
Chapter 4 

Seek For Knowledge 

Upon finding themselves in the "Lone and Dreary World" Adam and Eve 
began their quest for further light and knowledge; which knowledge, if 
properly applied, would enable them to return to the presence of their 
Father from whence they had fallen. We, like they, have to continue our 
own personal search for that further light and knowledge. In so doing we 
are complying with the command of God. 

When a couple is married by the power of the Priesthood, they form 
the basic unit of eternity: the family. The Church is nothing more than a 
collection of eternal families units that have been organized for the express 
purpose of exalting the members thereof Upon what has the Lord based 
his Church? Joseph Smith explained: 

"Jesus, in his teachings says, "Upon this rock I will build my 
Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." What 
rock? Revelation!" (Sunday, 22 Jan. 1843; Words of Joseph, p. 
158.) 

Inasmuch as the Church must be built upon the foundation of continuing 
revelation, and the family being the basic unit of the Church, it only stands 
to reason that it is essential that the family also be built upon the principle 
of continuing revelation to guide and direct it through all it must endure. 
Furthermore, we have been counseled to: 

"Put forth your ability to learn as fast as you can, and gather 
all the strength of mind and principle of faith you possibly can." 
(Brigham Young; JD 8:146.) 

In another revelation the Lord has equated the gaining of knowledge, 
or the understanding of the mysteries of God, with obtaining eternal life. 
Said he: 

"Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries 
of God shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you be rich. 
Behold, he that hath eternal life is rich." (D&C 6:7;D&C 11:7.) 

Abraham understood this principal very clearly and desired knowledge 
of the Lord. Not only did he desire this knowledge but systematically set 
out to obtain it. When he recorded his personal history he included the 
following remarks about his desire: 



"And, finding there was greater happiness and peace and rest 
for me, I sought for the blessings of the fathers, and the right 
whereunto I should be ordained to administer the same; having 
been myself a follower of righteousness, desiring also to be one 
who possessed great knowledge, and to be a greater follower of 
righteousness, and to possess a greater knowledge, and to be a 
father of many nations, a prince of peace, and desiring to receive 
instructions, and to keep the commandments of God. I became 
a rightful heir, a High Priest, holding the right belonging to the 
fathers." (Abraham 1:2.) 

Nephi had similar feelings: 

"I Nephi, was desirous also that I might see, and hear, and 
know of these things, by the power of the Holy Ghost, which is 
the gift of God unto all those who diligently seek him, as well 
in times of old as in the time that he should manifest himself 
unto the children of man. 

"For he is the same yesterday, today, and forever; and the 
way is prepared for all men from the foundation of the world, if 
it so be that they repent and come unto him. 

"For he that diligently seeketh shall find; and the mysteries 
of God shall be unfolded unto them, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, as well in these times as in times of old, and as well in 
times of old as in times to come; wherefore, the course of the 
Lord is one eternal round." (1 Nephi 10:17-19.) 

These two great Patriarchs understood the principle of gaining instruc-
tion from on high. They knew that without personal instruction from God 
it would be impossible for them to return to the presence of their Father 
and receive the exaltation he has promised the faithful. Joseph Smith like-
wise counseled the saints of his day that they could have all knowledge if 
they so desired. 

"God has not revealed anything to Joseph, but what He will 
make known unto the twelve, and even the least Saint may 
know all things as fast as he is able to bear them." (Joseph 
Smith; D.H.C., 3:380.) 

Joseph here states that it is possible for even the least of the saints, that 
is, the weakest and most ignorant of them, to gain knowledge as fast as they 
are able to bear, accept, understand, and IMPLEMENT what they learn. 
Is it possible for an individual to learn too much too quickly of the things 
of God? The answer to this is both Yes, and No. Yes!, it is possible for an 
individual to learn too much too quickly, for if he does not understand what 



is taught it will only serve to frustrate and discourage; and if he does not 
accept and obey, it could lead to his destruction. However, if an individual 
puts forth the effort to understand what he learns as well as accept and 
implement what he is taught, insofar as he is permitted (limited by his fear 
of man), it is impossible for him to learn too fast. Said Joseph upon this 
point: 

.If you do right, no danger in going to fast; he said he did not 
care how fast we run the path of virtue. Resist evil and there 
is no danger." (Words of Joseph Smith, p.  117.) 

