
Chapter 11 

Testing The Angels & Trying The Spirits 

Each office of the Priesthood of God gives to the bearer various powers or 
authorities to perform functions on behalf of himself and others. The keys 
of the Aaronic Priesthood are for the ministering of angels. In order for 
a bearer of the Aaronic Priesthood to hold the keys to the ministering of 
angels he must also hold the key to detecting false angels and differentiating 
them from true messengers. Thus the authority to test angels and try spirits 
rests with the Aaronic Priesthood whereas the key to behold the face of God 
and commune with Him rests solely with the Melchizedek Priesthood. The 
principles discussed in this chapter therefore are principles which appertain 
to the Aaronic Priesthood even though they are seldom understood in this 
manner. Also, we will deal with the keys and authorities of the Higher 
Priesthood as it pertains to direct communication with God. 

From personal experience Joseph Smith knew that there was a power of 
darkness, and that not all manifestations or revelations were of the Lord. 
From the time the Church was organized in 1830, Joseph had a difficult 
time with individuals in the Church who were receiving revelations and 
manifestations from false spirits, but yet who believed they were of God. 
As the time approached nearer to the day when "the keys of how to ask and 
receive" would be given to the saints in the endowment (on May 4th 1842), 
Joseph taught more and more about how to distinguish between good and 
evil. He realized that once the saints began to pray in the true order that 
Satan and his ministers would also be allowed to go forth answering their 
prayers, even to appearing if that were necessary. With this thought in mind 
it becomes more important than ever to understand Joseph's teachings 
upon this subject. 

In a revelation given to Joseph in May of 1831, the Lord revealed that 
if after prayer a spirit would not manifest itself, the person involved would 
have power to rebuke the spirit (D&C 50:30-35). Joseph Smith himself had 
this type of manifestation when on the banks of the Susquehanna River, 
Michael appeared to intervene and detect the devil when he appeared as an 
angel of light (D&C 128:20). Satan has also appeared to several others as 
an angel of light and was successful in deceiving some (Alma 30:53; Moses 
1:9-23; 2 Cor 11:14). In April of 1833 the Prophet warned Jared Carter 
and other saints, that "if any person have a vision or a visitation from a 
heavenly messenger, it must be for his own benefit and instruction," and 
not for those in authority above him (TPJS, p.2 1). In July of 1839 Joseph 
gave several keys to the saints on how to detect messengers. In summary, 
he said: 



1. We must prove all spirits as they come to us. 
2. If you see a vision, pray for the interpretation; "If you get not this, 

shut it up." 
3. "An open vision will manifest that which is more important." 
4. There are lying spirits going around giving great manifestations. They 

are not all of God. 
5. A spirit cannot come except in his glory because it has no physical 

body to hide the glory. 
6. An angel has flesh and bones, and the devil may appear as an angel 

of light. 
7. If you receive a messenger, "ask God to reveal it; if it be of the devil 

he will flee from you; if of God, He will manifest Himself, or make it 
manifest." 

8. God will adapt himself to your capacity. 
9. The devil can speak in tongues. 
10. Every Spirit or vision or singing is not of God. 

In December of 1840, William Clayton, the Prophet's personal secre-
ary, recorded some comments which the Prophet had made concerning 
detection: 

1. If an angel (embodied) or spirit (unembodied) appears, offer him your 
hand, and when you do: 

(a) The spirit from God will still stand and not offer you his hand. 
A good spirit will not deceive. 

(b) "If from the Devil he will either shrink back from you or offer 
his hand and you will feel nothing." 

2. Angels are beings who have bodies and appear to men in the form of 
man. 

A month before the endowment was given by Joseph, he gave another 
lengthy discourse on how to "try the spirits." A summary of that discourse 
is given here: 

1. Men are ignorant of the nature of spirits and are thus more easily 
deceived. 

2. No one can detect false spirits without the Priesthood. (keys) 
3. Satan and false spirits use "angelic form"; a sanctified look and ges-

ture; zeal for the glory of God; a prophetic spirit; gracious influence; 
godly appearance; holy garb, etc. 

