
10.3 Implementing T.O.P. Today 

It is important to remember that the Prophet Joseph Smith restored to 
the earth precious truths, ordinances and principles that had been lost to 
the earth for many centuries. The concept of how to pray was known by 
Adam, and from him it was transmitted down to his worthy descendants. 
His descendants always had special places they would go to talk with the 
Lord through the true order. Abraham at "Peniel" with his son Isaac 
and grandson Jacob going to the same place to pray. Mountains, groves, 
wildernesses and temples have always been the places where individuals 
have gone to commune with the Lord. Now, in these latter days the concept 
of a "true order of prayer" which has been used since Adam and Eve walked 
upon the earth had been restored, for the benefit of all the faithful saints 
of these days. 

The Prophet Joseph stated: 

"Having a knowledge of God, we begin to know how to approach 
him and how to ask so as to receive an answer. When we un-
derstand the character of God, and know how to come to him, 
he begins to unfold the heavens to us, and to tell us all about 
it. When we are ready to come to him, he is ready to come to 
us." (Joseph Smith, 6 April 1844.) 

This statement is repeated here again because of the tremendous ideas 
that it raises. When we come to the point in our lives where "we begin to 
know how to approach him, and how to ask so as to receive an answer" 
then God can begin "to unfold the heavens to us, and to tell us all about 
it." But, says Joseph, we must first be ready - and when we are ready to 
come to God, then He is ready "to come to us." All this deeply implies that 
there is a proper manner in which we are to approach God. Obviously the 
correct way to pray had been lost over the centuries of apostasy, and it was 
important for Joseph to help the saints come to the correct understanding 
of how to pray. But apparently the correct way was not to be possessed 
by everyone - only those who had proven themselves faithful and who were 
now ready in their lives to approach the Throne of Grace and petition the 
Lord for His blessings, knowing how to ask, and for what to ask. 

The following entry from the Journal of Heber C. Kimball explains a 
little more clearly how the principle of prayer should be applied. Elder 
Kimball is quoting remarks made by Elder George A. Smith. 

"..when we pray to the Lord we ought to come together clad 
in proper garments (robes?), and when we do so, and unite our 
hearts and hands together and act as one mind, the Lord will 
hear us and will answer our prayers. Our garments should be 



properly marked and we should understand these marks and we 
should wear these garments continually, by night and by day, 
in prison or free... if we have the garments upon us at all times 
we can at any time offer up the signs... said that whenever 
they (George A. Smith and Wilford Woodruff) could get an 
opportunity they retired to the wilderness or to an upper room 
- they did so and offered up the signs, and were always answered. 
It would be a good thing for us to put on our garments (robes?) 
everyday and pray to God, and in private circles, when we can 
do so with safety." (Journal of Heber C. Kimball, Sunday Dec. 
21, 1845.) 

Elder Kimball continues with his journal entry and quotes himself in 
the remarks he gave to a group of saints assembled in the temple earlier 
that day. He instructed them as follows: 

"Doubtless with the most of the present assembly it is the 
beginning of a new era, in their lives.., they have come to the 
commencement of a knowledge of things, and it (is) necessary 
they should be riveted on their minds, - one important thing 
to be understood is this, that those portions of the Priesthood 
which you have received are all essential matters - it is not 
merely that you may see these things, but it is, matter of fact, 
a matter that has to do directly with your salvation - for which 
you have talked and labored many years - it is not for amuse-
ment you are brought here to receive these things - but to put 
you in possession of the means of Salvation and be brought into 
a proper relationship to God - hence a man becomes responsi-
ble for his own conduct, and that of his wife if he has one. It 
is not designed that the things that are presented today should 
be forgotten tomorrow - But (they should be) remembered and 
practiced through all (your) coming life - Hence it is a step stone 
to approach the favor of God... This is why you are required to 
be sober, to be honest, that you could ask and receive, knock 
and it should be opened, and that when you sought for things 
you would find them. It is putting you in possession of those 
keys by which you can ask for things you need and obtain them 
- This is the key by which to obtain all glory and felicity of 
eternal life - It is the key by which you approach God... 

