, and bring every faculty and power of the same 
in subjection to Jesus Christ. This is the greatest mystery we 
have to learn while in these tabernacles of clay." (JD 1:46.) 

Man, by his nature, is a curious creature. He continually probes into 
areas unknown to him. Most of us will readily discuss the eternities and 
have strongly formed opinions concerning events and circumstances there. 
But few of us are as enthusiastic when it comes to discussing the mundane 
day to day tasks of mortality, let along self improvement. Again President 
Young counsels us in this matter: 

"You may now be inclined to say, 'We wish to hear the 
mysteries of the kingdoms of the Gods who have existed from 
eternity, and of all the kingdoms in which they will dwell; we 
desire to have these things portrayed to our understandings.' 

"Allow me to inform you that you are in the midst of it all 
now, that you are in just as good a kingdom as you will ever 
attain to, from now to all eternity, unless you make it yourselves 
by the grace of God, by the will of God, which is a code of laws 
perfectly calculated to govern and control eternal matter." (JD 
3:336) 



Thus we are now in the midst of eternity. This is why we were sent 
here. All truth, whether revealed at the present or not, could have been 
learned and probably was learned before we came here. But the lessons of 
mortality can only be learned by one process, by experience. That is why 
we are here. A man can learn all about the theory of swimming, in fact 
he could be the world's foremost authority on the theory of swimming, but 
until he gets into the water he really doesn't know how to swim. And so 
it is with life. We knew much before we slept in the veil of forgetfulness. 
Our purpose now is to practice what we then knew. We are to swim!!! We 
are free to teach others how to swim, that is to share with others personal 
revelations received as they relate to our purpose here on the earth but we 
must remember that they can only learn to swim by personal experience. 

George Q. Cannon also spoke on the subject of man's natural desire 
to learn of heavenly things, to communicate with heavenly beings at the 
expense of God's mortal messengers. Said he: 

"We often talk about and desire to see angels. Every person 
who has joined this Church has had a desire to have revelations 
from God our Heavenly Father, and have knowledge poured out 
upon him as it was poured out in abundance upon the prophets 
of old. I merely suppose that this is so with everybody else, 
because I have these feelings myself, and judge others in this 
respect by myself. But, until we learn to control and resist 
those evil influences that are now invisible, I think it would be 
unprofitable to have the administration of angels personally or 
visibly unto us. Until we can do this, I do not expect that we 
can have those other blessings profitably bestowed upon us. I 
do not expect that in the providence of God we will be favored 
with those other blessings until we can listen to and obey the 
counsels of those appointed to preside over us. I know it is 
natural for people to be anxious to have some ministering spirit 
wait on them, and reveal itself unto them. .how could I expect, 
if I disobeyed Brother Joseph Smith's counsel, that I could be 
favored with the presence and instruction of any being further 
advanced than he was when he was in the flesh?... If we disobey 
his counsel (the President of the Church), disregard his warning 
voice, and are careless respecting his teachings and the teachings 
of those associated with him, we are indeed unworthy of the 
presence of persons who have been glorified and who now dwell 
in the presence of God. I do not expect the day to come when 
this people will be favored with the administration of angels - 
with the presence of those holy and immortal beings - until we 
can learn to appreciate the teachings and instructions of the 
men of God in our midst. When that day does come that this 
people will implicitly obey the voice of them whom God has 
placed over them, and give heed to every instruction imparted 



to them by the SPIRIT OF REVELATION through the servants 
of God, then I shall expect visits from holy angels, and the glory 
and power of God to rest upon us to that extent it has never 
done hitherto but I cannot expect it before that time arrives, 
because if these blessings were to be bestowed upon us before 
we are prepared to receive them, I should fear they would turn 
to our condemnation, as they have done to many in the early 
history of this Church." (Nov. 13, 1864, JD 11:30-3 1.) 