Wilford Woodruff echoed the same feeling saying: 

"It is our privilege to follow the dictates of the Spirit of the 
Lord, and to have it for our guide and companion and by doing 
this the blessings of the heavens will be upon us as fast as we 
are prepared to receive them." (JD 8:270.) 

Not only is it permissible for the Saints to gain knowledge if they so 
desire but such a course is part of the gospel plan. Brigham Young stated: 

"The religion embraced by the Latter-day Saints, if only slightly 
understood, prompts them to search diligently after knowledge. 
There is no other people in existence more eager to see, hear, 
learn, and understand truth." (JD 8:6.) 

Implied in this statement is the fact that any Latter-day Saint who does 
not have a strong desire to diligently search after greater knowledge, does 
not even slightly understand the religion they have embraced. This desire 
to gain knowledge can lead an individual into any subject he may desire to 
learn about. There are absolutely no restrictions for there is no subject that 
is unlawful for the saints of God to enquire after. Orson Pratt explained 
this very clearly. 

"We should not get into that old sectarian notion, that we have 
no right to know anything about this, that, or the other; and 
that we must not pry into this, that, or the other. That is an 
old sectarian notion, which we have fought against all the day 
long, and we do not want it to creep into the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. It is the privilege of its members to 
let their minds expand, and to ponder upon the things of God, 
and to enquire of Him, and by and by, when we have prepared 
ourselves by getting all the knowledge we possibly can from that 
which is written, God will give us more." (JD 16:336.) 

In our pursuit of knowledge we are free to study the sciences, the fine 
arts, or any other field of interest. Yet there is one subject area that 



we have a greater responsibility to understand than any other, and that 
area is theology. Concerning the education of the saints Brigham Young 
commented: 

"There are a great many branches of education: some go to 
college to learn languages, some to study law, physics, or study 
astronomy and various other branches of science. We want every 
branch of science taught in this place that is taught in the world. 
But our favourite (sic) study is that branch which particularly 
belongs to the Elders of Israel--namely, theology. Every Elder 
should become a profound theologian--should understand this 
branch better than all the world." (JD 6:317.) 

Thus, we as Elders in Israel have a great responsibility to learn theology, 
the things of God, above every other study we may pursue. Knowledge of 
God can be obtained to a limited degree from studying the scriptures and 
other books but eventually one must go to the source of that knowledge, 
even God and enquire for himself. 

Orson Pratt was one of the finest writers our generation has produced. 
He had a unique ability to study the scriptures, hear the words of the living 
prophets, and use his reasoning powers to gain deep insights into eternal 
principles. He also had the ability to then share those insights with others 
in a profound manner. Yet for all his understanding he was counseled by 
the President of the Church, Brigham Young, to: 

"..lay aside his philosophical reasoning and get revelation from 
God to govern him and enlighten his mind more; and it would 
be a great blessing to him to lay aside his books and go into the 
canyons as some of the rest of us were going (for the purpose of 
communing with God and receiving personal revelation), and 
it would be better for him." (Journal of Wilford Woodruff, 17 
Sep. 1854.) 

Most of us hardly think twice about the things of God. We go to church 
each Sunday, listen to the speakers and attend our classes, most of which 
are very superficial. Upon returning to our homes we become so involved 
in daily living and the hectic pace of life that we seldom think of studying 
the gospel; especially since most members of the Church feel they already 
understand the gospel in every detail anyway. So who and what do we 
serve? Their studies, when they have them, are simply a rehash of the 
same old thing, they become bored and quickly lose interest because of the 
superficiality of their studies. Such should not be the case. Joseph Smith 
advised the saints to... 

it go on to perfection, and search deeper and deeper into the 
mysteries of Godliness. A man (or woman) can do nothing 



for himself unless God directs him in the right way and the 
Priesthood is for that purpose." (T.P.J.S., p.  364.) 