"You have now learned how to pray. You have been taught 
how to approach God and be recognized ... those who have 
learned to approach God and receive these blessings, are they 
better than you? The difference is, they have been permitted 
to have these things revealed to them. 

"The principles which have been opened to you are the 
things which ought to occupy your attention all your lives. They 
are not second to anything; you have the key by which if you 



are faithful, you will claim on you, and on your posterity, all 
the blessings of the Priesthood. 

"The sisters ought not to gather together in schools to pray 
unless their husbands or some man be with them." (Journal 
of Heber C. Kimball, Church Historical Dept., Sunday, 21 Dec. 
1845.) 

From the above quotations we learn several very important points re- 
garding the true order of prayer, and from Bother Kimballs point of view: 

1. If we are wearing our garments at all times we can at any time offer 
up the signs of the Priesthood and pray in the true order. 

2. Ideally we should also wear our temple robes to pray but this is not 
necessary if circumstances prevent. 

3. We should pray in this manner every day throughout our entire lives, 
providing we can do so safely, meaning in private. 

4. This order deals directly with our salvation. Evidently doing so is 
essential. 

5. This sacred order places within our possession the keys by which we 
can ask for things and obtain them. 

6. We have been taught how to pray and are expected to use that key 
to approach God and thereby claim the blessings of the Priesthood. 

7. This is the key by which we approach God and are recognized by him. 

These journal entries by Elder Kimball give the most clear and specific 
instruction regarding the true order of prayer of any single source. Brigham 
Young added another dimension to this concept, stating that if brethren 
in the Priesthood had doctrinal questions for which they could not get 
answers that they should pray for revelation on the matter. Furthermore, 
he specifically taught that: 

Three High Priests form a Quorum; five form a Quorum; 
seven form a Quorum; twelve form a Quorum. Let a Quorum 
of High Priests go into an upper room, and there appear before 
the Lord in the garments of the holy Priesthood, and offer up 
before the Father, in the name of Jesus, the signs of the holy 
Priesthood, and then ask God to give a revelation concerning 
that doctrine, and they have a right to receive it. If you cannot 
get the information in any other way. .you are entitled to the 
administration of angels who administer in the terrestrial king-
dom; and they have a right to receive administrations from the 
celestial. In this capacity you could ask for revelations pertain-
ing to doctrine." (Brigham Young; JD 9:91.) 

From President Young's instruction it is clear that he did not believe 
that he or any other mortal had all the answers to all doctrinal questions. 
Furthermore he indicates that a High Priest, using the keys of revelation 



and prayer, could receive answers to doctrinal questions and thereby give 
him more knowledge on that subject than even the President of the Church. 
Should this happen, of course, that person would have no right to dissemi-
nate what he learned, except as directed by the Spirit. 

The scriptures indicated that God is not pleased with those who have 
no faith. And the book of James in the New Testament tells us that if a 
person has faith, that his faith will be manifested to the Lord and to the 
world by his works, or in other words, by what he does, says and thinks 
(James 2:14-26). For instance, the Lord revealed to the earth the law of 
sacrifice and the manner in which it was to be performed. Now those 
individuals who performed the sacrifice in the way God intended it to be 
done were manifesting their believe in, trust in, and faith in the living God. 
To perform the ordinance in any other way than in the manner in which 
God prescribed would show the person's lack of belief and faith in God. 
The same concept holds true for prayer. If we believe in God, and if we 
know that blessings will come only if we do certain things, then to pray in 
a different manner than that which God has revealed to us would indicate 
our lack of faith in Him. The most important thing is always the attitude 
in which we do things. If I am prevented from praying in the way God has 
revealed because I might be in a group of people, then the Lord understands 
those circumstances. 

In a very significant message to the general membership of the Church 
during an April General Conference, President Spencer W. Kimball gave 
some very specific instruction regarding prayer. Said he: 

"However, it is the sad truth that if prophets and people are 
unreachable, the Lord generally does nothing for them. Hav -
ing given them free agency, their Heavenly Father calls, per -
suades, and directs aright his children, but waits for their up-
reaching hands, their solemn prayers, their sincere, dedicated 
approach to him. If they are heedless, they are left flounder -
ing in midnight's darkness when they could have the 
noonday sun." (April General Conference; Ensign, May 1977, 
p.76.) 

