
Chapter 12 

Administering To The Sick 

One of the earliest practices of the Church, both in ancient and modern 
times, is to administer to the sick. The Lord explained, as recorded in 
Matthew, that "... these signs shall follow them that believe.., they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover" (Matt. 16:17-18). Joseph 
Smith gave further clarification stating that this sign would follow anyone 
who believed, whether they held the Priesthood or not, whether they were 
a member of the Church or not. It was with this justification that he stated 
that women were justified in exercising their faith and laying their hands 
upon the heads of the sick and blessing them with their prayers to be healed. 

"No matter who believeth, these signs, such as healing the 
sick, casting out devils, etc., should follow all that believe, 
whether male or female. He asked the Society if they could 
not see by this sweeping promise, that wherein they are or-
dained, if it is the privilege of those set apart to administer in 
that authority, which is conferred on them; and if the sisters 
should have faith to heal the sick, let all hold their tongues, and 
let everything roll on. 

"Respecting females administering for the healing of the sick, 
he further remarked, there could be no evil in it, if God gave 
His sanction by healing; that there could be no more sin in any 
female laying hands on and praying for the sick, than in wetting 
the face with water; it is no sin for anybody to administer that 
has faith, or if the sick have faith to be healed by their adminis-
tration." (Teachings of The Prophet Joseph Smith, p.224-225.) 

Therefore, anyone who believes may exercise faith and lay hands on the 
sick and bless them through their prayers to be healed. However, there is 
an order of the Priesthood which has authority to do more than merely 
pray over the sick through faith. James tells us: 

"Is any sick among you? Let him call for the Elders of the 
Church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord." (James 5:14.) 

Bearers of the Priesthood may do more than exercise their faith and 
prayers on behalf of the sick, they may anoint with oil and with authority 
rebuke the infirmity and command it to depart. Thus faith, co-mingled 
with the power of the Priesthood, is used to heal the sick. However, why 
did James specify that the Elders have to be sent for to pray over the sick? 
Without doubt they were necessary to perform the anointing but what was 



so special about the way the Elders prayed over the sick that they were sent 
for? Could not anyone offer prayer? Or is there more to the order of prayer 
mentioned here than meets the eye? Elder Wilford Woodruff explained 
that there is more. Said he: 

"What is the sign of the healing of the sick? The laying on of 
hands is the sign or way marked out by James and the custom 
of the ancient saints as ordered by the Lord, and we should not 
obtain the blessing by pursuing any other cause except the way 
which God has marked out. The Lord says do so and so and 
I will bless so and so. There are certain key words and signs 
belonging to the Priesthood which must be observed in order 
to obtain the blessings." (Wilford Woodruff s Journal, 22 Mar 
1842.) 

Elder Woodruff specifically states that there are certain key words and 
signs which belong to the Priesthood which must be observed in order to 
administer to the sick. This terminology typically refers to keys and signs 
received in the endowment. Does Elder Woodruff mean to suggest that it 
is proper to exercise these words and signs in administration to the sick? 

We are told in Acts that Paul was stoned to death by the Jews. After 
the crowd dispersed the Apostles exercised their Priesthood authority and 
raised Paul from the dead. The record states: 

"And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Ico-
nium, who persuaded the people, and having stoned Paul, drew 
him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. Howbeit, as 
THE DISCIPLES STOOD ROUND ABOUT HIM, HE ROSE 
UP, and came into the city; and the next day he departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe." (Acts 14:19-20.) 

Note that the disciples "..stood round about him..". Could this have 
reference to an ordinance of the Priesthood in regard to healing other than 
the way most Elders of the Church today administer to the sick? We have 
seen in previous chapters of this paper that the keys of the Priesthood, 
jointly with their names, signs, and tokens, are used by those so authorized, 
to communicate with the heavens to learn the will of God. What more 
important thing is there to learn from God than whether or not a sick 
individual should be commanded by the power of the Priesthood to be 
healed or whether he should be sealed up unto death? Would it then 
be appropriate to exercise the names, signs, and tokens of the Priesthood 
during administrations of the sick? In response to this question one may 
want to consider the unusual administration and prophecy bestowed upon 
Lorenzo Dow Young and the healing miracle that followed in light of the 
Temple and prayer circle: 



My disease was pronounced (sic) to be the quick consump-
tion. I sank rapidly for six or seven weeks. For two weeks I 
was unable to talk. Dr. Williams, one of the brethren, came to 
see me, and, considering my case a bad one, came the next day 
and brought with him Dr. Seely, an old practicing physician, 
and another doctor whose name I have forgotten. They passed 
me through an examination. Dr. Seely asserted that I had not 
as much lungs left as would fill a tea saucer. He appeared a 
somewhat rough, irreligious man. Probably, with what he con-
sidered a good-natured filing at our belief in miracles, he said 
to my father, as he left the house: "Mr. Young, unless the Lord 
makes your son a new pair of lungs, there is not hope for him!" 

"At this time I was so low and nervous that I could scarcely 
bear any noise in the room. The next morning after the visit 
of the doctors, my father came to the door of the room to see 
how I was. I recollect his gazing earnestly at me with tears in 
his eyes. As I afterwards learned, he went from there to the 
Prophet Joseph, and said to him: "My son Lorenzo is dying; 
can there not be something done for him?" 