By following this process of searching deeper and deeper into the mys-
teries of Godliness we will qualify to receive the blessing of obtaining that 
knowledge for which we are seeking, even as the Lord had promised: 

"Behold thou shalt observe all these things, and great shall be 
thy reward; for unto you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom, but unto the world it is not given to know them." 
(D&C 42:65.) 

Joseph Smith has instructed us of the great importance of obtaining 
this knowledge when he said: 

"What is the object of our coming into existence, then dying 
and falling away to be heard no more? This is a subject we 
ought to study more than any other, which we ought to study 
day and night. If we have any claim on our Heavenly Father for 
anything, it is for knowledge on this important subject-could 
we read and comprehend all that has been written from the 
days of Adam on the relations of man to God and angels in a 
future state, we should know very little about it. Could you 
gaze in heaven five minutes you would know more than you 
possibly can know by reading all that ever was written on the 
subject... What did they (the Hebrew saints) learn by coming 
to the spirits of just men made perfect? Is it written? No! The 
spirits of just men are made ministering servants to those who 
are sealed up to life eternal and it is through them that the 
sealing power comes down." (Words of Joseph, p. 254; Mon. 9 
Oct 1843.) 

One rule of caution should be emphasized however. As a person desires 
and searches after knowledge from God, he should be prepared to receive 
the information he may be given. Often we may not expect to learn what 
the Lord will reveal to us. The brother of Jared will serve as a good example 
of this principle. He prayed unto the Lord that He would touch the sixteen 
crystallin stones that they might give light in the boats during their long 
crossing of the ocean. As the Lord touched the stones, the brother of Jared 
was amazed to see the finger of the Lord and expressed his fear and wonder. 
The Lord asked him if he had seen more than His finger, to which the 
prophet replied "Nay; Lord, show thyself unto me." However the Lord was 
not going to comply with this request simply because it was made, rather 
He asked the brother of Jared a pointed question first. Said He, "Believest 
thou the words which I SHALL speak?" (Ether 3:5-13) The prophet had 
to first commit himself to believe all that the Lord would teach him. Upon 
reflection it will be readily apparent that if the Lord's teachings at that 



moment would have been logical or easy to understand and believe, the 
question would have had no purpose. The Lord was about to reveal things 
to the prophet which were so new, so "unbelievable", that it was necessary 
for the Lord to get a commitment from him prior to the revelation. 

THE SAME PRINCIPLE APPLIES TO ALL WHO DESIRE TO BE 
TAUGHT OF THE LORD, whether they desire revelation on doctrinal 
issues, history of the earth, or assistance in solving family problems. Prior 
to inquiring of the Lord each individual should make a firm commitment 
that whatever the Lord may teach him or require of him he will believe and 
obey. For IF HE (SHE) RECEIVES IT WITH A DOUBTFUL HEART IT 
WILL ONLY SERVE TO CONDEMN HIM (HER). Joseph Smith stated: 

"I believe all that God ever revealed, and I never heard of a 
man being damned for believing too much but they are damned 
for unbelief" (Sunday, 16 June 1844; Words of Joseph p. 381.) 

Now what is the purpose of gaining all of this knowledge? As was stated 
earlier we are all trying to return to the presence of our Father in Heaven. 
He dwells in Celestial Burnings and lives in a society of Gods, all of whom 
keep Celestial law. At this point in man's progression he is totally ignorant 
of those Celestial laws and is therefore unable to conform his life to them. 
Therefore he is prevented from achieving his goal of returning to God's 
presence because he is not living the law of the Celestial Kingdom. It is for 
this reason that man yearns to gain further light and knowledge; so that 
he may learn of Celestial law and begin to incorporate them into his life. 
Then when he has fully mastered them he will be capable of returning to 
the presence of his Father. Joseph Smith explained this very clearly: 