President Kimball here instructs us very clearly that the Lord waits 
for us to pray, not just any prayer but "solemn prayers" with "upreaching 
hands." And when we pray thus what would be appropriate to say? Elder 
Bruce r. McConkie answers this question in another General Conference 
talk which he entitled "Patterns of Prayer." He instructs us that: 

"..it would be appropriate for us to use words that convey such 
thoughts as these in our prayers: Father, we ask thee, in the 

name of Jesus Christ, to hear the words of our mouth." (April 
General Conference; Ensign, May 1984, p.32-33.) 



The Psalmist echoed similar feelings when he exclaimed: 

"Hear my prayer, 0 God: give ear to the words of my mouth." 
(Psalm 54:2.) 

Obviously from the above quotes we learn that there is much more to 
praying than just praying. On another occasion Elder McConkie gave some 
interesting instruction upon the manner of prayer. 

"In this setting, then, seeking to learn and live the law of prayer 
so that we, like him, can go where he and his Father are, let 
us summarize what is truly involved in the glorious privilege 
of approaching the throne of grace. Let us learn how to do so 
boldly and efficaciously, not in word only but in spirit and in 
power, so that we might pull down upon ourselves, even as he 
did upon himself, the very powers of heaven." (Ensign, January 
1976, p. 8-9 .) 

Though Elder McConkie has here used slightly different words than 
those who have spoken before him he nevertheless conveys the same ideas 
as Joseph Smith and Heber C. Kimball. First he states that there is a "law 
of prayer" (an order of prayer?), which we must "seek to learn," implying 
that not everyone knows of or understands the "law of prayer" to which he 
refers. Then he explains that once this law is understood it can be used 
to "approach the throne of grace." This last phrase is almost always used 
in connection with the true order of prayer and will be addressed later in 
this paper. Elder McConkie is saying we must learn to pray "boldly and 
efficaciously." The word "boldly", as used here, is synonymous with "confi-
dently," and shows that a person praying in this order will have confidence 
that his prayers will be heard because he is petitioning God in the proper 
manner. The word "efficaciously" means having the power or capacity to 
produce the desired effect or the ability to achieve the expected results. 
This is the same concept which Joseph expressed when he said that we 
need to know "..how to ask so as to receive an answer." Finally Elder 
McConkie explains, as did Heber C. Kimball, that we should be guided by 
the Spirit in these matters while praying in the power of the Priesthood in 
order to pull down upon ourselves the "very powers of Heaven." 

Elder Howard W. Hunter alluded to the true order of prayer as he 
concluded his General Conference address in 1974. He bore his testimony 
saying: 

"I bear this witness that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God, our Savior and Redeemer by reason of his atoning 
sacrifice to give life everlasting to all men. May the Lord bless 



us with the desire for an upward reach to the spiritual - to know 
God, to find him, and to have the determination to serve him 
and keep his commandments. This is my humble prayer in the 
name of Jesus Christ, Amen.' (To know God; Ensign, Nov. 
1974, p. 97 .) 

The Apostle Paul instructed Timothy with the following words: "I Will 
(desire) therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and doubting." (I Timothy 2:8) And in Hebrews he said, "Wherefore 
lift up the hands which hang down.." (Heb. 12:12.) 

Now that we have read some of the remarks of the brethren regarding 
the use of the signs of the Priesthood it would only seem fitting to ask 
where it would be proper to do so. Based upon the journals which Heber 
C. Kimball kept we learn that he assembled his family for prayer around a 
family altar in his home. 

"Family prayer was an institution in the Kimball household. 
Morning and evening the members were called in to surround 
the family altar and offer up praise and petitions to the Throne 
of Grace." (Life of Heber C. Kimball; 1888 ed, p.  437-438.) 

This concept of a family altar was amplified upon by Wilford Woodruff 
where in his journal he records some remarks of Brigham Young on this 
subject. 

"President Young said the family altar was the same as an Altar 
in the prayer circle. It is for parents and children to join hands 
over the altar and pray." (Journal of Wilford Woodruff, April 
25, 1858.) 