President Cannon's words are similar in tone to the parable Jesus told 
of Lazarus and the rich man. You will recall that when they died Lazarus 
was taken to the bosom of Abraham and the rich man was cast down to 
hell. Near the close of their conversation the rich man turned to Abraham 
and begged him to send Lazarus to the home of his (the rich man's) father 
to warn his five brothers. Abraham refused, saying that his brothers had 
their prophets to direct them in the path they should go and that even if 
one from the dead, such as Lazarus, should appear before them and call 
them to repentance they would not heed, for if they would not listen to 
their prophets they would not listen to a heavenly messenger. (see Luke 
16:19-31) 

So it is with us. If we are not diligent in following the council of our 
living prophet then we will certainly not follow the advise of a heavenly 
messenger. Therefore to send messengers to those who are not prepared 
to receive them will only add condemnation upon their heads, for though 
the messages may be the same the consequences of disobedience are much 
greater. Let us therefore prepare ourselves now for future ministrations by 
obeying the council, given by the spirit, of the prophet. 

There has already been sufficient revealed to enable us to be brought 
to the point where we stand ready to enter the straight and narrow gate. 
President Young explained: 

"If they will only live up to it, there has already been enough 
taught the brethren who have lived here for years to prepare 
them to enter into the strait gate and into New Jerusalem, and 
be prepared to enjoy the society of the holy angels." (JD 8:177.) 

5.5 Revelation Given To Individuals 

When we have diligently applied the principles we have been taught by the 
prophets and have used every means at our disposal to purify ourselves and 
repent of our sins, we stand at the entrance to that strait and narrow gate 
to which President Young made reference. We are then prepared to receive 
further light and knowledge, personal revelation designed to take us beyond 
the basic principles which must be taught by the Church. 



The teachings of the Church are much like the lessons taught students 
in a one room school house. To be effective the teacher must stimulate all 
students in all grades at the same time. The advanced students must be 
challenged but not at the expense of the less prepared students, for if the 
less prepared student is left in the dust the purpose of the school will be 
destroyed. If a teacher in a one room school (the Church), could some how 
close the class to prevent other students from entering the student body 
(prevent church membership form increasing), so that the teacher always 
had the same students to work with it would be possible to eventually teach 
each and every student all there was to learn on every subject taught in 
the school (Church). Though the rate of instruction would be geared to 
the level of the slowest student, progress would be made and ultimately 
even the slowest or youngest student would be on par with the brightest 
or oldest student, even if this means that the faster learning students must 
periodically wait patiently until the younger ones catch up. Then all could 
move on to a big school for more knowledge. 

In reality, however, this is impossible to achieve because the membership 
of the class cannot be controlled. Each day there are new students being 
added to the rolls. All new students enter at the 1st grade level hence the 
teacher has to continually reteach what was previously taught. 

New converts are added to the Church (school) every day by the hun-
dreds. They must all be taught the basics of the gospel. Thus all teachings 
of the Church are geared to the level of the new or relatively new convert. 
The Church spends its time re-teaching the same principles, adapting them 
"... to the capacity of the weak and the weakest of all saints, who are or 
can be called saints." (D&C 89:3.) These teachings are designed such that 
if an individual truly applies them in his life he will reach the point where 
he can take the next step and begin receiving "higher studies  as it were, 
instructions that can only be obtained by personal revelation. These in-
structions cannot be taught openly by the Church because to do so would 
destroy those who are "... the weak and weakest of all saints," the new 
converts. 

When an individual is brought to this point there are several things he 
must know to allow him access to the further light and knowledge he seeks. 
It is for this purpose that this paper is written. The key factor to remember 
however is that all knowledge revealed to an individual by the Lord after 
he has "graduated from the one room school house" is revealed to him for 
his own personal instruction alone. He should rarely divulge it to another 
individual upon the face of the earth. If he were to do so he would jeopardize 
the individual to whom he revealed it because he doesn't know the level of 
understanding of the person with whom he is sharing it. The information he 
divulges could be the source of ruin for that individual. Furthermore, by so 
revealing he jeopardizes himself because he is usurping the stewardship and 
authority of those charged to be the "Stewards of the Mysteries." Therefore 



prior to sharing personal revelation with others it is IMPERATIVE THAT 
THE INDIVIDUAL FEEL THE PROMPTING OF THE SPIRIT TO DO 
SO OR BE WILLING TO SUFFER THE ETERNAL CONSEQUENCES 
OF SHARING THAT WHICH IS BEYOND A PERSON'S ABILITY TO 
ACCEPT. 