"We consider that God has created man with a mind capable 
of instruction, and a faculty which may be enlarged in propor-
tion to the heed and diligence given to the light communicated 
from heaven to the intellect and that the nearer man approaches 
perfection, the clearer are his views, and the greater his enjoy-
ments, till he has overcome the evils of his life and lost every 
desire for sin; and like the ancients, arrives at the point of faith 
where he is wrapped in the power and glory of his Maker and is 
caught up to dwell with Him. But we consider that this is a sta-
tion to which no man ever arrived in a moment: he must have 
been instructed in the government and laws of that kingdom 
by proper degrees, until his mind is capable in some measure of 
comprehending the propriety, justice, equality, and consistency 
of the same... it is necessary for men to receive an understand-
ing concerning the laws of the heavenly kingdom, before they 
are permitted to enter it: we mean the celestial glory. So dis-
similar are the governments of men, and so diverse are their 
laws, from the government and laws of heaven, that a man, for 



instance, hearing that there was a country on this globe called 
the United States of North America, could take his journey to 
this place without first learning the laws of governments; but 
the conditions of God's kingdom are such, that all who are made 
partakers of the glory, are under the necessity of learning some-
thing respecting it previous to their entering into it." (Joseph 
Smith; TPJS, p.  51.) 

Thus we see that it is essential to learn the laws of the Celestial Kingdom 
prior to our being admitted therein. "To become a joint heir of the heirship 
of the Son," Joseph explained, "one must put away all his false traditions." 
(TPJS, p.  321) Knowledge to do this can only be obtained by gaining 
personal revelation upon the subject, for it is not available in any other 
manner. As these laws are made known to us, it is required that we practice 
them in our lives, insofar as we are permitted, so that we may elevate 
ourselves to a higher level of righteousness until ultimately we are qualified 
to be admitted into the Celestial Society, having proven ourselves capable 
of living their higher laws. We should study, seek for, and pray continually 
for these blessings. As Elder Bruce R. McConkie explained: 

"It is clear that we should pray for all that in wisdom and righ-
teousness we should have. Certainly we should seek for a testi-
mony, for revelations, for all of the gifts of the Spirit, including 
the fulfillment of the promise in Doctrine and Covenants 93:1 of 
seeing the face of the Lord. But above all our other petitions, 
we should plead for the companionship of the Holy Ghost in 
this life and for eternal life in the world to come." (Ensign, 
Jan. 1976, p.  10.) 

This must be done in faith, for as Joseph explained: 

"Without faith it is impossible to please God, for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a revealer to those 
who diligently seek him." (Words of Joseph, p. 41.) 

Our ability to receive personal revelations from God, instructing us in 
the knowledge which we seek, as well as our ability to comprehend the 
mysteries of the Kingdom when they are revealed, is contingent upon and 
"enlarged in proportion to the heed and diligence given to the light com-
municated from heaven," in previous revelation (TPJS, p.  51). As our 
diligence in keeping the commandments increases, our faith will likewise 
increase, our self confidence among men will also increase and, as the scrip- 
tures state, our confidence "shall wax strong in the presence of God," (D&C 
121:45). This means that we will feel very comfortable in His presence and 
long to be there. Through this association with Him we may gain eternal 
life, for of truth, "This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3). Brother 



McConkie said: 

"To know God in that full sense that will enable us to gain eter -
nal salvation means that we must know what he knows, enjoy 
what he enjoys, experience what he experiences." (Conference 
Report, Apr. 1966, p.  79.) 

Such knowledge, joy, and experiences are not easily obtained. One must 
be willing to pay the sacrificial price requisite of personal revelation. It is 
impossible to obtain knowledge of God in any other way, as President John 
Taylor expressed: 

"The philosophers in the world understand something of the 
rules of natural philosophy, but those rules will never lead a 
man to the knowledge of God; if he ever obtains this knowl-
edge, it must be by the principle of revelation. All the works 
of God, whether on the earth or in the heaven, are constructed 
on strictly philosophical principles. We understand in part the 
things of Earth; when we see the things as God sees them, we 
shall then understand the philosophy of the heavens; the mys-
teries of eternity will be unfolded and the operations of mind, 
matter, spirit, purpose, and designs, causes and effects and all 
the stupendous operations of God will be developed, and they 
will be bound to accord with the strictest principles of philoso-
phy, even the philosophy of the heavens." (JD 10:117-118.) 