President Young even recorded the dimensions of the altar for those who 
may desire to build one. 

"The altar is 2 1/2 feet long X 2 1/2 feet high X (one) foot wide 
rising from a platform about 8 or 9 inches high and extending 
out on all sides about a foot forming a convenient place to kneel 
upon. The top of the altar and the platform for kneeling upon 
are covered with cushions of scarlet damask cloth; the sides of 
the upright part or body of the altar are covered with white 
linen." (Mss. Hist. of Brigham Young; By J. Watson, p.8.) 

Prayer in the true order used to be a very common experience by mem-
bers of the Church. Not too many years ago Bishopric meetings, Stake 
Presidency meetings and High Council meetings were opened by offering 
up the signs of the Priesthood and one, by mouth, approaching the throne 
of grace. Many of the older members of the Church will remember this. 



Many meeting houses were also built with special prayer rooms. One of the 
ward meeting houses in the author's old stake had such a room in the up-
permost story. However it has subsequently been remodeled and converted 
into a class or storage room. Over the years the saints have stopped seeking 
and learning. They have become complacent, desiring in large measure to 
be like the rest of the world. They do not want to be different but would 
rather lead "normal" lives while pursuing the ao uence of the world at the 
expense of spiritual development. Thus knowledge and implementation of 
the true order of prayer has gradually declined in direct proportion to the 
ao uence of the saints and their desire to be acceptable to the world, which 
is SATAN'S. Until now the flickering flame of knowledge is almost extin-
guished. So rare is the individual today who understands these principles 
that his ideas will be rejected and he will be viewed as odd or eccentric 
even radical by those who become aware of his beliefs. Yet the General 
Authorities of the church understand these principles completely and seem 
to be doing everything in their power to teach these truths to those who 
have ears to hear while at the same time leaving ignorant those who would 
rather be like the rest of the world. 

10.4 Ask - Seek - Knock 

We have been commanded and counseled many times to ask, seek and 
knock, but because of our lack of understanding of what these three words 
mean we are left in the dark. Elder Boyd K. Packer wrote: 

"It is clear that the Lord wants us to come unto Him and 
ask Him for whatever we need. The simple invitation to "ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you" was repeated by the Lord on many 
occasions. He gave this message to the people He taught while 
He lived on earth. He repeated it twice to the people of the 
New World at the time of His visit to them following His resur-
rection, including His last words He gave them before returning 
to His Father in heaven. Interestingly, the Lord repeated the 
same invitation seven times in the Doctrine and Covenants. In 
varying ways throughout the scriptures, He has invited us to 
ask HIM for whatever we need in righteousness, that He might 
give it unto us. 

"The initiative, is ours. We must ask and pray and seek, 
and then we will find. 

"There are several paintings depicting Christ at the door, 
illustration a New Testament scripture: "Behold, I stand at the 
door, and Knock: If any man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 



(Rev. 3:20) In the more famous paintings he is shown holding a 
lantern as he knocks at the door." (Teach Ye Diligently, p. 14-15; 
1975.) 

In the above quotation Elder Packer exchanges the word "knock" for the 
word "pray", thus equating the two. President Spencer w. Kimball also 
equates prayer and knocking in his message to the youth of the Church, 
wherein he uses the example of Enos who went to the forest to pray. This 
message was modified and again printed for the Church members to read, 
this time in the Ensign: 

"There is a knowledge that our Father in Heaven wants each 
of us to have, and that is a personal knowledge that he hears 
and answers our prayers. 

"I have always loved the story of Enos, who had great need. 
Like all of us - for none of us is perfect - he had strayed. How 
dark were his sins I do not know, but he wrote, "I will tell you of 
the wrestle which I had before God, before I received a remission 
of my sins." The account is graphic and his words impressive: 
"Behold, I went to hunt beasts in the forest... "But he took no 
animals. He was searching his soul, reaching, knocking, asking, 
pleading. (the idea of reaching when one prays is indicative 
of the use of the signs). He was being born again. He would 
have lived all his life in a weed patch, but now he sought a 
watered garden.. If we will do so (pray always), we shall gain for 
ourselves personal knowledge that our Father in Heaven truly 
hears and answers prayers. This knowledge he wants each of 
us to have, Seek it, my beloved brothers and sisters! Seek it!" 
(Spencer W. Kimball; Ensign, Oct. 1981, p. 3-6 .) 

