
Chapter 1 

Keys Of Mysteries 

When we are born into the "Lone and Dreary World" as infants we know 
nothing about either the spiritual or the temporal world into which we 
have just been born. Everything is a mystery to us. Slowly, as we grow and 
develop, we begin to understand some of the simple phenomenon around 
us; we learn to walk, talk, and to think. Growing to maturity our abilities 
to reason are expanded and we become aware that there is much more to 
life than food, drink, and sleep. We realize that there are many things that 
we do not know or understand. Our desire to learn is struck and we begin 
our quest to gain knowledge of the unknown (mysteries). 

The particular thrust of this paper is to begin to understand in some 
small degree the process that one may follow in order to gain greater knowl-
edge through personal revelation to dispel the gloom about the unknown. 
Though we may be ignorant at present, there is no knowledge possessed 
anywhere in the eternities that we may not gain for ourselves. The only 
criteria for gaining that knowledge is; first- that it not be contrary to the 
will of the Father that we should gain that knowledge; second- that we 
are worthy to receive and apply that which we would learn; third- that we 
understand the process involved in gaining further light and knowledge and 
be willing to apply that process. 

Knowledge, as all elements of the eternities, can be controlled and gov -
erned only upon principles of righteousness and by the power of the Priest-
hood. Those Elders in Israel who properly exercise the keys of the Priest-
hood which they hold can and should be receiving personal revelations 
which will teach them "more perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine, 
in the law of the gospel, in all things that pertain unto the kingdom of 
God, that are expedient for you to understand" (D&C 88:78). The Lord 
explained: 

"The power and authority of the higher, or Melchizedek Priest-
hood, is to hold the keys of all spiritual blessings of the church-
To have the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, to have the heavens opened unto them, to commune 
with the general assembly and church of the Firstborn, and to 
enjoy the communion and presence of God the Father, and Jesus 
the mediator of the new covenant." (D&C 107:18-19.) 

"And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and hold-
eth the key of the mysteries of the kingdom, even the key of the 
knowledge of God." (D&C 84:19.) 



"Behold, thou shalt observe all these things, and great shall be 
thy reward; for unto you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom but unto the world it is not given to know them." 
(D&C 42:65.) 

Joseph Smith tried to teach the saints the great importance of this 
privilege. Said he: 

"How vain and trifling have been our spirits, our conferences, 
our councils, our meetings, our private as well as public con-
versations - too low, too mean, too vulgar, too condescending 
for the dignified characters of the called and chosen of God, ac-
cording to the purposes of His will, from before the foundation 
of the world! We are called to hold the keys of the mysteries 
of those things that have been kept hid from the foundations of 
the world until now. Some have tasted a little of these things, 
many of which are to be poured down from heaven upon the 
heads of babes; yea, upon the weak, obscure and despised ones 
of the earth. Therefore we beseech of you, brethren, that you 
bear with those who do not feel themselves more worthy than 
yourselves, while we exhort one another to a reformation with 
one and all.." (TPJS,p. 137.) 

However, if a man puts forth the effort to gain knowledge from the Lord, 
this gives him no authority to share that knowledge with others only as the 
Spirit dictates; for only the prophet and president of the church holds the 
keys of teaching the Church new doctrines of the kingdom. When moved 
upon by The Holy Ghost, however, an individual may share his newly 
acquired knowledge with selected individuals. As Alma explained: 

"It is given unto many to know the mysteries of God; neverthe-
less they are laid under a strict command that they shall not 
impart only according to the portion of his word which he doth 
grant unto the children of men, according to the heed and dili-
gence which they give unto him... and he that will not harden 
his heart, to him is given the greater portion of the word, until 
it is given unto him to know the mysteries of God until he know 
them in full." (Alma 12:9-10.) 