In our quest for knowledge we must understand that there is no subject 
which should frighten us. At present our minds understand only a few finite 
subjects, but we must not be content to remain on that level. Joseph Smith 
and John Taylor both explained the expanding effect that revelation has 
upon the human mind: 

"Thy mind, 0 man! If thou wilt lead a soul unto salvation must 
stretch as high as the utmost heavens, and search unto and con-
template the darkest abyss, and the broad expanse of eternity - 
thou must commune with God." (Joseph Smith; History of the 
Church 3:295.) 

"The light of revelation - the light of truth, the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, the power of God... it is as high as heaven.., it is deeper 
than hell... it is as wide as the universe, it extends over all 
creation. It goes back into eternity and forward into eternity. 
It associates with the past, present and future; it is connected 
with time and eternity, with men, angels and Gods, with beings 
that were, that are, and that are to come." (John Taylor; JD 
15:24-25.) 



It is so essential that we, the saints of God understand these principles, 
that our very salvation and exaltation hinges upon it. We cannot continue 
on borrowed light but must obtain knowledge for ourselves. 

You might ponder the above quotes. If you want to know the 
things of god, you must place yourself in such a position that 
you are about to be destroyed and that only god can save you; 
giving the idea that you will either be divinely delivered (and 
thus instructed), or you will be destroyed by the adversary. (Also 
study D&C 98.) 

Brigham Young explained that it was necessary that we not even accept 
the teachings of the prophet of the Church merely because HE said it, rather 
we should have personal revelation confirming the validity of those teachings 
to our souls. Said he: 

"If I should undertake to tell the people what I believe in my 
heart and what seemeth... to me to be eternal truth, how would 
they know unless they had the spirit of revelation to say to them 
whether it was a truth or untruth?" (Manuscript Addresses of 
B.Y. April 25, 1855; The Adam-God Maze, p.  14.) 

On another occasion he taught: 

"Brethren and sisters, it is your privilege to enjoy the spirit of 
revelation as much as any person or people that ever lived on 
the face of this earth." (JD 7: May 29, 1859.) 

Inasmuch as it is our privilege to receive personal revelation as much 
as any one else; each person could properly ask himself: "How many rev-
elations have I received? Has my life been directed by the promptings of 
the Spirit? Have I gazed upon the eternities and had the heavens opened 
unto my view?" Have many of us received the same revelations that the 
prophets have received? The Prophet Lehi received certain revelations from 
the Lord which he shared with his family. Most of them reacted the same 
way that we react when we read that account. They accepted it with vary-
ing levels of belief. Nephi, however, reacted differently. Upon hearing his 
father recount his vision Nephi retired into the wilderness alone and knelt 
down to offer up the desires of his heart. What was that desire? Said he: 

"And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceeding young, 
nevertheless being large in stature, and also having great desires 
to know of the mysteries of God, wherefore, I did cry unto the 
Lord: and behold he did visit me... For it came to pass after 
I had desired to know the things that my father had seen, and 
believing that the Lord was able to make them known unto me, 



as I sat pondering in mine heart I was caught away in the Spirit 
of the Lord, yea, into an exceeding high mountain, which I never 
had before seen and upon which I never had before set my foot. 
And the Spirit said unto me: Behold, what desirest thou? And 
I said: I desire to behold the things which my father saw. And 
the Spirit said unto me... Thou shalt behold the things which 
thou hast desired." (INephi 2:16; 11:1-6.) 

Nephi was the only member of his family who trusted in the Lord so 
totally, that with confidence he could go before the Lord and make such 
a request, and not only make the request but firmly believe that the Lord 
would hear his prayers and grant him that same vision. This same attitude 
should be deeply cultivated and developed by each one of us. As Brigham 
admonished the saints: 

"If you would take my counsel you never would cease to plead 
with the Lord, until He opened the eyes of your understanding 
and revealed eternity to you, that you might know for yourselves 
how things are, and when you know and keep in that spirit, you 
will never be deceived, but the spirit of truth will always be with 
you, and if you cleave to that, it will lead you into all truth and 
holiness." (JID 3:157; May 6, 1855.) 