But how does an individual "ask" and "seek"? To do what these two 
words counsel us to do would be to do more than mentally or verbally ask 
questions or seek answers while we pray. In fact, these are things which 
we must do in addition to knocking or praying. If we are truly converted 
Latter-day Saints, then we will want to become clean and pure so that we 
might see God and dwell with him. That is our goal. But how can we know 
what we must do to return to His presence? We must ask. But since the 
lord has already revealed what we must do in the scriptures, we should ask 
through reading what the Lord has already revealed. The act of reading 
and studying the scriptures shows the Lord that we are desirous of gaining 
further light and knowledge - we are taking the first step in asking through 
studying. I ask the Lord for light and he gives me the printed word and 
says, "Here, read this if you want to know more about me and my ways." 

As I study and learn I realize that my life is not in harmony with all 
that God has revealed. And in order for me to become clean and pure 



I must live what I come to know to be true. This is called "keeping the 
commandments." And this is how an individual "seeks." He is seeking the 
Lord by changing his patterns of habit and thought to correspond with the 
Lord's. By doing so he or she can actually become clean and enter the Lord's 
presence. How else can one effectively "seek" the Lord? Sin will always keep 
us out of the Lord's presence. if we eliminate sin as much as possible in our 
lives to where we abhor sin and desire to do good continually, then we can 
become clean and realize the goal for which we have been seeking. 

Finally, prayer is how we knock. But it is not just any kind of prayer 
*that "knocks." Only through the true order of prayer can a person knock. 
Knocking reminds us of the series of taps given in sacred places and which 
symbolically allows us to enter into the presence of the Lord. Recall how 
prayer is offered prior to that ceremonial entrance. Nevertheless, this is 
how an individual can actually knock at the real veil - through the true 
order of prayer, and if he is ready to come to God (clean and pure), THEN 
"god is ready to open the heavens and tell (him) all about it. 

Have the Brethren encouraged the saints to read the scriptures, keep 
the commandments and pray in faith? We all know that they have. But on 
several occasions they have counseled us to do exactly these three things, 
together, and that if we did them, we could have the revelations we desire 
and we could develop a personal relationship with the Lord. (See Elder 
Faust General Conference talk, Oct 1976.) 

Church leaders have done everything they can to prevent the weaker 
saints from knowing more than they can handle (and there are many, if not 
most, of the saints who attend the temple who are not ready for this), and 
yet they have tried to open the door for those who have eyes to see and 
ears to hear. For instance, the following questions could be asked regarding 
why each of these policies are practiced: 

1.If the brethren really didn't want anyone to engage in the true order 
of prayer outside the temple, they would have stopped the sale of 
temple clothing over the counter to endowed saints. Why let them 
have their own clothing if it could only be used inside the temple? 

2. Why not just make them rent clothing at the temple so that the 
clothing would never leave the temple? 

Why teach them the true order of prayer in the temple if they are to 
never use it? 

4. Why is the order taught there called the "True Order of Prayer" (im- 
plying that any other order of prayer is false or at least incomplete), 
unless the instruction is given to prick our spiritual awareness of what 
we should be doing in private (obviously no one who understood the 



meaning of the words "True Order" would want to pray in an order 
that was not "True" even in the privacy of their own homes)? 

5. Why show patrons how to go through the veil if they are not to do 
so? At the altar in the temple, why show them a sign in use if they 
are not expected to use it? 

6. Why are we shown a cosmic drama about the quest Adam and Eve 
have to gain further light and knowledge, including instruction on 
how to gain it and how to detect and test the angelic messengers who 
bring it to verify their authenticity, and be commanded to consider 
ourselves as if we are Adam and Eve unless we are expected to do 
exactly as they have done? 

7. The drama presented in the temple shows how Adam and Eve, from 
the first breath they took, sought for further light and knowledge. 
It shows the process they went through and the outcome of that 
process. Once the drama is concluded the balance of the endowment 
is quickly passed through to teach the remaining signs and tokens in 
rapid session. 