4. A man must have the discerning of spirits before he can expose a false 
spirit. 

. Some are under a false spirit when they think they are under the 
spirit of God. 



6. It requires the spirit of God to understand revelation from God and 
satan. 

7. Spirits are governed by the priesthood. (Good and bad ones) 
8. Wicked spirits have their bounds, limits, and laws by which they are 

governed and controlled. 
9. False spirits have sandy colored hair. 
10. By the messenger contradicting a former revelation from God; he 

(she) proves to be a false messenger. 

Speaking to the Relief Society on April 28th 1842, Joseph told the sisters 
that "the devil has great power to deceive" and can "so transform things as 
to make one gape at those who are doing the will of God' (TPJS, p.227). 
Then on May 1st, he told the assembled saints that there are "certain signs 
and words by which false spirits and personages may be detected from true" 
and that these keys would be given them in the temple as soon as it was 
finished. He went on to say that "there are signs in heaven, earth and 
hell;" and that "the elders must know them all," in order "to be endowed 
with power," and "to finish their work and prevent imposition." The devil 
apparently knows many signs, but he does not know the sign of the Son of 
Man. (is prevented from using the sign of the of Man) (1 May 1842). 

On February 9, 1843, while in Nauvoo, Joseph again elaborated upon 
the keys of how to detect messengers. His remarks were: 

1. There are two kinds of beings in heaven--. 

(a) Angels who are resurrected personages; 
(b) Spirits of just men made perfect, who are not yet resurrected. 

2. When a messenger comes, saying he is of God, offer him your hand 
and request him to shake hands with you. (as shown in the temple) 

(a) If he is an angel he will shake hands, and you will feel his hand 
(and the token used to test). 

(b) If he is a just man made perfect, he will appear in his glory, but 
will not move, and will deliver his message anyway. 

(c) If he is the devil as an angel of light, when you ask him to shake 
hands, he will offer you his, but you will not feel anything (i.e., 
won't feel the token, he can not use them to deceive). 

The above comments are recorded in D&C 129. They were apparently; 
given to help those who had received their endowments to understand the 
principle of detection in greater detail. In this revelation he said as much 
as he could outside of the temple knowing fill well that the endowed saints 
would be able to put two and two together. 

One of Joseph Smith's final comments about detection came on Oct 9th 



1843, while giving a funeral address at the services of Judge James Adams, 
who had been a close friend to him. In the sermon he commented "spirits 
(ofjust men made perfect) can only be revealed in flaming fire or glory," 
but that angels have advanced further and their light and glory can be 
tabernacled (TPJS, p. 325). The mission of the spirits ofjust men made 
perfect is that they are made ministering servants to those (on earth) who 
are sealed up unto life eternal, and it is through them that the sealing power 
comes down (TPJS, p. 325). 

During the Nauvoo, Illinois days, Elder Parley P. Pratt wrote a book 
entitled "Key To The Science of Theology" which was later published. In 
his treatise on spirits, he elaborates on some concepts which were only 
touched upon by the Prophet: 

"The good spirits are they who in this life partook of the 
Holy Priesthood, and of the fullness of the gospel. This class 
of spirits minister to the heirs of salvation both in this world 
and in the world of spirits. They can appear unto men, when 
permitted: but not having a fleshly tabernacle, they cannot 
hide their glory. Hence, an unembodied spirit, if it be a holy 
personage, will be surrounded with a halo of resplendent glory, 
or brightness, above the brightness of the sun. 

"Whereas, spirits not worthy to be glorified will appear with-
out this brilliant halo; and, although they often attempt to pass 
as angels of light there is more or less darkness about them. 
So it is with Satan and his hosts who have not been embodied. 
(Parley P. Pratt; Key to the Science of Theology, written in 
1840's, 1965 ed. p.116.) 

It is always the responsibility of the "presiding" individual to detect 
false spirits or revelations. In the family it is the father, or mother where 
there is not a father. In a quorum it is the president. In the ward it is the 
bishop. In the stake it is the stake president. These people hold the right 
to detect for their stewardship. However, if the person on the lower level 
detected incorrectly, the person who presides over him can make the truth 
known. It takes both the priesthood and spirit of discernment to detect 
truth from error. All can go to the Lord for confirmation and this as many 
times as it takes. 