"The Prophet studied a little while and replied, "Yes! Of 
necessity, I must go away to fill an appointment, which I cannot 
put off. But you go and get my brother Hyrum, and with him, 
get together twelve or fifteen good faithful brethren; go to the 
house of Brother Lorenzo, and all join in prayer. One by mouth 
and the others repeat after him in unison. After prayer, divide 
into quorums of three. Let the first quorum who administer, 
anoint Brother young with oil; then lay hands on him, one being 
mouth and the other two repeating in unison after him. When 
all the quorums have, in succession, laid their hands on Brother 
Young and prayed for him, begin again with the first quorum, 
by anointing with oil as before, continuing the administration in 
this way until you receive a testimony that he will be restored." 

"My father came with the brethren, and these instructions 
were strictly followed. The administration was continued until 
it came the turn of the first quorum the third time. Brother 
Hyrum Smith led. The spirit rested mightily upon him. 
he was full of blessing and prophecy. among other 
things, he said that I should live to go with the saints 
into the bosom of the rocky mountains, to build up a 
place there, and that my cellar should overflow with 
wine and fatness. 

"At that time, I had not heard about the Saints going to 



the Rocky Mountains: possibly Brother Smith had. After he 
had finished he seemed surprised at some things he had 
said, and wondered at the manifestations of the spirit. 
I coughed no more after that administration, and rapidly re-
covered. (Cleon Skouson, Gifts of the Spirit, p.220, see also 
Fragments of Experience p.445.) 

This example of using the keys of power which all Priesthood bearers 
receive in the endowment, as well as following the directions of the living 
Prophet is the point of this story. It is not given as an example of how 
we should administer to the sick - although if we knew and understood the 
Priesthood well enough we probably would have a great example here for 
administrations and would not have as much need for doctors. 

In a journal entry of January, 1887, another early day pioneer, Oliver B. 
Huntington, recorded instructions for administration to the sick as follows: 

"Thursday, 27th ... evening at just dark I met Brother Tho-
mas Tew of the prayer circle, at Dimick's to administer to 
Ovanda. I chose these brethren because I knew that they were 
in perfect accord with me, as none others could be in the circle, 
but of that kind, I invited every other person out of the room 
except Dimick among whom was her father, an apostate. I then, 
when alone put Dimick and his wife Ovanda under a promise 
to obey the Gospel and keep the law of God. After that we 
(I) prayed, Brother Tew anointed her and I was mouth in the 
administration. We each laid our left hand on her head and 
raised the right arm to the square. I then prayed and blessed 
her as the Spirit gave utterance in short sentences waiting for 
the other brethren to repeat each sentence exactly as I spoke it. 
When this manner of administration is rightly performed, the 
sick will be healed, unless they are sick unto death. 

"One more method I sometimes practice, administering to 
those neigh unto death. Which is this: each elder prays in turn, 
and all the rest repeat, with hands upon head of the sick. It 
must be done with the whole heart in faith and every one in 
perfect accord, or union (not doubting, in full faith), with all 
the others. 

"I generally prefer only about 3 and not more than 4 for ei-
ther of these ways of administering, both on account of the time 
it takes and the uncertainty of all hearts being united as one, 
when there is many, for union must exist, that the effect may 
be produced." (Thursday - January 27, 1887. Oliver B. Hunt-
ington "Journal" BYU Special Collections, Under date given.) 



Demick was a brother of Oliver B. Huntington. Ovanda was NOT a 
member of the Church. She soon died, and Oliver B. Huntington wrote 
to his sister, Zina D. Huntington, and asked her to perform the ordinance 
work of the temple for Ovanda. 

These examples are recorded here as food for thought as to how Priest-
hood Brethren may consider administration to the sick when called upon 
to do so. In all things, however, the instructions of the Spirit should be 
followed. 

Interesting side note: Joseph Smith explained that anyone who was 
miraculously healed by the power of the Priesthood was also forgiven of all 
sin. That one of the signs of forgiveness of sin was the healing of physical 
infirmities in miraculous manners. 

From the brief statements of the Brethren listed above it becomes ap-
parent that there are several levels of administration to the sick. These 
levels are as follows: 

12.1 Levels Of Administration 

1.Those with faith shall heal - either within the Church or without 
- membership is not a requisite. Non-members with sufficient faith 
can heal. In fact, many non-LDS churches openly practice "Faith 
Healings." 

2. Women may lay on hands, even with oil, and bless and heal, example: 
Mary Fielding Smith blessed her oxen while crossing the plains. 

3.Elders are legal administrators and should be used when possible. A 
woman can add her hands to the head of a sick person even with a 
bearer of the priesthood present and exercise her faith. 

4. The arm of the officiator can be raised to the square - example: Oliver 
B. Huntington (first sign). 

5.Kneel in prayer prior to the blessing to invoke the Spirit (kneel around 
sick person). 

6. The True Order of Prayer can be entered into by those performing 
the blessing as they surround the individual to be blessed. Example: 
Brother Young instructed by Joseph to do so. 

7. If True Order of Prayer is used the individuals should be dressed in 
the robes of the Priesthood if possible. 

See Acts 19:11-12 and page 125 of Gospel Doctrine teachers manual on 
healing with handkerchiefs. Seek diligently. 