The entire endowment proceedings from beginning to end is a por -
trayal of how to ask God for instructions, inviting the patrons to join 
in a prayer circle to use what they have been taught and then sym-
bolically showing them that by so doing they will be brought into the 
presence of the Lord. Is this not a waste of time and effort if we are 
not expected to use what we were taught? 

9. Why do we go into the temple and learn all that we do about the 
Godhead, about prayer, about detecting angels, about going through 
the veil if we are not ever expected to use the knowledge? 

10. All of this would not make any sense unless we are expected to pray 
in the right way, the true order, in our quest to follow Adam and Eve 
in obtaining further light and knowledge. Is not our home supposed 
to be the most sacred place on earth next to the temple? Why? 

11. Why are we supposed to dedicate our homes and cast out Satan (as we 
were shown how to do in the endowment ceremony)? This principle 
is so important that the latest edition of the General Handbook of 
Instructions states that the home can and should be dedicated even 
before it is paid for. 

Prayer is communion with the Lord. Obviously there are right and 
wrong ways to try to communicate with Him. How fulfilling would it be 
for someone to attend a church meeting and sit in the congregation and 



listen to someone else pray? Even though the individual listening may 
agree with everything that was expressed by the person offering the prayer, 
nevertheless the prayer was not offered by the person in the congregation. 
He may have had needs, questions, or desires that he wanted to discuss with 
his Father in Heaven which the person offering the prayer never expressed. 
Then if the person in the congregation was told that he could not pray at 
home or anywhere else, but only in the church, and that even then he could 
only sit and listen to someone else pray, how would he feel? Could he ever 
feel that he had personally communed with God? 

And so it is with the true order of prayer. We are instructed in how to 
do it. We are told that this is "the true order of prayer," implying that our 
former understanding of how to pray was incorrect. And then we sit in the 
congregation and listen to a worker offer prayer as an example of how it is 
done. This is done to teach us in a manner in which those who have ears to 
hear will hear and those who are not spiritually in tune will not be placed 
under condemnation. Nevertheless, unless we personally offer the prayer as 
instructed in the true order, we never really pray in the true order because 
it is someone else's prayer. 

The saints are purposely left on their own, without specific instruction 
as to the course of action they are expected to take. It is anticipated that 
the saints will come to their own conclusions about these things and do 
what they feel prompted by the Spirit to do. No one can say to another 
- you should pray thus and so. That is up to the person and the Lord. 
And because God is no respecter of persons and desires all to come back 
to His presence, it is reasonable to assume that these keys of revelation 
were destined to be possessed by all the faithful. Joseph Smith promised 
that "..there was nothing made known to these men (the Apostles) but 
what will be made known to all the saints of the last days, so soon as they 
are prepared to receive.. even the weakest of the saints.." (4 May 1842). 
with these keys the Latter-day Saints are able, through the exercise of their 
faith, to approach God in the proper manner and learn to commune with 
the heavens. 

The following pages provide a brief summary in outline form of the 
principles covered in this chapter. The ideas expressed in this outline are 
the author's, representing the way I understand these principles, and as 
such I alone am responsible for this interpretation. As used in this outline 
the word "rich" means "where able or possible to do so." The word "poor" 
means "where you are unable to do so or where circumstances prevent doing 
so.' ,  

10.4.1 Prayer Alone 



Rich 

1.Dress in Priesthood robes. The room should already be dedicated. 
2. Face the Southeast (if north of equator - Northeast if south of equa-

tor). If close, face the temple. If the Spirit directs, cast out Satan. 
3. Offer all the signs, then kneel at the altar and offer the sign desired 

respective to the purpose of the prayer. The altar should have already 
been dedicated. 

4. Select something to use as brace for the arm (arms). 
5.Both husband & wife can do this, acting as mouth. 
6. When praying, the wife should veil her face. 