The New Testament gives us a scripture that we should study, and pray 
about as to just what John was trying to tell us. 

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether 
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world." (I John 4:1.) 



The following quotes and ideas are food for thought. 

I will inform you that it is contrary to the economy of God for any 
member of the Church, or any one, to receive instruction for those in 
authority, higher than themselves; therefore you will see the impro-
priety of giving heed to them; but if any person have a vision or a 
visitation from a heavenly messenger, it must be for his own benefit 
and instruction; for the fundamental principles, government, and doc-
trine of the Church are vested in the keys of the kingdom." (Joseph 
Smith 13 Apr 1833, Kirkland, Ohio.; Instruction by Joseph to brother 
Jared Carter. TPJS, p.  21.) 

2. We may look for angels and receive their ministrations, but we are 
to try the spirits and prove them, for it is often the case that men 
make a mistake in regard to these things. God has so ordained that 
when he has communicated, no vision is to be taken but what you 
see by the seeing of the eye, or what you hear by the hearing of the 
ear. When you see a vision, pray for the interpretation; if you get 
not this, shut it up; there must be certainty in this matter. An open 
vision will manifest that which is more important. Lying spirits are 
going forth in the earth. There will be great manifestations of spirits, 
both false and true... 

An angel of God never has wings. Some will say that they have 
seen a spirit; that he offered them his hand, but they did not touch 
it. This is a lie. First, it is contrary to the plan of God: a spirit 
cannot come but in glory; an angel has flesh and bones; we see not 
their glory. The devil may appear as an angel of light. Ask God to 
reveal it; if it be of the devil, he will flee from you; if of God, He will 
manifest Himself, or make it manifest. We may come to Jesus and 
ask Him; He will know all about it; if He comes to a little child, He 
will adapt himself to the language and capacity of a little child. 
Every spirit, or vision, or singing, is not of God. The devil is an 
orator; he is powerful; he took our Savior on to a pinnacle of the 
Temple, and kept Him in the wilderness for forty days. The devil can 
speak in tongues; the adversary will come with his work; he can tempt 
all classes... Let us seek for the glory of Abraham, Noah, Adam, the 
Apostles, who have communion with (knowledge of) these things, 
and then we shall be among that number when Christ comes. (HC 
3:391-92; Words of Joseph, p.  12.) 

If an Angel or spirit appears offer him your hand; if he is a spirit from 
God he will stand still and not offer you his hand. If from the Devil 
he will either shrink back from you or offer his hand, which if he does 
you will feel nothing, but be deceived. 



A good Spirit will not deceive. 

Angels are beings who have bodies and appear to men in the form 
of man. (Joseph Smith Dec. 1840; William Clayton's Private Book; 
Words of Joseph, p. 44.) 

4. Unlike other versions of these instructions given by Joseph Smith 
from 1839-1843, this account indicates that the Devil is not com-
pelled to "offer his hand." Apparently Joseph Smith believed that 
the Devil had sense enough to avoid obvious detection but that un-
like "a spirit from God," he would not remain motionless. (Moses 
1:11-23; 4:6)(AndyEhat, Words of Joseph, p. 56.) 

Remember how Adam tested Peter, James, and John when they ap-
peared unto him and declared themselves to be true messengers of the 
Father. Adam asked them how he should know that they were true 
messengers. Peter then extended the hand and proved his identity by 
shaking hands in the sacred manner reserved for testing messengers. 
Is not this the same manner of testing or shaking hands to which 
Joseph is making reference.? 

5. Jesus replied, Thus it behooveth us to fulfill all righteousness thus 
signifying to John the claim of the Aaronic Priesthood which holds 
the keys of entrance into the Kingdom. Then the three signs which 
were given were conclusive. The dove which sat upon his shoulder 
was a sure testimony that he was of God. Brethren, be not deceived 
nor doubtful of this fact, a spirit of a good man... from heaven who 
has not a body will never undertake to shake hands with you for he 
knows you cannot perceive his touch and never will extend his hand. 
But any spirit or body that is attended by a dove you may know to be 
a pure spirit. Thus you may in some measure select the spirits who 
may come unto you. (Joseph Smith, 21 Mar 1841; Words of Joseph, 
p. 66.) 