If we repent of our sins and humble ourselves before the Lord he will 
hear our prayers. Then we, like Nephi of old, may behold the visions of 
eternity. The Lord has promised this blessing unto all who will observe the 
law. 

"For thus saith the Lord - I the Lord, am merciful and gracious 
unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve 
me in righteousness and in truth unto the end. Great shall 
be their reward and eternal shall be their glory. And to them 
will I reveal all mysteries, yea, all the hidden mysteries of my 
kingdom from days of old, and for ages to come, will I make 
known unto them the good pleasure of my will concerning all 
things pertaining to my kingdom." (D&C 76:5-7.) 

That this process of obtaining further light and knowledge is not an 
easy one is without doubt, but just as certain is the reward for diligence. 
Joseph Smith, our dispensation head and the man who understood more 
clearly the principles of personal revelation than any other man of our time, 
has commanded us saying: 

"Search the scriptures - search the revelations which we publish, 
and ask your Heavenly Father, in the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ, to manifest the truth unto you, and if you do it with an 
eye single to His Glory nothing doubting, He will answer you by 



the power of His Holy Spirit. You will then know for yourselves 
and not from another. You will not then be dependent on man 
for the knowledge of God; nor will there be any room for spec-
ulation, No; for when men receive their instruction from Him 
that made them, they know how He will save them." (Joseph 
Smith; TPJS, p.  11-12.) 

By heeding this process we may each receive that portion of the revealed 
word which the Lord in His wisdom sees fit to grant us. Then we each may 
testify, as Elder McConkie has: 

"I know man can commune with his Maker, can petition the 
throne of grace and receive answers to his prayers, because I 
have done so. I know man can receive revelations, because I 
have received them." (General Conference, Ensign, Dec. 1969, 
p. 85.) 

What applies to men in these matters also applies to women. God is no 
respecter of persons, personal righteousness is all that matters, not gender. 

"Where spiritual things are concerned, as pertaining to all of 
the gifts of the Spirit, with reference to the receipt of revela-
tion, the gaining of testimonies, and the seeing of visions, in 
all matters that pertain to godliness and holiness and which are 
brought to pass as a result of personal righteousness - in all these 
things men and women stand in a position of absolute equality 
before the Lord." (Bruce R. McConkie; Our Sisters From the 
Beginning, Ensign Jan. 1979, p.  61.) 

Thus it behooves all of us to follow the instruction given to us of the 
Lord when he said: 

"If Thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revela-
tion, knowledge upon knowledge, that thou mayest know the 
mysteries and peaceable things - that which bringeth joy, that 
which bringeth life eternal." (D&C 42:61.) 

Again we are commanded to ask God for knowledge: 

"Ask that you may know the mysteries of God... and according 
to your faith shall it be done unto you." (D&C 8:11.) 

The very church to which we belong is based upon the principle of asking 
God for knowledge which we lack. Joseph read a now famous passage in 
the Bible which he took to be literally true. 



"If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." 
(James 1:5.) 

The Lord reemphasized this counsel in modern revelation in almost 
identical language. 

"Therefore, he that lacketh wisdom, let him ask of me, and I 
will give him liberally and upbraid him not." (D&C 42:68.) 

The Lord is our loving Father. He desires only that which is best for 
us. If it were improper for us to ask Him regarding subjects upon which we 
had no previous knowledge, or upon which He had not previously revealed 
His will, He would have so instructed. On the contrary, however, He twice 
states that He will not upbraid us for seeking this knowledge. To upbraid is 
to criticize, scold, reproach, or to find fault with. The Lord will not upbraid 
us for seeking for knowledge by asking him in prayer about anything which 
we desire to learn. The important thing is to ask, for he will not reveal 
anything unto us if we do not ask. He instructed us as follows: 

"If thou wilt inquire, thou shalt know mysteries which are great 
and marvelous;... "(D&C 6:11.) 