It was to this class of individuals, those who were receiving personal rev-
elation wherein they learned things above and beyond that publicly taught 
by the Church, that President Young was addressing when he said: 

"If the Lord Almighty should reveal to a High Priest, or to 
any other than the head... a new doctrine that will in five, 
ten, or twenty years hence become the doctrine of this Church 
and Kingdom, but which has not yet been revealed to this 
people... he must rarely divulge it to a second person on the 
face of the earth, until God reveals it through the proper source 
to become the property of the people at large." (JD 3:318.) 

"Now I want to tell you that which, perhaps, many of you do 
not know. Should you receive a vision or revelation from the 
Almighty, one that the Lord gave you concerning yourselves, 
or this people, but which you are not to reveal on account of 
your not being the proper person, or because it ought not to be 
known by the people at present, you should shut it up and seal 
it as close and lock it as tight as heaven is to you, and make it 
as secret as the grave." (JD 4:287-288.) 

5.6 Unrevealed Truths 

There is an infinite amount of truth that God has never revealed to any 
mortal. Most of these truths will forever remain beyond the reach of man 
while he is in this mortal state. 

We are totally free to speculate, or study in any area where truth has 
not been revealed. We are free to discuss these subjects openly with others. 
However there are three things that must be kept clearly in mind when 
discussing matters of speculation. 

It often becomes a waste of valuable time to enter into lengthy dis-
cussions of obscure points of doctrine. It is not wrong to exercise the 
mind and let it stretch by contemplation of the unknown, however, 
to abuse this privilege by excess use can cause one to neglect more 
important matters. 

2. It is sometimes difficult to separate speculation from belief and hence 
"Gospel Truth." More than once have contention and harsh feelings 
developed between individuals trying to support and strengthen their 



particular speculative view point. Speculation is simply not worth 
the effort when it creates contention, and at that point can develop 
into sin. 

3. By definition, speculation means delving into the unknown, or forming 
opinions and beliefs about the unknown. The Lord has said that the 
truth of these areas of the unknown has never entered into the heart 
of man. Therefore any conclusions based upon speculation must be 
recognized as not valid inasmuchas the Lord has said that the truth of 
the matter will not even enter into the heart of a man until revealed 
to him, and then it ceases to be speculation because it becomes pure 
knowledge. 

If all of these factors can be kept in proper perspective then speculation 
can serve a very useful purpose. First, it will enable one who understands 
these factors to keep his mind flexible, capable of considering things from 
a different view point. Then, when new revelation is received it will not be 
discarded or misrepresented due to prejudice or pre-conceived notions. It 
can keep a man from becoming set in his ways. 

The Greatest use of speculation however is that it forms the spring board 
for receiving revelation. When you admit that you do not know something 
and them begin thinking about it, studying about it, and sincerely trying to 
understand it you begin to place yourself in a position where the Lord can 
talk to you. Virtually every major revelation received in this dispensation 
came about by the Prophet recognizing that he was ignorant on a certain 
subject, studyied it out, and then asked the Lord for the answer. For 
an example of this process, read the 138th section of the Doctrine and 
Covenants. We as individuals are entitled to freely consider, discuss, study, 
etc., any unrevealed truth we are interested in. Keep in mind the three 
rules listed above and then bear in mind also, that any revelation the Lord 
may deem to grant upon the subject will probably be revealed to us and 
us alone. We will not be able to share it with any other person without 
incurring the wrath of a just God unless He prompts us to do so. 