6. Try the spirits -- One great evil is, that men are ignorant of the 
nature of spirits; their power, laws, government, intelligence, etc., 
and imagine that when there is anything like power, revelation, or 
vision manifested, that it must be of God... If Satan should appear 
as one in glory, who can tell his color, his signs, his appearance, his 
glory? - or what is the manner of his manifestations? - Who can drag 
into daylight and develop the hidden mysteries of the false spirits 
that so frequently are made manifest among the Latter-day Saints? 
We answer that no man can do this without the Priesthood, and 
having a knowledge of the laws by which spirits are governed; for as 
"no man knows the things of God, but by the Spirit of God," so no 
man knows the spirit of the devil, and his power and influence, but by 
possessing intelligence which is more than human,and having unfolded 



through the medium of the Priesthood the mysterious operations of 
his devices; without knowing the angelic form, the sanctified look and 
gesture, and the zeal that is frequently manifest by him for the glory 
of God, together with the prophetic spirit, the gracious influence, the 
godly appearance, and the holy garb, which are so characteristic of 
his proceedings and his mysterious windings. 

A man must have the discerning of spirits before he can drag into 
daylight this hellish influence and unfold it unto the world in all its 
soul destroying, diabolical, and horrid colors; for nothing is a greater 
injury to the children of men than to be under the influence of a false 
spirit when they think they have the Spirit of God. .As we have no-
ticed before, the great difficulty lies in the ignorance of the nature 
of spirits, of the laws by which they are governed, and the signs by 
which they may be known; if it requires the Spirit of God to know 
the things of God; and the spirit of the devil can only be unmasked 
through the medium, then it follows as a natural consequence that 
unless some person or persons have a communication or revelation 
from God, unfolding to them the operation of the spirit, they must 
eternally remain ignorant of these principles; for I contend that if one 
man cannot understand these things but by the Spirit of God, ten 
thousand men cannot... the world always mistook false prophets for 
true ones, and those that were sent of God, they considered to be false 
prophets, and hence they killed, stoned, punished and imprisoned the 
true prophets, and these had to hid... A man must have the discern-
ing of spirits, as we before stated, to understand these things... The 
true Apostles could control them at pleasure, bid them depart in the 
name of Jesus, and detect their mischievous and mysterious opera-
tions when trying to palm themselves upon the church in a religious 
garb. The spirits of men are eternal, that they are governed by the 
same Priesthood that Abraham, Melchizedek, and the Apostles were 
(governed by): that they are organized according to that prescribed 
bounds, for "Michael, the Archangel, dared not bring a railing accu-
sation against the devil, but said, The Lord rebuke thee, Satan." It 
would seem also, that wicked spirits have their bounds, limits, and 
laws by which they are governed or controlled, and know their future 
destiny. Satan is emphatically called the prince of the power of the 
air; and, it is very evident that they possess a power that none but 
those who have the Priesthood can control, as we have before adverted 
to, in the case of the sons of Sceva. No man or set of men without 
the regular constituted authorities, the Priesthood and discerning of 
spirits, can tell true from false spirits. This power they possessed in 
the Apostles day, but it has departed from the world for ages. Soon 
after the Gospel was established in Kirtland, and during the absence 
of the authorities of the Church, many false spirits were introduced, 
many strange visions were seen, and wild, enthusiastic notions were 
entertained. There have also been ministering angels in the Church 



which were of Satan appearing as an angel of light. A sister in the 
state of New York had a vision, and saw a glorious personage de-
scending, arrayed in white, with sandy colored hair; he commenced 
and told her to fear God, and said that her husband was called to do 
great things. Many true things were spoken by this personage, and 
many things that were false. How, it may be asked, was this known to 
be a bad angel? By the color of his hair; that is one of the signs that 
he can be known by, and by his contradicting a former revelation. 
(Joseph Smith, Friday - 1 Apr 1842; HC 4:572-581) 

7. He spoke of delivering the key of the Priesthood to the Church, and 
said that the faithful members of the Relief Society should receive 
them with their husbands, that the Saints whose integrity has been 
tried and proved faithful, might know how to ask the Lord and receive 
an answer.. 

