
Chapter 13 

Receiving The Oracles Of God 

Angels And Just Men Made Perfect 

A few years after the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was 
organized, Joseph Smith saw fit to establish "The Kingdom of God" and 
teach people about it; so far as he ordained men and women into the King-
dom of God. 

It appears that the ordinances that were introduced in the Church were 
necessary so an individual could use them to "Call down the Oracles of 
God" and receive them, thus enabling a person to become a member of the 
Kingdom of God. 

Oracles of God, are messengers sent forth from His throne. They do His 
will to bless mankind. It seems their presence is a sign that the Kingdom 
of God exists. Franklin D. Richards said: 

"Wherever the Oracles of God are received and found there is 
the Kingdom of God" (Scriptural Items, Sunday Jan 22, 1843; 
Words of Joseph Smith, p.159.) 

In William Clayton Diary we find this: 

"He said where the oracles of God are revealed there is the 
Kingdom of God. Wherever the oracles of God are and sub-
jects to obey those oracles there is the Kingdom of God. What 
constitutes the Kingdom of God? An administrator who has 
the power of calling down the oracles of God, and subjects to 
receive those oracles no matter if there are but 3, 4, or 6, there 
is the Kingdom of God." (Sunday - Jan 22, 1843; Words of 
Joseph Smith, p.159.) 

The prophet Joseph, indicated that "power to call down" must be there. 
We get this power through knowledge, given to us in the Church. Brother 
Heber C. Kimball taught: 

"Perhaps you will not agree with me in what I am now going to 
state, but be this as it may, I am satisfied that it is true. This 
people will never improve in their minds or advance in spiritual 
intelligence until they improve and advance their temporal in-
terests (stewardship on earth, over material things, for the right 



reasons)... Now, I can tell you all candidly that unless you ad-
vance in these temporal improvements you never will increase 
in spiritual knowledge; the one cannot thrive without the other. 
You may think it strange that you cannot enjoy religion and the 
Spirit of God in a little, miserable log cabin, but you must re-
member that the temporal and spiritual go hand in hand, they 
are inseparably connected, and you may rest assured that the 
one cannot advance far along the path of progression without 
the other (We must pass the tests in both areas to progress). 
This has been one of my principles ever since I came to a knowl-
edge of the truth... To the people of Provo I will say. .go forward 
with such.., improvements as will rouse up your spirits, elevate 
your minds to action and make you energetic in the Work of 
God, and the blessings of the Almighty will rest upon you and 
you will increase in the knowledge of the principles of eternal 
life. This I know by experience and by practice... If you wish 
salvation, go to work with your might and strength to do what 
the Lord requires at your hands through his servants whom he 
has appointed. You need not expect Him to come to you, espe-
cially as you are not prepared to see Him. As members of the 
body of Christ we are called upon to labor and to do our part 
towards building up His kingdom, and should all have equal 
interest in the kingdom. We manifest our attachment to the 
principles of progress and improvement, both of which are inti-
mately connected with the building up of zion, when we plant 
orchards and vineyards, and when we make good gardens, good 
farms, and when we build good houses in doing all of which we 
get a liberal reward as we go along. Then let us stretch forth our 
hands and build up the towns and cities of zion... Now I want 
to see you do these things here that you may make yourselves 
happy and comfortable, and also that you may place yourselves 
in a situation that your Father and God can send his angels to 
visit and to bless you. Don't you think that angels would like to 
see a garden around your houses if they were to come and visit 
you? Who are angels? They are sanctified men who once lived 
upon this earth and held the Priesthood just as we do now, and 
who are co-workers with us... "(JD 10: 233-237.) 

Does any of this sound familiar? Has not our prophet today told us the 
same things? But note why we do these things!!!! NOT FOR MONEY. 
"But the laborer in Zion shall labor for Zion; for if they labor for money 
they shall perish" (2 Nephi 26:31). 