It almost seems that the Lord is baiting us to inquire of Him, tantalizing 
us with the promise of "great and marvelous" revelations; almost begging, 
as it were to inquire of Him. How frustrated He must feel when we pay no 
attention to His invitation. Nephi, the great seer of old, clearly understood 
this principle: 

"And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceeding young, nev -
ertheless being large in stature, and also having a great DESIRE 
to know of the mysteries of God, wherefore, I did cry unto the 
Lord; and behold he did visit me... "(I Nephi 2:16) 

"Behold, he hath heard my cry by day, and he hath given 
me knowledge by visions in the nighttime. And by day I have 
waxed bold in mighty prayer before him; yea, my voice have 
I sent up on high; and angels came down and ministered unto 
me. And upon the wings of the Spirit hath my body been 
carried away upon exceeding high mountains. And mine eyes 
have beheld great things, yea, even too great for man; therefore 
I was bidden that I should not write them. 

"Yea I know that God will give liberally to him that asketh. 
Yea, my God will give me if I ask not amiss... "(II Nephi 4:23-
25,3 5.) 



-If ye will not harden your hearts, and ask me in faith, 
believing that ye shall receive, with diligence in keeping my 
commandments, surely these things shall be made known unto 
you... 

"And I, Nephi, did go into the mount oft, and I did pray 
oft unto the Lord, wherefore the Lord showed unto me great 
things." (INephi 15:11;18:3.) 

The principle of asking God for knowledge is so important that without 
asking the right questions of Him it is impossible for Him to teach us. For 
example: When Christ was upon the earth during His mortal ministry He 
told His disciples that He had other sheep which were not of this (their) 
fold. The apostles erroneously assumed that He was referring to the gentiles 
and therefore never asked Him to clarify that statement. Christ knew of 
their misunderstanding yet He did nothing to correct it because they did 
not ask Him for further understanding upon this subject. When Jesus then 
visited the Nephites following His resurrection He again spoke of His other 
sheep. Only this time He specifically stated that: 

1. The Nephites were one of the groups that He had reference to when 
He made that statement to His original twelve in Jerusalem. 

2. The Twelve had misunderstood His meaning. 

3. They did not ask Him regarding His meaning and therefore He was 
commanded by His Father to say nothing more upon this subject to 
them even though they were the governing board of the Church, the 
Quorum of the Twelve. 

4. The Lord used some very strong language to describe this lack of 
desire on the part of His original Twelve to understand His meaning. 
He said that He withheld more information from them because of their 
"stiffneckedness and unbelief' and "it is because of their iniquity that 
they know not." 

The Lord then commands the Nephite disciples to write the true 
meaning of His Statements so that if his original Twelve (they that 
were "with me in my ministry") never ask for this knowledge it will 
be preserved for future generations and will be brought forth during 
the time of the "fullness of the Gentiles." (See 3 Nephi 15:14; 16:4.) 

This is only an example of the type of knowledge that is lost to us 
because we do not ask. How heavy must be the heart of our Father because 
of our lack of faith, our lack of desire to learn of Him. He calls to us to 
search for Him. He beckons us to seek His face. He pleads for us to learn 



great mysteries at His hand. Typical of the instructions He longs to share 
with us are the writings of the Brother of Jared and John the Revelator. 
Mormon, that great Nephite abridger, explained that the writings of these 
two prophets were sealed up by him according to the command of the Lord. 

"For the Lord said unto me: They shall not go forth unto 
the gentiles until the day that they shall repent of their iniquity, 
and become clean before the Lord. 

"And in that day that they shall exercise faith in me, saith 
the Lord, even as the brother of Jared did, that they may be- 
come sanctified in me, then will I manifest unto them the things 
which the brother of Jared saw; even to the unfolding unto them 
all my revelations, saith Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Fa-
ther of the heavens and of the earth, and all things that in them 
are. 

"And he that will contend against the word of the Lord, let 
him be accursed; and he that shall deny these things, let him 
be accursed; for unto them will I show no greater things, saith 
Jesus Christ; for I am he who speaketh. 