He exhorted the sisters always to concentrate their faith and prayers 
for, and place confidence in their husbands, whom God has appointed 
for them to honor, and in those faithful men whom God has placed 
at the head of the Church to lead His people; that we should arm 
and sustain them with our prayer; for the keys of the kingdom are 
about to be given to them, that they may be able to detect everything 
false; as well as to all the Elders who shall prove their integrity in due 
season. (Joseph Smith, 28 Apr 1842, Remarks to the Relief Society; 
TPJS, p.  226.) 

I preached in the grove, on the keys of the kingdom, charity, &c. The 
keys are certain signs and words by which false spirits and personages 
may be detected from true, which cannot be revealed to the Elders till 
the Temple is completed. The rich can only get them in the Temple 
the poor may get them on the mountain top as did Moses. The rich 
cannot be saved without charity, giving to feed the poor when and 
how God requires, as well as building. There are signs in heaven, 
earth, and hell; the Elders must know them all, to be endowed with 
power, to finish their work and prevent imposition. The devil knows 
many signs, but does not know the sign of the Son of Man, or Jesus. 
No one can truly say he knows God until he has handled something, 
and this can only be in the holiest of holies. (Joseph Smith, Sunday 
1 May 1842; HC 4:608; Words of Joseph, p.  119-120.) 

9. There are two kinds of beings in heaven - viz, angels, who are res-
urrected personages, having bodies of flesh and bones. for instance, 
Jesus said, "Handle me and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see me have. 2nd The spirits of just men made perfect - they 
who are not resurrected, but inherit the same glory. When a messen-
ger comes, saying he has a message from God, offer him your hand, 
and request him to shake hands with you. If he be an angel he will 



do so, and you will feel his hand. If he be the spirit ofajust man 
made perfect, he will come in his glory; for that is the only way he 
can appear. Ask him to shake hands with you, but he will not move, 
because it is contrary to the order of heaven for a just man to deceive; 
but he will still deliver his message. If it be the devil as an angel of 
light, when you ask him to shake hands he will offer you his hand, and 
you will not feel anything; you may therefore detect him. These are 
three grand keys whereby you may know whether any administration 
is from God. 

A man came to me in Kirtland, and told me he had seen an angel, 
and described his dress. I told him he had seen no angel, and that 
there was no such dress in heaven. He grew mad, and went into the 
street and commanded fire to come down out of heaven to consume 
me. I laughed at him, and said, You are one of Baal's prophets; your 
god does not hear you; jump up and cut yourself: and he commanded 
fire from heaven to consume my house. (Joseph Smith, 9 Feb 1843; 
Nauvoo, Illinois; HC 5:267-268; see also D&C 129:1-9) 
Note that if the way to tell that Satan was a false angel is that you 
could not feel a body, why do you need tokens? Why couldn't it just 
be said that you would not feel a body? Just as you learn in the 
temple, that which you will not feel is the "key" to detection, the 
token. Also, since an angel has a body of flesh and bone, and satan 
is an (followen) angle (see D&C 76) he WILL OFFER HIS HAND, 
to deceive, thus we need the tokens. 

10. The quorum of the Twelve Apostles in Philadelphia held a meeting 
in the Canaanite Church. About three hundred Saints were present. 
Meeting was opened by Jedediah M. Grant, and President Brigham 
Young addressed the congregation at considerable length. He said 
that a man or woman may ask of God, and get a witness and testi-
mony from God concerning any work or messenger that is sent unto 
them; but if a person asks for a thing that does not concern him, 
such as governing the Church, as a member of the Church inquiring 
concerning the duty of a presiding Elder, what the prophet or the 
Twelve ought to do, &c, he will not get an answer. If he does it will 
not be from God. (Brigham Young, Sunday 6 Aug 1843; HC 5:527.) 