We see in D&C and Church history when the people are poverty stricken 
they may receive great spiritual blessings in a hovel but when they can 
do better with their stewardship than they are doing, then they will not 
receive the blessings they desire. For example baptisms in the Mississippi 



river until they could afford a temple, etc. Endowments on mountain tops, 
endowment house, then temples. This is the principle of doing the best you 
can with what you have to work with. The Lord is not against poverty, He 
is against staying there when you can move ahead. But always for Him, 
not selfish and prideful reasons. Also read Joseph Smith about poverty and 
cares of the world preventing revelation (Words of Joseph Smith, p.  196). 

All of this knowledge must come together as we progress. Seeking the 
Kingdom of God, and desiring it to be here on earth so we may be a part 
of it, requires us to use the knowledge we gain. 

"We may look for angels and receive their ministrations, but we 
are to try the spirits and prove them, for it is often the case 
that men make a mistake in regard to these things. God has 
so ordained that when He has communicated, no vision is to be 
taken but what you see by the seeing of the eye, or what you 
hear by the hearing of the ear. When you see a vision, pray 
for a interpretation; if you get not this, shut it up; there must 
be certainty in this matter. An open vision will manifest that 
which is more important. Lying spirits are going forth in the 
earth. There will be great manifestations of spirits, both false 
and true." (Teachings of Joseph Smith, p.161.) 

This quote is repeated because it contains many truths to study. The 
act of using our power to "call down" will bring the Kingdom of God to 
us, as stated before. One must be aware of the council given about doing 
these things. Ponder the following: 

"Do angels live at the present day as they did in ancient times? 
Everyone will say that they still live. Are they the messengers 
of the Most High now as they were in ancient times? Yes... Is 
there anything in the Bible that indicates that a period or day 
would come when the ministration of angels would no longer be 
necessary? No... to the contrary, we find that the Apostle Paul, 
in speaking of angels, says - "Are they not all ministering spirits 
sent forth to minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation?" 
Now, if there be any heirs of salvation on the earth in the 19th 
(20th or 21st) century, why not these ministering spirits be sent 
forth to minister for them? And if sent forth, why should they 
withhold their glory and their personal presence from those to 
whom they administer? Why not reveal themselves as they did 
in ancient times, personally and bodily, so that the eye of the 
individual to whom they administer may behold them? We can 
see nothing whatsoever that indicates, in the least degree, that 
these privileges are to be withheld from the children of men 
(that are worthy). (Orson Pratt, Sept. 28, 1873; JD 16:212-
213.) 



Brother Kimball had some to say about why this may not happen. 

"But do you suppose that angels will pay friendly visits to those 
who do not live up to their privileges? Would you? No, you 
would not like to visit with persons who lie, and steal your 
goods, and borrow and never repay. Would not you forsake 
such persons? Yes, you would. Will the Holy Ghost dwell with 
a man who will lie, steal and swear? No. It is written that 
where the Holy Ghost takes up its abode the Father and Son 
will come and abide. That is the God whom I serve, one who 
has millions of angels at His command. (March 2, 1856; JD 
3:230.) 

Also see "God, Man, and Universe" under Second Comforter, Calling 
and Election, and More Sure Word of Prophecy. Salvation in the Kingdom 
of God, means different things to different people; based on their level of 
knowledge and what they do with the knowledge. 

"A man may be saved, after the judgment, in the terrestrial 
kingdom, or in the telestial kingdom, but he can never see the 
celestial kingdom of God, without being born of water and the 
Spirit. He may receive a glory like unto the moon, or a star, 
but he can never come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels; to the general assembly and Church of the 
Firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the judge 
of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Je-
sus the Mediator of the new covenant, unless he becomes as 
a little child (teachable), and is taught by the Spirit of God. 
Wherefore, we again say, SEARCH THE REVELATIONS OF 
GOD; study the prophecies, and rejoice that God grants unto 
the world Seers and Prophets. They are they who saw the mys-
teries of godliness; they saw the flood before it came; they saw 
angels ascending and descending upon a ladder that reached 
from earth to heaven;... And, fellow sojourners upon earth, it 
is your privilege to purify yourselves and come up to the same 
glory, and see for yourselves, and know for yourselves. Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you." (Joseph Smith Aug 1832; Teachings, 
p.12-13; HC 1:282-284.) 

So do we begin to see what the Kingdom of God is like? Do we want to 
be a part of it? 

We can!!! 