"But he that believeth these things which I have spoken, 
him will I visit with the manifestations of my Spirit, and he 
shall know and bear record. For because of my Spirit he shall 
know that these things are true; for it persuadeth men to do 
good... 

"Come unto me, 0 ye Gentiles, and I will show unto you 
the greater things, the knowledge which is hid up because of 
unbelief... 

"Behold, when ye shall rend that veil of unbelief which doth 
cause you to remain in your awful state of wickedness. .then shall 
the great and marvelous things which have been hid up from 
the foundation of the world from you - yea, when ye shall call 
upon the Father in my name, with a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit, then shall ye know that the Father hath remembered the 
covenant which he made unto your fathers, 0 house of Israel. 

"And then shall my revelation which I have caused to be 
written by my servant John be unfolded in the eyes of all the 
people." (Ether 4:6-15; see also D&C 6:26-28.) 

It is so important to learn to pray, asking for knowledge, that Joseph 
Smith stated that this form of gaining knowledge was much superior to 
learning from books, presumably even including the scriptures. 



"The only way to obtain truth and wisdom, is not to ask it 
from books, but to go to God in prayer and obtain divine teach-
ing." (Joseph Smith; 3 Oct 1841; Times and Seasons 2:577-578; 
Words of Joseph, p. 77.) 

King Benjamin, the Nephite Prophet/King assembled his subjects that 
he might speak with them just prior to his death. He likewise commanded 
his followers to unfold their minds to the mysteries of God: 

"My brethren, all ye that have assembled yourselves together, 
you that can hear my words which I shall speak unto you this 
day; for I have not commanded you to come up hither to trifle 
with the words which I shall speak, but that you should hearken 
unto me, and open your ears that ye may hear, and your hearts 
that ye may understand, and your minds that the mysteries of 
God may be unfolded to your view." (Mosiah 2:9.) 

If we follow the admonitions of Benjamin and the other prophets we will 
receive the reward of knowledge that no one else on the face of the earth 
has received or has even contemplated. Said the Lord: 

"God shall give unto you knowledge by his Holy Spirit, yea, 
by the unspeakable gift of the Holy Ghost, that has not been 
revealed since the world was until now." (D&C 121:26.) 

Some times when we ask the Lord questions He does not answer us 
immediately. Sometimes He makes us ask again and again. On occasions 
it may even seem that he has lent us a deaf ear. On these occasions it 
is important to not stop asking until an answer of some kind is received. 
It is necessary to weary the Lord in persistent asking, with faith, nothing 
doubting, and He will eventually answer. The Savior gave us two examples 
or parables to teach us the principle of not becoming discouraged in our 
asking, when no apparent answer is given. The first parable is the story of 
the widow and the unjust judge. 

"And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint; Saying. There was in a city a 
judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man; And there 
was a widow in that city, and she came unto him, saying, Avenge 
me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but after-
ward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard 
man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, 
lest by her continual coming she weary me. And the Lord said, 
Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge his 
own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them?" (Luke 18:1-7.) 



Notice that the Lord prefaced this parable by saying that the purpose 
of it was to teach men that they "ought always to pray" even to "weary" 
their God. The Second great parable dealing with this subject was told 
by the Lord immediately after he recounted what is known as "The Lord's 
Prayer." He is instructing his disciples in the principles of prayer. 

"And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend 
me three loaves; For a friend of mine in his journey is come to 
me, and I have nothing to set before him? And he from within 
shall answer and say, Trouble me not; the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I 
say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he 
is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give 
him as many as he needeth. And I say unto you, Ask, and it 
shall be given you; Seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you. For everyone that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened." (Luke 11:5-10.) 

Let us therefore press forward in our search for knowledge by asking the 
Lord the questions which will grant us the knowledge we seek, and persist 
in asking, seeking, and knocking, until He sees fit to answer our questions 
and teach us the things we desire to know. We may be surprised to learn 
on that great day of judgment that our failure to persistently ask will be 
viewed by the Lord as wickedness and iniquity. 

SEE D&C 136:32 

ACTS 17:27 