11. The Hebrew Church "came unto the spirits of just men made perfect, 
and unto an innumerable company of angels, unto God the Father of 
all, and to Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new covenant." What 
did they learn by coming to the spirits of just men made perfect? Is 
it written? What object was gained by this communication with the 
spirits of the just? It was the established order of the kingdom of God: 
the keys of power and knowledge were with them to communicate to 
the Saints. Hence the importance of understanding the distinction 
between the spirits of the just and angels. 



Spirits can only be revealed in flaming fire or glory. Angels have ad-
vanced further, their light and glory being tabernacled; and hence 
they appear in bodily shape. The spirits of just men are made min-
istering servants to those who are sealed unto life eternal, and it 
is through them that the sealing power comes down. Angels have 
advanced higher in knowledge and power than spirits. I anointed 
him (Judge Adams) to the patriarchal power -to receive the keys of 
knowledge and power, by revelation to himself He has had revela-
tions concerning his departure, and has gone to a more important 
work. The spirits of the just are exalted to a greater and more glo-
rious work; hence they are blessed in their departure to the world of 
spirits. Enveloped in flaming fire, they are not far from us, and know 
and understand our thoughts, feelings, and emotions, and are often 
pained therewith. (Joseph Smith, Mon 9 Oct 1843 2:00 pm, Funeral 
Sermon of Judge Adams; Times & Seasons 4:331-332; HC 6:51-52; 
TPJS, p.  325.) 

12.... the Son of man said that the Saints shall judge the world and 
Angels. God has revealed himself. When they (the Saints) come up 
before God they will be asked did this Angel perform this or that, 
that he was sent to do. If not they will be judged. The Son of God 
will do as he ever has done from the beginning. Send forth his Angels. 
If the reapers do not come, the wheat cannot be saved.., the Angels 
have begun to be revealed.., it is the privilege of the children of God 
to come to God and get revelation. (Joseph Smith; Words of Joseph, 
p. 13) 

13.And now come, saith the Lord, by the Spirit, unto the elders of his 
church, and let us reason together, that ye may understand; 
Let us reason even as a man reasoneth one with another face to face. 
Now when a man reasoneth he is understood of man, because he 
reasoneth as a man; even so will I, the Lord, reason with you that 
you may understand. 

Wherefore, I the Lord ask you this question - unto what were ye 
ordained? To preach my gospel by the Spirit, even the Comforter 
which was sent forth to teach the truth. 

And then received ye spirits which ye could not understand, and re-
ceived them to be of God; and in this are ye justified? 
Behold ye shall answer this question yourselves; nevertheless, I will 
be merciful unto you; he that is weak among you hereafter shall be 
made strong. (D&C 50:10-16.) 

14.Wherefore, it shall come to pass, that if you behold a spirit manifested 
that you cannot understand, and you receive not that spirit, ye shall 
ask of the Father in the name of Jesus; and if he give not unto you 



that spirit, than you may know that it is not of God. And it shall 
be given unto you, power over that spirit; and you shall proclaim 
against that spirit with a loud voice that it is not of God - not with 
railing accusation, that ye be not overcome, neither with boasting nor 
rejoicing, lest you be seized therewith. (D&C 50:31-33.) 

15. And not marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angle of 
light. (2 Cor 11:14.) 

16. Satan was transformed into an angel of light before Joseph Smith and 
Michael had to come to detect him (cast him out?) See D&C 128:20. 
He, Satan, can evidently do this because he is able to take light and 
truth away from the disobedient (D&C 93:39), he can attempt to 
pass as an angel of glory (2 Cor 11:14; D&C 129:8; Moses 1:2-25). 
As indicated in this discourse, Joseph Smith thereafter revealed addi-
tional keys of detection. Far from saying that when the instructions 
of this discourse were followed, the adversary's only recourse was to 
attempt to return the handshake, in a Dec. 1840 discourse Joseph 
says, "The Devil.., will either shrink back... , or offer his hand." He 
will not remain absolutely still if he is tested. George A. Smith, and 
who also was a witness to all the dimensions of Joseph's teachings on 
this subject, later said, "There was no point upon which the Prophet 
Joseph dwelt more than the discerning of Spirits" (Minutes of Meet-
ings held in Provo City, 28 Nov 1869, Church Archives). This may 
be true because the Prophet insisted that true religion was one of 
individual participation in revelation from God but that in their zeal 
many could be deceived. (Andy Ehat; Words of Joseph, p.  20-21.) 