Poor 

1.Can pray at anytime as long as you have the garments on. 
2. Stand, facing the southeast to offer the signs. Or face the temple if 

close. If the Spirit directs cast out Satan first. 
3. Offer all the signs, then kneel at the altar, offer the sign desired and 

pray. 
4. If in nature, you can use a fallen tree, rock or tree stump as an altar 

or arm brace. If at home there are other items that could be used. 
5.Always dedicate the spot you are praying at before beginning the 

prayer. 
6. When praying alone, the woman should look down which represents 

her veil when she is praying without one. 

10.4.2 Prayer As Husband And Wife 

Rich 

1.Dress in the temple clothes (robes). 
2. If directed by the Spirit, cast out Satan. Husband/wife leads in of-

fering the signs with the spouse following. 
3.Wife veils her face. 
4. Both kneel at the altar, and whichever one is mouth will offer the sign 

and pray with the other person repeating the words of the prayer. The 
one who is voice faces southeast, or the temple if close. 

Poor 

1.If the Spirit directs, cast out Satan. With the garments on, offer up 
the signs. 

2. Kneel at the dedicated altar, the one acting as voice facing southeast, 
or the temple if close. 

3. Offer the appropriate sign. 



4. One being voice the other repeating the words of the prayer. The 
wife looks down while praying, representing the veil. 

10.4.3 Prayer In The Family 

Rich 

1. With unendowed children: 

(a) Do not wear Priesthood robes. 
(b) Do not offer the signs. 
(c) Kneel in a circle without an altar, with the one who is voice 

facing southeast, or the temple if close, even though the others 
are not aware of it. 

(d) Husband and wife across from each other. 
(e) Husband and wife hold hands with the children placing there 

hand on top of their parents hands and placing their left hand 
on the shoulder of the person next to them. 

(f) As the prayer begins the husband and wife, whose hands are 
clasped under those of the children, discreetly use the fourth 
token. 

(g) The person (husband or wife) who offers the prayer may or may 
not have the others in the circle repeat the words of the prayer. 
As the Spirit directs. 

(h) Break the circle when through. 
(i) Have the children keep this type of prayer within the family only. 
(I) Pray in any room of the house, Southeast if available. 

2. With Endowed children: 

(a) Parents, endowed children, and spouses, if married in the temple, 
may join in the prayer. Any child not endowed may not join in 
the prayer or even be present during prayer. 

(b) Anyone who is not a member of the immediate family by birth 
or marriage may not join in the prayer even though they have 
been endowed. 

(c) If the Spirit directs, cast out Satan. All dress in Priesthood 
robes. 

(d) All form a circle around the altar. 
(e) The father, as patriarch, usually leads in offering the signs with 

those in the circle following him. 
(f) The women in the circle veil their faces. 
(g) Form the circle as the temple instructs. 
(h) The father faces Southeast, or the temple if close. 



(i) Select the appropriate sign and pray, with all in the circle re-
peating the prayer. 

(j)After the prayer, the circle is broken and the women unveil their 
faces. 

(k)All must be done in safety. 

Poor 

The same procedure is used as indicated above, except the people involved 
would not have to dress in the robes, and the location may be anywhere 
private that has been dedicated for that purpose. 

10.5 Important Concepts Regarding Prayer 

1.Must always have the garments on when praying. Do not always have 
to have the robes on when praying. 

2. Do not engage in prayer with anyone not endowed. 
3.Must not have any ill feelings in prayer towards anyone in the prayer 

circle. 
4. Determine what you are going to ask the Lord, before you engage in 

prayer. 
5.Pray always as directed by the Spirit. 
6. The home is the most sacred place on earth outside the temple. It 

should be the temple of the family. 
7. A Melchizedek Priesthood holder may bless and dedicate his home to 

the Lord although not paid for. 
8.A room and an altar should be selected and dedicated. 
9.Purchase your own temple clothes. 
10.Prayer can be given anywhere. Secluded spots in nature and mountain 

tops are ideal places to pray. 
11.When praying, the person should face the greatest source of light, 

which for us is the sun as it arises in the Southeast. However, if we 
are nearest to the celestial room in the temple we would face that 
room, regardless of the direction. If we are outside the temple and 
close enough to it that we can see it, then we would face the structure. 
Otherwise we would face the southeast. 

12.In all cases, seek the Spirit to direct when, where, how and what to 
pray for. Learn to be specific in asking questions. 