17. See the Poem by Orson F. Whitney "The Fair Friend", p.  80 of Voices 
From the Mountain. 

18. All beings who have bodies have power over those who have not. The 
Devil has no power over us only as we permit him. (Andy Ehat; 
Words of Joseph, p.60.) 

19. Evil spirits and messengers can be detected by: 

(a) Color of hair. 
(b) Color of eyes. 
(c) Presence of any bird other than dove. 
(d) Presence of wings. 
(e) Grasping hands and feeling nothing (no token). 
(1) Shrink back after request hand shake. 
(g) If after prayer a spirit will not manifest itself, the individuals 

involved will have power to rebuke the spirit. 
(h) Michael can appear to intervene and detect the devil when he 

appears as an angel of light. 



(i) If he contradicts a previous revelation. 

20.The difference between an angel and a ministering spirit is the one is a 
resurrected or translated body, with its spirit, ministering to embod-
ied spirits; the other is a disembodied spirit, vesting and ministering 
to disembodied spirits. (Joseph Smith; Words of Joseph, p.  77.) 

21.At this time (10 Apr 1842) the subject of detecting evil spirits ap-
parently occupied the Prophets mind very much. Only a few days 
before, as managing editor of the Times & Seasons, he had published 
a lengthy treatise entitled, "Try the Spirits" (Vol. 5, p. 743-748; 1 
Apr 1842). Within three weeks, he would twice refer to this subject 
in public discourse (see 28 Apr 1842, 1 May 1842). These public 
teachings reflected his private thought and revelations concerning the 
endowment ordinances, in which a fuller knowledge of this subject 
was first communicated on 4 May 1842 (HC, 5:1-2 or Teachings, p. 
13 7) (Andy Ehat; Words of Joseph, p.  139.) 

22.Regarding the signifying to the angels of man's willingness to obey 
his covenants, SeeD&C 63:54; 38:12; 89:21; 132:17-19. 

23.The second coming must come in a period of modern revelation when 
angels appear again. (Matt 13:39-42; TPJS, p.  101-102.) 

24. If you do right (there is) no danger of going too fast; he said he did 
not care how fast we run the path of virtue. Resist evil and there is 
no danger. God, man, angels and devils can't condemn those that 
resist everything that is evil, as well might the devil seek to dethrone 
Jehova, as that soul that resists everything that is evil. .If you live up 
to those principles how great and glorious - If you live up to your 
privilege the angels cannot be restrained from being your associates. 
(Joseph Smith; Words of Joseph, p. 117.) 

25.One of the Apostles said to me years ago, "Brother Woodruff, I have 
prayed for a long time for the Lord to send me the administration of 
an angel. I have had a great desire for this, but I have never had my 
prayers answered." I said to him this, if he were to pray a thousand 
years to the God of Israel for that gift, it would not be granted, unless 
the Lord had a motive in sending an angel to him. I told him that 
the Lord never did nor never will send an angel to anybody merely to 
gratify the desire of the individual to see an angel. If the Lord sends 
an angel to anyone, He sends him to perform a work that cannot 
be performed only by the administration of an angel. I said to him 
that those were my views. The Lord had sent angels to men from the 
creation of the world, at different times, but always with a message or 
with something to perform that could not be performed without. .Now, 
I have always said, and I want to say it to you, that the Holy Ghost 



is what every Saint of God needs. It is far more important that a 
man should have that gift than he should have the ministration of an 
angel, unless it is necessary for an angel to teach him something that 
he has not been taught. (Wilford Woodruff, Weber Stake Conference, 
19 Oct 1896, Spiritual Food 1830-1980, P.  62.) 

26. Zachariah ... being the only lawful administrator in his day ... and 
Zachariah having no children, knew that the promise of God must fail, 
consequently he went into the temple to wrestle with God according 
to the order of the priesthood to obtain a promise of a son, and 
when the Angel told him that his promise was granted, he, because 
of unbelief, was struck dumb. (Joseph Smith; Sunday 23 July 1843; 
Words of Joseph, p.235) 

Some have thought it a little harsh that Zachariah was so severely 
chastened for his disbelief, considering his age and all, and particu-
larly since in the Biblical account there is no indication that he was 
expecting or even seeking a revelation. The Prophet, Joseph, however 

explained the following reasons why Zachariah was fully expecting and 
soliciting a personal revelation. For seeking it and then disbelieving 
it he was chastened. 

(a) Zachariah was the only legal administrator of the Priesthood, 
meaning that he was as the president of the Church. 

(b) He clothed in the robes of the Priesthood. 
(c) He entered the Holy of Holies in the temple. 

(d) He wrestled with the Lord according to the order of the Priest-
hood - offering up the signs in true order of prayer. 

(e) He asked for a son using the signs in this prayer. 
(f) An angel appeared and told him (after testing) that his request 

would be granted. 
(g) He does not believe even though he had exercised faith by offer -

ing up the signs and testing with the Priesthood. 
(h) For this he was struck dumb. 

Think about what an affront doubt is to the Lord when he does so 
much for us. 

27. To know one of the requirements to see the Father, the Son, or one 
of their angels. Read both columns of JD 1:125. 

28. Joseph was speaking inside the Nauvoo temple and made the following 
statement. "This is the place that is appointed for the oracles of God 
to be revealed." (Thur 13 Apr 1843; Words of Joseph, p.191.) 

29. Luke 1:8-11 while the Melchizedek Priesthood keys would enable di- 
rect intercourse with God, Zacharias holding the Aaronic Priesthood 



had the keys of access to the ministering of angels. (See D&C 84:19-
26; 107:18-20, Andy Ehat; Words of Joseph.) 

Aaronic Priesthood holds the keys to the detection (ministration?) 
of angels. This is particularly born out from the fact that Wilford 
Woodruff wanted to split the temple ceremony into two portions, that 
which pertains to Aaronic Priesthood and its attendant signs, tokens 
and penalties, and that which pertains to the Melchizedek Priesthood 
and its attendant signs, tokens and penalties. The key to testing the 
identity and validity of angelic ministrants pertains to the Aaronic 
Priesthood. 

30. God is not a respecter, we all have the same privilege. Come to God, 
weary him until he blesses you. We are entitled to the same blessings, 
Jesus, revelations, Just Men, Angels, etc.. Obtain that holy Spirit of 
promise - then you can be sealed to Eternal life. (Joseph Smith; 
Words of Joseph, p.15.) 

31. A great many men suppose there is no difference between an angel 
and a spirit ofajust man made perfect but Paul makes a distinction 
in the 12th chapter of Hebrews he tells us that the Hebrew Church 
had come into the presence of god and angels and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect. The spirit of a just man, if he made his appearance 
he would appear or be enveloped in flaming fire and no man in this 
mortal state could endure it, but an angel could come and appear as 
another man for Paul says be careful to entertain strangers for some 
have entertained angels unawares, but to prove spirits view the Savior 
after his resurrection when he appeared unto his disciples. They were 
afraid and thought they had seen a spirit but he convinces them of 
their mistake by telling them to handle him for he says a spirit has 
not flesh and bones as ye see me have. (Joseph Smith, Monday 9 Oct 
1843; Words of Joseph, p.255.) 

32. Three days later Joseph Smith revealed these sacred keys to nine men 
- in accordance with his plans as announced to the Relief Society just 
six days before (28 April 1842). To these men he taught the keys 
of prayer and detection whereby all false documents, revelations, or 
manifestations could be tested (Times and Seasons, Vol. 5 (15 Sept 
1844): 649-650) (Words of Joseph, p.20-21.) 


